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// A 108 High St,,

Fort Erie, Ont,

I"lar. aoth. [} 1980.

Dear Girve:

As unofficial historian of the Town of Fort Erie,-I feel
compelled to write you on this Historical week !

" PRESIDENT CARTER HAS IMPOSSED AN EXTRA 10 CENTS A-GALLON
TAX ON GASOLINE, raising the price to the equivalent of § 1.68 Canadian
per imperial gallon, " _THANK YOU AMERICA,

Have you any idea what this means to the people of
Fort Erie? I have taken several pictures of the situation as it is
at present ; however feel the urgency to write rather than wait till
I have them developed. It is almost impossible for the local people to
get any service whatsoever at the pumps, because of the large lineups.
This has been going on éince early last summer, and I war~'t alone when
looking forward to labour day,and the end of the Tourist 1 a
retﬁrn to normal., Instead,things have steadily worsened. The traiiic
has became so congested that they are lining up in the traffic lanes
on # 3 Highway by the entrance to the Peace Bridge. Eventually the
Police force got aroupd to ticketing the cars. This led to a discussion
on one of the Buffalo T.V, stations , that was anything but favourable
to the local view-point., As the police moved to other locations, and
other priorities, more and more cars crossed the Bridge and joined in
the line-ups.

In the South end of qun the situation is no betters
The majority of garages only give 10/percent on American money, and
Our-American visitors make their first stop the bank. m}e line-ups
at the Bank of Commerce at the foot of Princess st. are no 'shorter

vien those at the pumps, At opening time and lunch hours, they have




ﬂIt.ls almost impossmhle to get into the uﬂk becaus

jbat they have had to go as far a posting a notice durlng.

ok to the U.S.A} in their trunks. I do not have to tell

vernment is subsidizing this gas, however is 1t necessary

o be spent subsidizing the northern half of N.Y. State,
'mber of the garages on the Garrison Road are using their

ﬁhgt will happen when summer arrives , and we have our
5f tourists? Now that the track has the go ahead for another;f

__iﬁfs customers stop at the punps before or after the races,ff




in Town that feel Fort Erie is getting a lot of bus-

daéd t?3inC and that 1t well makes up for the inéff:}i

::hefpumps. At the Mall a good number of the parked , '

The A% P has never seen so much American money im

rears, However we must remember that when the Banks are

_ég; and unlike the garages they are giving fifteég'%f”

" They have also had to come up with a policy, fbf?;t

PIGIOf a twenty dollar bill,Do we nead this kind of added

Theréfmust be some solution to this problem effecting all

ﬁn-of Fort Erie; and I hope that you as a former Townsman

gently and with haste to alleviate this unfortuns:

A concerned. moftorist:ie:

Touls Mc. Dermott




Qq//// 108 Uigh St.,

Fort Erie Ont,

llar, 22nd. 1980.

Dear Stella:::

Enclosed you will find a letter I am sending to
the Hon., Girve Fretz, Ray Hagerty, the Fort Erie Chamber of Commerce,
and before I am through,I will no doubt drop a copy off to several
of the local papers,and if I get no result Channel 7 in Buffalo.
Perhaps the Hot Line on that station,would cover the gas CRISIS
in Fort Erie for that is exactly what it is! I am surprised that I
have not seen more action from you,or the Council.
The Tourist Group,which I have worked with in my own way;
and whom I have always figured was doing a good job, seem to be more

conserned with bringing in more visitors to the area. If they are

from a place other than New York State, they will leave in a hurry when

they see the gas lines at the pumpss VWas it not that way,during the
recent Hockey Tournament when we had so many people from other parts

of Ontario 2?2

If something is not done soon,before the regular summer crowds

& the Race Track followers a4d to the number we already have; there

is bound to be a real outcry from the people of Fort Erie. They must
be given consideration first, no matter how,it is accomplishedl

Consider the business men that charge their customers $12.00 or

514.00 an hour, electricians, plumbers etc; waiting in line at the
pumps for anywhere up to 3/4 of an hour. Others like doctors, and
nurses, even the local Florist people,that have to fill up on a
regular bases. V\orking women that must fill up on a lunch hour or

before they return home at night,have also had to put up with these

impossible delays at the pumps. 3




” “mer¢ﬂ9n Exchange.
";for the number of Awmerican customsrs in
.ﬁe,thought of the poor Safetly practiseg%
'ﬁgpﬁocedure at the Bank of Wowa Scotia at the Hall,
@:S?lll king int e lines st we believe
Brie, oriare they
ted,the south end res
alyeys have,and have even managed 0
fﬁéﬁ:concerﬂed with those wvisliors ,hat.come over to
%he'Kiag Bdward. Parking is bad
lot by the o0id Parway Theat
ig amazing that there has ﬁét hesn more accidenits.
re on corners, and customers hang out into the

