










.. . . . .. . . .. ... .. ian. , 1· <IOrP·t ... 
he·''Hrcumstances iri which my mother's friendship 

think that she .orjginally lived in Buffalo. · . .  ) 
�· ·. . 

� 
.,j \ "j .  ' "" ' 

.'The Cruickshanks lived across -the N'iagara River in Canada on a farm 
. ·  on tlie Garrison Road .about two miles from· the Village of Fort Erie� Our 1 

·--�ouse was Auntie Cruickshank 1 s Buffalo· headquarters. She . .stayed over- . , • J 
night with us frequently.\ He drove over occasionally with the Cruickshanks • .  \ 

. . . . ' , . ; 

-�>. Auntie Cruickshank and mother had many 1 i terary interests i � common• 
. They frequently read and. discussed the same books and their authors . .  

- Around 1890 whimsical poems. known as. limericks were inspired primarily' by 
, Edward Lear's Book of Nonsence,· which, in the 1890's had a very wide c;ir­
�,culation. Edward Lear was a tutor to Queen Victoria's c hil dre n  .. · He all 

tried .to wri:te l i me ri cks in imitation of Edward Lear.  

·'\Auntie Cruickshank wrote the best 1'1mericks. A collection of Auntie 
. Cruickshans's limericks were �ritten out in a small bound noteboo�. On· 

�.the flyleaf is inscribed -
( · .  

. . .  This book to 1 itt le Eugene was 
he was six and going on seven. 

. .. to keep it sp i c and span until 
. to be a man. II 

and my mother added the f o 11 owing 

given when. 
He' Tl try • 

he grows 

• For these poems we, thank Mrs. Julia Cr'uickshank. 
J 

.: . 1- s .t i l l now, more than seventy-five years later, have this book of· 
·Auntie Cruickshank's limer i cks . '' 

t > 
'.:.-
·.·.Mr. Cruickshank; with the help of,a reamer who lived nearby, operated f 

• i ' 

the'farm.of 100 acres. Glhere was a·herd ·of cattle and chickens.· 

>�,·�--M�>c�uick.shank was a Cofonel of th� local militia. Each �ummer he _, l ···�>;j}/� 
••1spent1. severat weeks· at the encampment at Niagara-on-the-Lake. He was a ·� · ,' . ·  ::};.'' :;,:: 

·" N:r� studi?us per.son� particularly interested in local h i story and c: 1 __ �1.;.a..¥�­
m� l 1ta_ry· hi �tor-y. He was w�ry reservedo I scarcely dared to' speak:: to < ,�6' . - i: 

.. him unless he spoke to me. . . · { ·•· ' · r· .··:' '1 
. . , ,-. - . , . ' - \ \ '-J 

Yf.};,,:,', ·,� )n :'th�· autumn of· 1894 or l,895, �en I was eleven or twelve·;·y�ar��\,i:d · 

-.;{�\ Auntie Cruicksha11k i11vited me .to spend p. week-end .with Mr·.:Cruick�hank 
�--1�r· h�rse�f. This was-: my. fjrst absence from home by_ myself. I ,was thrjJl_eg; 

�' -'.,/ _:. 
. . ' .,· 

• r 
. ' 

I r�member·: is· that at dinner,
-
-Mr.· 

-• - - - �· - � --- -.I::'---�- , _ __ .... . .... 



_ � \ In t�e summer .of ·1sgo·:cor ;189l' and during the year or two following; 
we.spent.several weeks of vuly and August with Mr. and Mrs. Cruickshank 
�a.t their house on Garrison Road about two miles,from Fort Erie Village.· 
.Our. horse was kept in the· Cruickshank stable and father drove to Buffalo 
and,back each Business d_ayo·, , � · . . 

. 
· 

· � " 

"Fhe Cru,ickshank property wa:s a one hundred acre .farm. Mr.Cruickshank 
had lived there most of .his Jife� The hous� was built by Mr. Cruickshank's 

.father.;'·· from i.ts architecture, I judge in the eighteen sixties and is 
, stilPstanding. The' house i� an interesting example of the architectural 
' style of th.e period .of its building. It is of. the general. character of 

; design of many of the better. houses· built.in southern Ontario during the 
· .  _ mid..,nine�eenth �entury_. ,. 

<...,,___�-----��---�-�-�---, 

, ·  . ·.The house is. one and one-half stories in height and the main secti.on 
approximately square·-. The roof, of medium pitch slopes toward the road� 
the entrance side of the house, and toward the rear .. ' There is a gable 
.in the front center of the roof.·. A window in the gab 1 e is over the . 

· centrally located main entrance door .. The. exterior foot thick wall s  are 
·."··of pink-req brick�· the cammon brick of the mid-nineteenth century. A 

· 

narrow veranda extends across the front, the southerl y  side of the house. 
Turning the corner it extend� along the easterly side .of th� house., The 

.. veranda roof is in the form of.-an e l iptica l curve. From the interior 
french doors open on to this.veranda. El sewhere the windows are double 

·'hung·, the sash six panes of glass. 

