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THI SURMA SITE: FORT HRIE
May, 1965 '

I INTRODUCTION

The Surma site in Fort Erie is located at the
Jjuncture of Queen Street and the Nipgara Boulevsrd, on the
property of Mre and Mrs. R. Surma, proprietors of the
queen's Hotel, It was largely through their kind co-operation
tably, Mr, HE, Barnhaé& :nd Mr. G. Taylor, that the find was
brought to the attentidn of the Department of Anthropologys

University of Toronto,.

. \ A number of 'bxlzri'al_s‘ had ‘been enc“ounvt‘.e;'e&' -ori the
Surma property during bulldozing operations for the founda-
tion of an extension to thé Hotels, Several of thésa skele~-
tons were brqught to Toronto, and the elaborate nature of é
the associated grave goods seemed to ﬁarrant further work in |

the manner of a controlled excavation at this find,

The interest in the Surma finds has been a direct
result of the interest generated by a find made under éOmeé
what similar initiazl conditions at the I&arihaccio Site | ] y
(ArGL-1) in July, 1964. .

In response to the Surma f£ind, a small crew of
graduate =nd undergraduate students from the University of

. / | ; Toronto, and working under the auspices{ of the University of ]
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Toronto, excavated at the Surma site frcm'nay 15 td ¥ay 26,
1965 This was under the direction ofvﬂr; We Co Noble.
The students participating were:
| Do Uarner Ae Tyyska
Go Gaherty .Le 4llworth
P, Ramsden .Pe Fairx
Je Holt . .M, McXenzie
Do Lumsden Je Mchdam i g
D, Smith Re Whaite
In addition, local help from Fort Erie was re-
ecruited, and invalusble assistunce was rendered. Some of
these weres ,
v - b T '
Mr. E. Barnhart ¥r. D, Henries
¥r. G. Taylor Mr, Je Barton -
Mr. G. Xoot ¥r, We Boyd
.f The co=operation and continued interest-of the

Surmas helped greatly in the success qf the excavation, and

their kindness is greatly appreciated.

II DESCRIPTICN OF THE SITE

The site‘lies on a sandy plain; 250 feet back from
the Niagara River, between vwhat is now the southern side of
the Queén's Hotel, and Queen Street. ‘To a limited extent it
also extends out under the front lawn of the'Hotél. and also
across Queen Street.. Three areas were excavated (see map of

Bité)o

The first?of'fhese areés was Area Ay located bee
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tween the south side of the Hotel and Queen Street. This
was the vicinity in which the initial burials had been enQ
countered, and thus, excavation began here. Thirty*séven
five=foot squsres were excavated und eleven burials were re-

covered, More will be said of these shortly.

The second area (Area B) was in the narrow strip
60 feet by '8 feet near the front ‘region of the Hotel. be=
tween the Queen Street sidewalk and boulevard. This area
produced post moulds and an oécasional pit. No burials were

encountereds

The th;rd afea (Area C) resulted from an indepen-
dent excavation by one of the local résidents. Mre, William
Boyd. This was made in the earthen floor basement of the
Kline residence directly across Queen Street from Area A of
the Hotel, Similar pits and projectile  points were encoun=

tered in Area C as in Area 4, but no burials were recovered.

In ally, a total of 566.square feet was excavated

in the three areas mentioned above,

Stratigraphy

The stratigraphy of Area A was disturbed for some
seven feet out from the foundation walls of the Hotel. 1In
the central portions of the excavation, however, the normal

soil profile was as follows:
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Levele comprised the‘follqwing two layers: :
1) a tép‘layer of recent fill and gravel, 7 to 13 inches
thick,

2) a layer of dark black sandy soil containing Historie
» materials, and portions of an old red brick road or
driveway. This level was six to nine inches deeps
Level I on the gverage was 12 inches thick, It varied,

however, in some instances.

Level II (12 to 28 inches). ‘This level was composed of
dark brown/black sand soil, and yielded Genesse points
as well as others{'vrhevburial_pits snd intrusive his~
toric pits cut through this levels It was not discer-
nable, however, whether the burial pits were.igyrusive
because the pit fills were of the same coiour and type

of soilse

Level III (28 to 40 inches), This level was composed
of yellow sandy subsoil; HMost of the burial pits ex=

tended into it, otherwise, it was sterile.

The stratigraphy of Areé B had basically the same
three=fold nature found in Area A. The top level (12 inches)
was mostly disturbed black sandy soils Under this (13 to 15
inches) lay Level II, This was the major occupation levels
Level III underlay Level II and was composed of sterile

sandy sub=soile

Area C had this same so0il profile.
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III MATERIALS FOUND

A) Burials

Burials»were only recovered from Area A, which,
during the eicavationvin Hay, 19635, yigided eleven indivif
dualsf‘ To this may be added five more, These wére repre=
sented in‘the skeletal material sent to Torento in Decembér,
1964, Mr, Earl Ba:xmaiift also informed the author that he
had seen a child burial in a pit extgndingbundef the'sidewalk
at the Ldunge entrance to the Hotel off Queen Streef. This
we did not'excavate. The iotal number of individuals, then;
that can definltely be accounted for as having come from

Area Ay is seventeen.

We found the.general state of preservation of the
bone to be very fragile due to heavy water saturation and
crushing, béth frém roots and heavy vehicles that over-rode :
thia part‘of the site, Recovery of the burial material was,

as a result, somewhat frustratinge.

In a generalized synthesis regarding the buriala.

the following atatements can be made.