A

waiting to jump into line. One risk his or her 1ife on the

lot only are the cars in the south lane of traffic, now they

i+ is not uncommon for a Amsrican

cross a major highway to get in the other Zane., After

gmalars, many of the cars preform an illegal U turn, in

S
wack across the Bridge, Granted,the police have been
and what an uprcar that made on fmerican
our police force to take on this
know they are nesaded slsewhere.

made TO

gomewhere , or all our

LT

will have been in vain.

letter gets every consideration

on 1it, becomes JEE L :
A COHSEREED FORT BERIAY: ::
Louls Mo, Dermobt




O 4 ( Y | 108 High St.,
- i Fort Erie Ont.
Mar, 23%rd. 80.
Dear Mr, Haggerty:::
Enclosed you will find a letter I have written to Girve Fret=z

as representaive of this area; conserning the '_gsﬁgyiﬁiahin'Fort Erie,
and it is certainly thatl

Who's resposibility it is Federal, Provincial or that of the Town,
will no doubt be a long waiting decisibny apparently it already has,
This problem has been steadily getting worse since last summer. Every-
one hopedi that with the comming of Labour Day and the fall season,
things would get back to normal., Ewen though there was no shortage of
gas in the Buffalo area , they were paying the highest price per. gallon
in tl " “.A, and this added to the low Canadian dollar,it has made it

siofitable to shop Canadian, When gas policies are made by the
Goverhment s 18 there any thought of what it does to the border towns .

Those Americans close to the border could care less ihaf. Carter is

going to raise thtir gas rates by tencents a gallon , when all they

have to do is CROSS OVER THE BRIDGE, No doubt this will become the

theame song for the people of N,Y, State , and if you haven't seen
troubled waters get down to Fort Erie proper, any day any hour,

Why should the local people have to putup with these inconveniences?
I have sent copies of this letter to the Mayor, and to the Chamber of
Commerce as well as Girve and yourself hoping that together or singu-
larily someone will be able to do something, The sitauvation is getting
no better, and with spring just around the cormer , it is bound to get
worsel The waits at the pump now are up to 50 mint. long , 2nd I hate
to think what it will be like when the race track crowd the summer
visitors and those from across the river'that have already made a

weekly visit to our gas pumps a ritual, all get-together,




£&fﬁ7pebpiéfé%ay from the area, and unforte . .

de-manjfbfmtﬁefﬁebple of Fort Frie will be praising the duy!

Sincerely yours:
A CONSHBEED MOTORIST:::

Louis ¥e,. Dermott,




Fort Erie, Ont.

ji

/

- -
Mar. 23, 80.

Dear lMr. Hagan:::
Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter I have
sent to Girve Fretz M.P. in hopes that he will be able to bring up
the matter of the Gas Crisis in Fort Erie and that something can be
done about it. Just who's responsibility it is, Frederal or Provincial
is any ones guess, and no doubt it invoiwss a lot of other people like
the Customs and the Police department. Everyone you meet is tallking
about the great inconveniences, but nobody seems to be doing anything
to help the people of Fort Erie. I gather a number of enraged people
showed up at the Council one night to voice their opion. It seems all
. the Mayor was concerned with was the safety on the Garrison. Granted
this is one of the problems; but I do not have to tell you what it
is like to wait up till almdst an hour at the pump, like a good many
people have had to do. It has become such a waist of time that local
astomers have begun taking their business to Stevesville, and I am
not against that , but why should we have to?%

Consider the business men in town that have to fill up on a regular
pbases, like the plumbers, the electricians , even the local Florists
and of course doctors & nurses etc. A1l these people get well over
twelve or fifteen dollars an hour , and cannot afford the time spent
at the pumps. I get a half hour for lunch, sO filling up then is out

of the question and around supper time is no better! To avoid the

line ups one has to get there in the morning when the pumps oOpen up,
. or late at night, hoping all the while that the garage has not sold it's
quota.

I have always helped the Tourist Bureau with their projects




track

:; and surcly thoae atteﬂdlng the race trachk ar

o

U.S.A. without sassing up. Can we then expect
'o_éf[é few days, or will they continue on, more

sent, THe money is not staying in Fort Erie as this

ﬁéén thevy have had since last summer. Customers
dian change for
nge., 1 cannot
 0€ thése visitors buying greceries here,at a greater
; 3 géffthem-at home, They would be waisting the money

n their gésapurchases, The restaurants in the South end are

: rty, and the original to Girve Fretz.

