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' garrisons at York, Burlington
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was an American who had married Ernest Cruickshank, a Canadian. I don't :
know her maiden name or the circumstances in which my mother's friendship =
with her .developed. I think that she originally lived in Buffalo. .

The Cruickshanks lived across the Niagara River in Canada on a farm
- on the Garrison Road about two miles from the Village of Fort Erie. Our
house was Auntie Cruickshank's Buffalo headquarters. She stayed over- c
night with us frequently. lle drove over occasionally with the Cruickshanks.

Auntie Cruickshank and mother had many literary interests in common. )
They frequently read and discussed the same books and their authors.

Around 1890 whimsical poems known as Timericks were inspired primarily by
Edward Lear's Book of Nonsence, which, in the 1890's had a very wide cir-
~.culation. Edward Lear was a tutor to Queen Victoria's children. le all
tried to write limericks in imitation of Edward Lear. :

.Auntie Cruickshank wrote the best Timer1cks A collection of Auntie
i Cru1ckshans s limericks were wrltten out in a small bound notebook. On
" the flyleaf is inscribed -

"This book to Tittle Eugene was given when
he was six and going on seven. He'll try .
“to keep it spic and span until he grows
to be a man."

~and my mother added the following -
Fdr these poems we,thank Mrs. Julia Cruickshank.

. I still now, more than seventy-five years later, have this book of
'Auntle Cruickshank's Timericks. -

" Mr. Cruickshank, w1th the help of a reamer who lived nearby, operated
the farm of 100 acres. There was a-herd of cattle and chickens.

Hr Cruickshank was a Co]one] of the local militia. Each summer he
(spent'several weeks at the encampment at Niagara-on-the-Lake. He was a
very studious person, particularly interested in local history and -~ . La'¢ R
~ military history. He was very reserved. I scarcely dared to’speak;to buv&”%

- him unless he spoke to me. L

s . In the autumn of 1894 or 1895, when I was e1even or twelve years old,
- Auntie Cruickshank invited me to spend a week-end with Mr. Cruickshank and
herse]f Th]s was_my |]rst absence from home by myse]f I was. thr111ed

V:I crossed the river on- the ferry and wa]ked the two miles up the Garrison
‘Road from the v1l]ageu I was given the Blue Room, the bedroom on the second

floor at the east side of the house

1

An 1nc1dent of that vvs1t wh!ch I remember is that at d1nner, “Mr.
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: In the summer of 1890 or 18971 and during the year or two following,
- we spent several weeks of July and August with Mr. and Mrs. Cruickshank

at their house on Garrison Road about two miles from Fort Erie Village.
OQur horse was kept in the Cruickshank stable and father drove to Buffalo

~ and back each business day.

. The Cruickshank property was a one hundred acreifarm, Mr.Cruickshank
had 1ived there most of his 1ife. The house was built by Mr. Cruickshank's

 3*_k,father;‘.from its architecture, I judge in the eighteen sixties and is
~ still'standing. The house is an interesting example of the architectural

' style of the period of its building. It is of the general character of
design of many of the better houses built.in southern Ontario during the

~* mid-nineteenth century. e .

s ~:The house is one and Qne—ha1f stories in height and the main sectibnk
approximately square. The roof, of medium pitch slopes toward the road,

it the entrance side of the house, and toward the rear.- There is a gable

in the front center of the roof.. A window in the gable is over the

~ centrally Tocated main entrance door. The exterior foot thick walls are .

- of pink-red brick, the common brick of the mid-nineteenth century. A ‘
narrow veranda extends across the front, the southerly side of the house.

- Turning the corner it extends along the easterly side of the house. The
veranda roof is in the form of an eliptical curve. From the interior
~french doors open on to this veranda. Elsewhere the windows are double
"hung, the sash six panes of glass. ‘ » -

e entrance door, recessed about two feet from the face of the front
wa11,T2pens on a hall about eight feet square. On the !eft a door~ope2s
into a living room about sixteen by thirty.feet, gxtend1ng the depth o
the building. There is a large fireplace in a chimney in @he rear wall
of this room. A door at the right rear of the hall opens into a large,
~almost square dining room. The stair, in parallel with the width of the

house, about four feet in width, between the 1iving room and the dining -

. yoom, rises toward the front of the house, from a platform.entered by

“doors from both the 1iving room and the dining room. On the second f]oor‘
are three large bedrooms, one in either gap]e eqd and one 1in the gab]g

" over the front entrance. A one story service wing of frame construction
extends from the rear of the main unit of the house. It 1is entered by a
door from the dining room into the kitchen. Beyond the kitchen is a large

“woodshed. There is a cellar under the main. house and under the kitchen.
- . 8 Ly e e g o b Lt abhan FlAany ) ) )




13.‘of the frontageu‘ Th1s was the d1rect1on toward the village. Passing in front R
% ~of the house, the drive circled a turn-around‘and proceeded on toward the- S5y
:¢“,Carr1age House -and the Stables. » The grounds were planted with an 1nforma1

SRS - arrangement of . trees, which in 1890 were very large. There was a vegetabTe
oy garden to the west of the house, between the house and the stables.

\ - R ¢

e DL S M Cru1ckshank was a gentlemen farmer and worked on the farm but most
. of the.work was done by a farm manager and other hired help. The farm manager
Tived 1n a:. house on the farm a short distance up the Garrison Road.
e ‘Mr. Crulckshank over the years, was the 1ncumbent of a number of JObS
ioat e sadin:the government of Bertie Township. He was a student of and recognized
L %c - authority on the history of the Niagara- Frontier. Books which he wrote on

e this 1oca1 history are still the most authorative record of this history.
L e (0 Mr. Cru1ckshank was a Colonel of a local Army Reserve Regiment. He
ke ik lspent several weeks each summer at the military training camp at N1agara on-

+ " . the-Lake. During World War One, Colonel Cruickshank, though of an older age,

'+ rose to the rank of General in the Canadian Army. For a number of years after
4 ' .the war, General Cruickshank was officer in charge of military archives 1n
gy Ottawa.” = 7 \

!

“iato. %y There was a period of time, after the farm on the Garrison Road was so]d i

s g and; before residence in Ottawa when the Cruickshanks 1ived in a house wh1ch

et Lotheys bu11t overlooking the Whirlpool Rapids of the Niagara Gorge, on the
SRS ;R1ver'Road between Niagara Falls and Queenston. I don't know the reason

fﬁfbr the Cruickshanks 1iving in this 1ocat1on° . i o
3 8 .

Mr° and Mrs. Cru1ck§hank had no children. R G

2

:‘-ﬁﬂje During the summer months which we spent with the Cruickshanks in the
wx;p‘;wz‘house'on the Garrison Road, we occupied two of the second floor bedrooms,
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