BICENTENNTAL ESSAY CONTEST
"TransporTATION IN ONTARIO'

CRITERIA FOR JUDGING

iWING CRITERIA HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED TO ASSIST YOU IN
UBMISSIONS iN CN RAIL S BICENTENNIAL ESSAY CONTEST
' THEY ARE INTENDED TO PROVIDE

:'RE OF CONSISTENCY IN EVALUATING THE ENTRIES, BUT SHOULD

SPELLING, ORGANIZATION

6>
10
10
10

5

100

ESSAYS SHOULD ADDRESS TO SOME EXTENT ALL FOUR
MAJGR MODES OF TRANSPORTATION - AIR., WATER.
ROAD AND RAIL, HOWEVER, SOME CONTESTANTS MAY
CHOOSE TO HIGHLIGHT ONE MODE OR MAY ADVANCE
IDEAS ABOUT A TOTALLY DIFFERENT FORM OF TRANS-
PORTATION,
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GEOGRAPHICALLY THE ESSAYS MAY APPLY TO THE
ENTIRE PROVINCE, BUT LOCAL EXAMPLES ARE
ACCEPTABLE AND DESIRABLE,

ESSAYS SHOULD PRESENT NEW AND INTERESTING
INTERPRETATIONS OF HISTORIC INFORMATION ABOUT
TRANSPORTATION MODES., A GOOD DEAL OF ORIGINAL
THINKING SHOULD BE DEMONSTRATED IN THE LATTER
PART OF THE ESSAY DEALING WITH HOw ONTARIO'S
FUTURE WILL BE INFLUENCED BY THE VARIOUS MODES
CF TRANSPORTATION.,

FESSAYS SHOULD INCORPORATE BASIC ENGLISH COMPOSI-
TION AND CONTAIN A MINIMAL NUMBER OF SPELLING
AND GRAMMATICAL ERRORS .

_A WELL ORGANIZED ESSAY SHOULD BEGIN WITH AN

INTRODUCTION 7O THE TOPIC, LEAD INTO THE BODY OF
THE ESSAY AND END WITH A CLOSING SUMMARY OR
STATEMENT., SENIOR DIVISION ESSAYS MUST INCLUDE
A BIBLIOGRAPHY.

THE ESSAYS SHOULD FLOW SMOOTHLY AND BE EASILY
READABLE., STATEMENTS CR POINTS OF INTEREST
SHOULD BE MADE IN A LOGICAL ORDER.

BASED ON THESE GUIDELINES JUDGES WILL AWARD AN OVERALL MARK AS. A
PERCENTAGE OF 100 TO £ACH ESSAY, ESSAYS IN EACH COMMUNITY WILL BE
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‘COMPLETED THE MARKS WILL BE COMPARED AND THREE WINNERS ESTABLISHED?”“”‘
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RANSPORTATION IN ONTARIO FILE NO.
ENTENNIAL ESSAY CONTEST SPONSORED BY CN RAIL SR
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LL STUDENTS FROM GRADES 7 THROUGH 13.
. TRANSPORTATION IN ONTARIO: WHAT ROLE HAS

"ION PLAYED IN ONTARIO'S HISTORY? HOW WILL THE
OMORROW BE INFLUENCED BY THE VARIOUS MODES OF

JUNIOR DIVISION MAXIMUM 1,000 WORDS;
SENIOR DIVISION MAXIMUM LENGTH 1,500 WORDS.
 INCLUDE ILLUSTRATIONS.

N ESSAYS MUST INCLUDE A BIBLIOGRAPHY.
'“DQUBLE—SPACED, AND EITHER TYPED OR IN LEGIBLE
,_ THEY MAY BE SUBMITTED ON FOOLSCAP, STANDARD
OR LEGAL SIZE PAPER, PAGES SHOULD BE STAPLED IN
HAND CORNER AND NUMBERED IN THE UPPER RIGHT

THREE MONETARY PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED IN EACH
IN YOUR COMMUNITY: 1ST PRIZE - $500  2ND PRIZE -
_PRIZE ~ $100.