The entrance door, rec.essed about. two feet from the face of the front 
wall ,.opens on a hall abou� eight feet.square. On the � eft a door opens 
into a l ivfng room about sixteen �Y thirty.feet, :xtend�ng the depth of 
the building. There is a large'f1repl ace in a chimney ln �he rear wal l  
of this room. A door at the right rear·of the hal l �pens mt� a large, 
almost square dining room. The stair, in para� 1:1 w1th the w1dth �f .the 
hou:se, about four feet in width, between the l ivrng rooutand the ·drnrng "' 
room� rises toward the front of the house? �rom a pl atform.entered by .. 
doors'. from both the living room and the drnrng room. On trye second f l oor. , 

. are t.Hree large bedrooms, one in either ga�le e�d and one.1_n the gab]� 
..... __,,_·.over the front entrance. A one story service wrng of fra�e cons�ruction .. 

extends from the rear of the main unit of the hou�e. It �s ent��ed by a 
door from the dining room into the kitchen.· BeyQnd the kitchen l� a l arge 

'·woodshed. 'There is a cel lar under themain house and under the k1tche_n·:-· 
. ... ____ ... L .. � •�.,..., .rlnnv-· in thi:> kitchen floor. 
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;·-.:;;: .. . .. ... .::·.-. .. <·c:_, :-:...7�}..;;; "',.\ ·: . .  · ,  � . · . .  ·. . , , . , .. , . - . ... .. , -...- . , . 
. k<�.�";. .. �···<·of .. �h.� :frontag��·'.:· lhis' was.�.the: <:li'recticin toward,.the·village. Pas�rng in _ fronf · ·C<:/�!!' 
� "":..) �:-.of·.�he{nause� .the .. drfv� circle� a·turn-a�oundcand pr_oceeded on toward the.- "' · · 

� ' �·-"'·· ·· '.Carriagel.Hou�-and the Stables. >The grounds were planted with an informal f , , . 
��t1�>'"":�'.:��. arr,arigeme'nt ·of .. �rees,:-which in 1890 were very large. There was· a 'vegetable . · " 

·:-:;\:•,\.:_.-garden·to.the west .of the house, between the house.and the stables. f 
;�,i}-r j· � • "' '!";"" / � - -

, • 'I. -; 
. 

•" ,' '" 

. 
'\. • \ 

.-.::.:_ :·, ·7 
.

. __ ,-.._: • i:Mr.; Cruickshan_k was a gentlemen farmer· and worked on the farm but most · .. 

-: · -'<�-. 'of the work was done by a farm manager and other hi red help. The farm manager· 
·:·-�;, ':'·'/iiived.1n .. a,hoLise.on the farm a short distance up the Garrison Road . 
.... ___ . � �-� . � '\ \ -, 

.,) 

-/ '/ ·::_ , � _,.:"': _· -�r·1r .. :Cr�icks_hank, over the years, was the incumbent of a number of jobs 
·�;:: . '\� > , in: - the government of.Bertie Township. He was a student of and recognized 
.: '1Y-� :::-.:.. authority on the history of the, Niagara'Frontier. Books which he wrote on 
:::""'-,;,, �: · thisvlocal history are still ·the.most authorative .. record of this.history. :. ·� c .  t• .. \ ... ... • . . 
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�.::;«10;./ � ··: .· ·.11 ·Mr •. . Cruickshank was a Colonel of a local Army Reserve _Regiment • .  He 
;)1 ,1,,� :·',; _ _ _ � .. spen('se�eral_,' weeks each summer _?t the mi,l itary trafoing camp at Ni._agara:-on-

-�� 1:?· Y. ,the-Lake! . During World War One, Colonel Cruickshank, thou�h of an older Qge, 

\ c \ 

. " 

·. ·"]' '.:;: '., '. / ro:se .to the .rank of Genera 1 in the Canadian· Army. . For a number of years after 
,'$�·:::.:f� ::: ,. · �the wa�,�'Ge�eral Cruickshank was officer in charge of military archives in / 

-;,/-"; · -�i,f:-.· �- Ot��wi3::· .. '. ._ . _ _ 1 . . . , 
·i\ . ·;., , · ; ··�'·· · · ,· -· · . . . 
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i!)f:i ::'. i;:- .;� '. �� �:Th�re-was a period of time, after the farm .on the Garrison Road wa·s sold:-; . '.� 
�;; .. :- <( · .'.: . _:, . and �_l?:ef�l(e __ .0r.esidenc� in Ottaw� .when the �ru_1 cksha�ks_lived in a house which 1 • _;-·--, . .  
·.�·! . .. ';it!, ; .they-:! t:lu1lt overlooking the Wh1rlpool Rap1ds of the Nlagara Gorge, on the , r .  ·_ ; l 
�; -'.��2-'. '.- ; ,') River- �.�09-14 .between Niagara Fa 11 s an_d Queens ton. \I don 1 t know the reason · .' 

'- � 

7'>:._ �/ . .\ .. ;�· : f6r.· · th.e ' Cruickshank� living in this�-location. _ .  --- · 

· ' 
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. ·; '"''\. -� -; 
· , ."..�·.:,::.1�; 1 ':\/.\ ', · · ;' / M.rl · a nd , Mrs ; 'Cruicksha.nk had no children. -(, -, · .(  --- · '· · 

• ... :(�1�-; ,; ( . '· ,,'t,·� ·,,· .. J'''. � . ' _... . 
I �;_";:�<t, · ·�;·:>_;. •· D�rjng the summer months .which we spent with the Cruickshanks in the -

;})\,'. � ��t<��-s·�_:: thou�e. · 9n, the Garrison .Road, we occupied •two of .the second floor bedrooms,_), � 
- "' -Lr..,, ""nnm over the front entrance and the room at ·the east of the house.· 

- C .Li..;;., coornnd floor was M,r. and Mrs. Cruickshank's . 
. 1. 
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