:you as president of the Chamber of Commerce will

rde i g“tﬁese inconveiences, I have been asked by others at

Sincerely: A Conserned Fort Erie Motorist

s

Yours,

Louis Mc. Dermott




MOUSE OF COMMONS
CHAMBRE DES COMMUNES CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
CANADA 12 Clarence Street
P.Q. Box 582
Port Colborne, Ontario
L3K 3ES
416 835 2771

1813 997 8865

OTTAWA
March 28, 1980

Mr. Louis McDermott
2108 High Street
_'Fort Erie, Ontario
T L2A 3P7

“Dear Mr. McDermott:

" Thank you for your interesting letter of
. 'March 20, 1980, concerning the gas situation.

I have taken the liberty of forwarding a

- copy of your letter to the Minister of Industry,.
" Trade and Commerce; the Minister of Energy, -

" 'Mines and Resources; and the Minister of

State for External Affairs, for their comments.

i fWhen responses to the above letters have
“"been received I shall be in touch with you
U again.,

i Yours sincerely,
: LA

Girve Fretz, M. P.

meb




i |
Ontario

‘ LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

March 31, 1980.

Mr. Louis H. McDermott,
108 High Street,
FORT ERIE, Ontario.

Dear Mr. McDermott:

Since receiving copies of your recent "letter to the
Editor" (Girve Fretz) I have had the opportunity to meet
with Mayor Stella Ziff on March 14, 1980. Like many of
us, she is also concerned about the problem of Americans
purchasing gasoline in Fort Erie as well as several other
points of entry in Canada.

The meeting consisted of the Mayor, Regional Police,
the Fort Erie Chamber of Commerce, myself - and service
station operators were also invited to attend but due to
circumstances were not present - all trying to resolve

. some of the issues that are affecting town residents.

You are correct in saying that Canadians are subsidizing
Americans - by 75¢ on every gallon of petrol which they
purchase in Canada. You might be interested to know that
Peace Bridge traffic is up considerably from the January to
March period of last year. Figures from January 1, 1980 to
March 14, 1980 are estimated at approximately 500000 in
excess of last year's three month figures. This means that
millions of gallons of gasoline are leaving Canada while
Canadians are about to face another cost increase in the
hope of reducing the energy crisis.

Police records indicate that 103 charges have been

laid under the Highway Traffic Act although only one vehicle
accident.

It was suggested at the meeting that stronger law
epforcement efforts are necessary to control traffic
violations and to improve the flow of traffic. Signs have
been requested and installed prohibiting parking and standing
of vehicles in certain areas of the municipality.




March 31, 1980.

it was also discussed that signs be erected at

n intersections advising Americans that gasoline

ases could be made at outlets other than in the

such as Ridgeway, Crystal Beach, Stevensville and

- r”sceht Park. Also it was thought that Chamber of Commerce
din .vement and the cooperation of the service station

ors could reduce the present problems in certain

‘To offset the disadvantage of losing a considerable
nt-of our depleting resources, it was felt that perhaps
) ‘advertising could turnh an advantage in increased
siness to other sectors of Fort Erie - certainly stores,
staurants, recreational facilities etcetera, could use
ost in tourist dollars.

he}question of who should be responsible for control-
‘the sale of petrol to non-Canadians is a federal
erﬂment matter and I recall a newsletter from an area

sl leve that some control measures should be implemented and
.one" hat was suggested was the issuance of gas ration coupons

to conserve energy. I don't agree with this proposal however

I believe that Canadians are trying using less gasoline,
- to smaller automobiles etcetera. But if this continued
way of inexpensive gasoline to our American neighbours
allowed to carry on, it will certalnly seem that Canadians
-not ‘that interested in conserving energy.

“I-have taken the liberty of forwarding a copy of yvour
'S to the Cabinet Minister responsible for such matters at
;federal level of government.

-_Thank you for taking the time to advise me of your concern.

Yours truly,

3

Ray Haggerty, M.P.P.,
Riding of Erie.




200 Jarvis Street,

Fort Erie, Ontario

L2A 256

Telephone (416) 871-1600

STELLA ZIFF
MAYOR

April 14, 1980

Mr. Louis McDermott
108 High Street
Fort Erie, Ontario

Dear Louis:

Thank you for your letter of March 27, 1980, enclosing
a copy of a letter written by you to Mr. Girve Fretz, M.P.,
Erie Riding.