'BECOME THE PROPERTY OF CN RAIL, WHICH MAY REPRINT
FULL CREDIT TO THE WRITER.

WILL BE REVIEWED BY A LOCAL PANEL OF JUDGES.
E MARKED ON THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA: CONTENT,
GRAMMAR, ORGANIZATION, ORIGINALITY, STYLE AND
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- TRANSPORTATION IN ONTARIO.

13 ra'sPort haue been horsa and’ buags; ‘ship, razl;;j”

sport“mas replace thegﬁ - new ideas such as 'mnnbriiigu
or oﬁher; even uet—unlmaa;ned; sustems of-tranSﬁdﬁt;-f'
mast'Pr1m1t1vea and Senerally  known Eas thé"FiFsﬁ"_
'  91 in earls Ontario is the use of the horse, or
ne buQQQ.' Hlthough 1t» use was concurrent with that
a.Jtravpi. 1t was generallu the Prevalent mode of
Fat 5n_F0r the Qeneral PoPulat1on. uge‘qf the horse
leih:jﬁd cumbersome; and this :15 Vm§étf likely the
Hbfélbu settlement ﬁf-regibné.diéfﬁﬁﬁ from the’Si.
.ea“as'] 'Thus, .i£ 'Q#é ObVlouS that Progressxve
and d elopment oF Dntar1o would have to wait For ?;.“

1c_ nt mode oF tran=Portatxoﬁ than JUEt the . horse.

'31bute ta the Qrowth and deweln?mwnt o?jf_

& -a11~ earlu Canadzanan engrated bs sh1P. 5'
_ “ imPortanca of the . St.  Lawrence séawas'
ding fra_'the Gulf of St. Lawrence, through the Great

ser es of canals) in the early develoPment of

F the mcst 1mPortant aspects 1ﬁ the Qrowth aﬁdf}i},,} 
oPment oF_Dntar:as and nf Canada as a4 'natian;_.zg-»thaff‘”

ﬁlased bﬁ transportat10ﬁ. UP ta now;i ‘the ma1n?Q7° '”

wobile and azr. Lookzng touards the Future, otheﬁ-'ques:5i~"

fuas the €1rst uﬂrs1cn aF earls- tranaport tof;%_.-'

anel foremost is the fact that; 0ther than thef;l“jj]¢};f

1ﬁ0ﬁ£aﬁio) cannot be over  stressed. 1Simpléim'. f&'




£ Caﬂad1ans- to live _fnear the water;i3'wheP91  '

the Seawad and Great Lakws.: How#ver; although 1mPortant
sett1¢m9ﬂtJ the obu14us restriction of el
u[—Pozzlble wher# there is  a continuoﬁs.
' -4ﬁg; sutward grouth frem  the Lakes.

ne otheri'Fdfmf of transPortation in the

“hand déﬁe1oPment of the heSt.of Ontario.

';t new develoPment in transportat1nn for Ontario
he m1d—n1ne+9ﬁnth centurs.' By 186& +he.ra11road had
_rfﬁﬁ Port1on oF the traﬁﬁportatlon markét. The

WAS the Grand Trunk Raxlﬁaad; which

O bus nes= in 1845; connech1n9 Hontreal to Sarn1a

0 Lake Huraﬁ) through K1ngs+on' and Torcntu.

F:thﬁ Brand Trunk 1nc1udﬂd the reat; Hestern"

(connecf n9 the _G T Ry’ - at 'Toronta--fﬁ ”Hamiltoﬁr

i was'ﬁconnecting'the G.T. R. £o Buffalo throush
ﬁn'all new asPect of 5ett1ement now. began uitﬁ
=3 sPraninB up 1n the 1nter1nr af Uﬁtar1a; instead of
"hﬁ*St. Lawrence aeawas aﬁd Freat Lakes. Dnei

o ;the 1mportance.o€-eaﬁ13  raxlraads_ is thaik

INONTRRID . PABEZ .

Michxgaﬂ)} and the BuFFalo and;:'




TRAMSPORTATION IN ONTARIO PAGE 3

effect on movement of materials as well as PeoPle. Without

rail, and the metals, coal, food., and the hrodutﬁs of each,
sPecializatinn'oF Jﬁba; and ihPrnvement—o?lindustrs would not
have been Possib{e; as PeoPle would be forced to continue the
growin? of their own food. Towards.the end of the ﬁenturs;
the Canadian Hatipnal Railwas and the Canadian Pacific
RailwaY, sPanning the entire countrd, were constructed, This
led to a new exPlosion of settlement and develoPment in
Ontario. As Ontario was now - the centre of the railroad
lines, the link between the western Provinces (wheat farms)
and the St. Lawrence Seaway, and also the holder of maijor
routes between Canada and the United States, thiz trade  boom
created a new Ontario era of ProsPerits. The “railroad boom’
in Ontario continued Partwau in£b the tweﬁtieth cénturs wheﬁ
a new mode of transPortation would bedin to dominate ﬁhé
market. : -

The age of the automobile began in the time Period
immediately following World War II. Mo  lon9er was it
necessary to travel by train, as, with the new-?o5t~w;r boom,

f;t was now financially Possible for most families to own
their own car. Also., transfort of. 9oods coﬁld be easily
carried out by trucks for shorter diztances. The PoPularity

of the automobile was obvious, at a low cost, one could

travel almost anywhere, at his own conwenience (no scheduals

to learn, or changes to make). HAs the averade Person became
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nnw-Pr1mars method oF tranaportatxon.:_‘

h 'h"a9e of the automabile:_ but notff&ffﬁﬂﬂf

a :ammewclaltg until the late 195072 was the use of

~1n Dﬁtar1o;- Th1s contrlbuted to the tcur1st;;f¢jgf{ 

and Promoted bus1ness growth. Perhapz one of the ff ;f 
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1_33 the luxurs =Of‘ auicker Personal“ mall*:,ﬂf'
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: 3 A Vision of Past and Future. (32::3

. The view from the bridge on Fort Erie's Central Avenue is one
containing all the history of the 0l1d Fort, Niagara Falls and the battle-
field of ILundy's Lane combined. I believe it is replete with his-
tory because it encompasses each method of travel used by the imm-
igrants since the earliest Coureur de Bois. Railways, seaways, air-
ways and highways arefallrrepresented in historically accurate prop-
ortions. The railway dominates the foreground; the seaway stretches
broadly to the east and west; +the omnipresent roads busily network
their way across town while the sky is streaked with the frozen paths

of airplanes.
0f course this view is only signi{igant if you undersdand the role

each "way"” has played in the development of Ontario since its beginn-

ings two hundred years ago. Each method of travel has independantly

developped an era in Ontario's social, economic and political growth..

‘Preséﬁtly I believe they are evolving into one interacting system

which will solve the problems created by early, sporadic and independant

growth, thus producing the safest, most economically efficient trans-
. portation system for the province of Ontario.

As a railway surveyor at the turn of the century, my grandfather
reputably walked where no European ever had before. This story is
indicative of the role the railway companies held in Ontario's devel-
opment. They were leaders; they led colonists into the farthest reaches
of the province. They were supporters; once established a colonist
relied on the railway for trade,. for supplies and for news from the
rest of the world, In a colohy as lage and as untamed as Upper Canada,
the railways were virtual lifelines:‘aabilical cords connecting the new
undevelopped towns to the old, "mother" cities.

o K wagﬁés early as 1849 that the Provincial Government of Upper
Canada recognised the influence the railways could have on such a sparsely
populated land. In order to encourage investment in railways they pen-
ned the Railway Guarantee Act. This guaranteed half the interest pay-
ments on bonds of any railway over seventy five miles long. Heavy in-
vestment resulted in the formation of the Grand Trunk Railway and the
Great Western.