This Municipality has absolutely no jurisdiction with

regard to the gas lines in Town. The Niagara Regional Police
and the 0.P.P. are responsible for enforcing the Highway
Traffic Act and I have been working with the Region to

make it easier for this Act to be applied. As Mayor, I

have no authority to dictate to private enterprises, how

to conduct their business. By and large the gas station
operators in the vicinity of the Peace Bridge have been

very co-operative in regulating traffic in and out of

their stations. There are some physical limitations however,
which I am sure you are very well aware.

I am forwarding your correspondence and a copy of my reply
to the Chamber of Commerce for any comments they may wish
to make.

Sincerely,

N
d /

.'\ _/// -
i 3
_ et
Stella zZiff
Mayor

SZ:mb

cc: Chamber of Commerce




GIRVE FRETZ,M.P.
(Erie)

Room 356 West Block
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0AB

613 992 8865

HOUSE OF COMMONS
CHAMBRE DES COMMUNES
CANADA

OTTAWA
May 1, 1980

Mr. Louis McDermott
108 High Street
Fort Erie, Ontario
L2A 3P7

Dear Mr. McDermott:

With reference to my letter to you of March 28,
1980, I am now in receipt of replies from the

Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources Canada,
and the Secretary of State for External Affairs.

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
12 Clarence Street

P.O. Box 582

Port Colborne, Ontario
L3K 3E8

416 835 2771

Both letters are self-explanatory and I am there-
fore attaching copies of each for your information.

Upon receipt of a reply from the Minister of

Industry, Trade and Commerce, I shall be in touch

with you again.

Yours sincerely,

& 3 =
_,~ff\45;zzLQ

Girve Fretz, M. P.

meb
Encls




for External Affatrs

OTTAWA K1A OG2.

April 8, 1980°

0 The problems in Fort Erie referred to in the attached
you received from your constituent Mr. Louis McDermott
n’ unfortunate local side effect of our open border and
ively low gasoline prices in Canada at a time when the
. ‘Government is gradually decontrolling its oil prices and

ncreasing its gasoline prices to encourage conservation.

w0 I believe Mr. McDermott would agree that Canadians
and Americans as a whole would oppose one Government or the
other imposing extracrdinary restrictions on their movements
across the border. ©Nor do we in Canada have grounds to
“ferfere in the domestic pricing policies of the U.5. Government
-"responds to the energy crisis, any more than we would
.¥ate United States interference in the pricing policies of
ada. In short, we cannot rightly blame the U.S. Government
the inconveniences reported in Fort Erie.

" The Department of Energy, Mines and Resources, of
e, has responsibility for determining whether the current
rential in Canadian and United States gasoline prices is
i ing to serious abuse of the situation by U.S. citizens other
han legitimate tourists, harming Canadian supplies at indirect
t to the Canadian tax-payer. I have therefore passed a copy
our letter to Mr, ILalonde's office, and would urge that you

Yours sincerely,

(_—t

Mark MacGuigan

L RECEIVED | RECU
of Commons, :
2356, West Block, ..
OTTAVA. v 5 AT 1980

HOUSE OF COMMONS -
CHAMBRE DES COMMUNES }




‘Ottawa, Ontario,
K1A 0E4

'use of Commons,
ttawa, Ontario,

- Thank you for your letter of March 28, 1980 in
ich you requested comments on the increase of
Americans buying gascline at Canadian border cities so
t you could satisfactorily reply to Mr. L. McDermott's
letter on this matter.

: The.51tuat10n has been brought to my attention
“previously and officials of my Department have begun
- monitoring the instances and patterns of "same day.
er crossings for 1980 versus 1979" by Americans to
Canadian gasoline. Various methods of controlling =
nd/or curtailing this practice without impeding  the
Tegitimate tourist business are being studied by the -
partment. .

I:would also like to assure you that the extra
nd which the Americans have placed on gasoline
plies has in no way jeopardized the availability. of
upply to Canadians. The additional volume so far has
-L-ethWatud at-only 0.5% cf teotal demestic gasoline
: sumptlon It is unfortunate, however, that the
situation is causing szgnlflcant inconveniences at the
umps in the form of line-ups and traffic jams.

ihope that.these comments.w111 allow you to
factorily respond to Mr. McDermott and to assure
hat 'the situation is being attended to.

Yours sincerely,

— rd ————
Hise felindte
Marc Lalonde. ? RECEIVED | REGU

ES

M 1080

1" uoust oF commons |
' !_:? (ept BES COMMUNESE.