w o




fin office., One reason why the railways became depend~:
:éht for financial aid was the enourmous amount of
rvice a comparativly small population. Revenue per
'1'1'6‘[". as great as in other more populated places

ry the railway companies found themselves in was
Encouraged to build more and more they gsoon accumulated
:éthntario suddenly needed her railways the most,

Ghé; the companies were steadily going bankrupt. In
gOVérnment consolidated its own railway, The Canadian
y with the Canadian Northern Railway, (In 1920 The

'so absorbed), and made the Canadian National Railway.
aled the main reasons for the bankruptecies. Ridiculous
f fhe need for railways had produced three lines
.aéross the country. Ironically Canada had too much

one problem the government had augmented another. Were
éinéss to make a profit or serve the public? Accomplish-
mg seemed an impossible task. Increases in acts like |
SsjAgreement which froze fares for the transport of
level set in 1899 were not authourised until 1948.
f:1950's that the government releésed its stranglehold
hé”National Transportation Act of 1967 was the first "
ovide gu delines for the companies. In advocating, "commercial - o
e :ot Jjeapordize the public", it reminded everyone that
e ”_bu31ness. It gave them the right to negotiate rates
hs ‘Npt a small concession considering the fact that in
'fﬁs make up most of railroad revenue.

of:the small passenger service revenue was that the
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companies were beginning to close down passenger lines. The federal

. government preserved the passenger service by creating VIA rail out of
CP and CN, thus relieving them of any passenger service as well as their
massive annual defecits. As a result both companies reported profits
within the oext " year. :

In 1980 a task force studied the companies problems in order to
develop a provinecial policy that would provide solutions to current is-
sues, (the Mississauga evacuation crisis and the world-wide oil shortage.)
The major problems they discovered were: heavy, slow freight trains

j ruin the track for light, fast passenger trains, (the ride is slower and
the train vibrates on the poor track); there was a decided lack of re-
search, #rains were inefficient and slow compared to those of Europe
and Japan; companies were cutting back on service to out of the way
places instead of modernizing.

In general freight Service was given preferential treatment result-
ing in the deterioration noted in the passenger service. The notable

- exception was the GO trains serving Toronto. ' The reason the system
worked was that it had been integrated with other services like buses,

. parking space etc. By making several things work together the planners
had solved several sets of problems. The city did'not need to build a-
nother super-highway and less people were driving to work hence less
traffic congestion. The resulting suggestions the task force had were
to co-ordinate the freight gervices with marines services and passenger
services with city bus systems. The essence of the report was inte-
grate all services in order to derive the maximum usage for the public.
The original instigators of the task force were also solved. They
advised a large increase in research funds &t least in proportian to the
revenue contributed by railways to the G.N.P.) They suggested that
the benefits of switching from expensive , foreign petroleum %o cheap b
domestic electricity beexplored. At the same time they proposed a list
of regulations in order to maximise the safety of freight trains.

If the companies follow the sound advice of that report, they face.
abright future of working together and providing Ontario with the hest

_ service possible without wasting tax payer's money.

. Successful co-ordination is not a civil engineers pipe dream. There
are cases .where it has occurred naturally and towns have blossoned acc-

-

_————‘
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ordingly. A prime example in our own region is the sonstruction of

the Welland Canal. Because of the steady supply of water it nurtured
business and industry. Mills were built on sites at Dunnville, Wainfleet,
Thorold and St. Catharines. Whererailways and canal met was where

towns prospered the greatest. Merritton, now part of St. Catharines,
grew where the Great Western crossed the canal. Downtown Welland

also grew at a cross section where an aqueduct on the feeder canal
crossed the Welland River.. The importance of the co-ordination of

rail and canals to industry is best reflected in the motto for the city
of Welland, "Where Rails and Waters Meet".

The Welland Canal, like the Railways originally began as a private
enterprise in the early nineteeth century, but it was absorbed by the
federal govern ment in 1841 because a larger canal was needed to serve
the populace adequately. Unlike the railways, the canal and also the
entire Saint. Taurence Seaway, has been modernised frequently, (Mainly
because demand is always under-estimated. ); however it too is inefficient
and needs to be enlarged.r:Like:the railways, it does not matter that
' the improvements must be paid for by the public, only that the public
gets the best possible service so that in the long run, the gggls and
trains are a benefit, not a burden.

The last two forms of transportation, roads and airplanes, are also
important in this scheme of interaction. Roads replaced trains with
the advent of the car in the 1950's. Presently researchers are trying
to co-ordinate cars, buses and trains to reduce fuel consumption, pollution
and yet maxamize convenience. (ie: GO trains where you park at the station
and use the train and bus to get to work). Perhaps it is only the airlines
whose financially checkered histories make their out look seem dim; never-
theless, we support our sky "way" because it is a service and some need it.

The future of transportation in Ontario seems as bright as that spring
afternoon I stood admiring the view. Careful spending on research and
expansion to improve each of the four “wéys" will increase the service
standards in an economical, practical way.
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The Canadlan Natlonal Rzilways Story.
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_cf;ng:waikanSy and electronic mail that
~and had' such- an impact. We hardlv think

'V95335 wg accelerate onto the O. E. or, step into

rilization. This is nc

cnmm_n1t1e9 sprang up. and as settlements grew

became wcrthwh;le ta conne:t them.' Trails became




As it became easier to travel and to transport various
-~ - goods (both finished products and raw materials) it became
. - pasier and more inviting to settle in Ontario. And so

. gpttlements were increased due to more efficient means of

transport.

-

= -Ereat‘industr}al and population centres sprang up in
strategically advantagiggf positions, due to the availability
and ease of transportation. Both Toronta and- Hamil ton owe
# much of their industry to thelfact that they have adeguate

| : natural harbours.

The Welland Canals were constructed in order to make:
water transportation more ecnqcmic, both within and through
Dntario. By the use of the Canals goods did not have to be

* unloaded and moved Dverlaﬁd and then reloaded into anaother
ship. This greatly increased the ease and the economy of

shipping goods by water both in and through Ontaric.

The coming of rail, with its economic advantages and of

& course its relative speed; opened up vast new areas of the

province.

Rail, like water transport, enlarged various settlements
= and added greatly to the economic power of others. Fort
Erie, being one such "railway town" and Toronto, having not

only a natural harbour, but also a major rail centre.

The dawn of air transportation also contributed greatly
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3 , " ¢##% to the development of the province. Formerly isolated
% settlements could now be connected by a paved strip only a
- few hundred metreé longy ory in the case of helicopters, even
" © less than that. This made the exploitation of much of our

r ‘naturaL resources possible. Surveyors éﬁd.assayE(s and Iate}
; Lumber camps aﬁd entire mine.:amplekes cdu;ﬁ Ee-put in place

w +rom the air. thus resources and raw materials are obtained

that would have been otherwise ihacessi%i?.

¢ The cost of transport is also an important #actnr to
- -co;sider. Many resources (mines, forests) were known long
»- before they began to be exploited. The reason for this delay
was that the cost of getting at these resources and moving
the raw materials to where they could be useful was tooc
great. As the cost of transportation for these resources

. = dropped many of them became feasible commercial ventures.

The cities of Ontario were brought about by transport.
“ This is a type of transport different from that which we have

discussed so far.

- Citieg-neéd-people. But they also need industry. And

; o while pA lewill work for an industry day after day, living

: e next tdéis~ahathar story. People pre%ef to live in an urban

% or suburban setting. And so it becomes necessary to
transport hundreds of thousands of people daily, from the

v suburbs to the city and back. These systems of commuter
transport have grown and changed also. In Toronto both the

. © TTC and the Go systems have made it possible for workers to

commute from office or factory and—home daily. Without this
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nted and warped.beyond recngnxtxon. Even'today'

anspo tﬁtlon 15 necessary tn 1ndustry,:'Tth.no~'

ed as means of transportation, and developed and
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