1) The attitude of the burials was usually flexed with
the individuval lying on his back and the upper body in anae-
tomical positione From the waist down the legs were folded

over upon cne anothers

2) All burials were interred in shallow single graves.

‘%
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These were oval and ranged from three to three-and-a-half
feet in diameter, ﬁith depths from twg to two-an¢-a-half
feets: 1In the case of the dismembered burial No., 10, the
depth of the trench-like pit in which thé body was interred
went to three fect. All other burials were in shallow flat=

‘bottomed pits which had a general orientation of east/west.

3) Dismemberment occurred in tre case of_bu;ials 6. and

10. In additiony burials 1 snd 11 had whole portions missing.

4) A cursory exeminaticn of the dentition showed‘that

most of the teeth in the’adult 1ndividuals‘weré excessively

' worn down. In some cases the‘flaiQwear pattern had exposed

the dentine and pﬁlp chambers.

5) 1In over all appearance, the racial end physical type
of these burizls most appréximatg the early Middle Woodland
Indian population of the Donaldson site}(see Wright and

' Andersons 1963 )e

6) Grave goods were associated only with males, but

‘not all of the males (see Chart 1), The goods were not

overly numerous, but tended to be fairly elaborate, More

will be said of this in the followinge
B) Artifacts

The artifacts from the Surma site can be classified
as coming from.three time periodse First, there are the

substantial number of Archaic projectile points; second,

e

?
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there are the grave gdodslassociated with the aforementioned

burials; and finally, there is a small quantity of historic

mnaterial, In other words, it_would seem that the Surma gsite

has three distinet componentse

Of the Archasic artifacts, Genesse type projectile
points were vexry com&on, not only in Level II of the strati=-
graphys but in & numﬁer'qf the many pits digfributed over
the site in Areas A; B and C. Lémoka type points were also

founde

The grave goods assoclated with the bu:ialsvseem
to fall within middle to late Kiddle qudland times. Cord

wrapped pottery {(cording on the‘exterior surface only) was

found in direct association with'sevgqurof the ﬁuriéls. A

brief tabulation of the type of grave goods in association

with these burials is as follows:

1) 1long white cylindrical conch shell beads
2) poliahed stone platform pipes

3) polished slate pendante

4) turtle shell ornaments

5) a _boné spatula pendant

6) worked beaver teeth

’7) nodules of red ochre

8) concave triangular cache pcints (Levanna type)

A1l of the above artifacts associated with the
vurials would secem to indicate a relative date of Eiddlg'tq

Iate Woodland times, ie.ces 300 BC to 200 ADe
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, Thg historic materigls encquntered included brass
buttonss broken glass and pieges of serap i;on. These seem
most likely to date to the period of the War of 1812, The

fact that a pbxtiDn of the Queen's Hotel was once a barracks

- of that time mokes interpretation of these artifacts more ine

telligible, Seversl historic pits had been dug in Area A
and portions of an old brick road were also found. In Area
B two coins were recovered, both dat;pglelQ. These were a

large one cent piece and & suall nickel,

IV _DISCUSSION

From the prel iminary examination of the artifacts
found at the Surma site it ﬁguld seem;was>has already been
mentioned, that we are dealing with components of three time
pé:iods, namely, the Archaic, late Hiddle Woodland and Histor-

ic; As there is no perceptible way of’ determ:ng con¢1usive~

1y whethar the pits for the burials encountered were intru-

sive through layer 2, which yzeldad‘the Archaic materials,

there are two possible interpretations'regérding the burials,

Either (a) they are tc be considered as discrete late Middle
Woodland burials (0 to 200 AD), independeni from the Archaie
material; or ' _ "v

(b) the archaic tyée projectile points and several
pieces of Rarly Woodland pottery are survivals into-Middlg.

B
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| ho skelotons, by thelr pattern of burial and the

type of grave goods assoclated with thems seem most likely

to fall‘within late Hiddle Woodlend times, Hopewellian ine-
‘fluences az:a_indiéated, and were: probably adbptgd by the in=
. 'Ad';lg‘enous‘ peoplés living in this part of the Niagara frontier,
Aé so little work has'been done on the Canadian side of this

' area, few generalizations can bé made about this particuiar

time horizons

The influeﬁceé of Hopewell into so;zthwestern
ontsrio are definite, but the route by which they diffused
is‘ as yet undé‘cermined;. 411: may be as Johnson belleves that
the Genesse Valley was _gléentre of Hopewellian ,inﬂﬁenca for

.,«, both ends of Lake Ontario (see /J"ohnéon'éurreport f‘onr»‘Serpent},
Mounds, nd)e kl’lat‘fom"piﬂpeﬂs _te;fgd to :beA regarded as late
Middle Wo’oc‘ila_nd time mafkers; and the ones found at tvhe“
Surma site are défini'tely bf a material a{lrié_nﬁt_q}the local
area, The conch shell beads also indicate an import to the
Fort Erxie regioz‘; and,‘vmost likely have reached this area via
aboriginal trade from the Gulf of Floridae |

No definite village area was encountered for _
‘ either of the two aboriginal vo,ccupations at the Surma sites
Post moulds were found in Area B, but they did not follow |
any recognizable pattern. It wbuld' also be very difficult to '
.‘establish' whether these‘_posf z;mt_uds weré associated with any

of the manifestations in Area Ae
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Area C contained no burials, but did have pits which
yielded the Archaic Genesse type projectile points, It is‘.
quite likely then that there was an extensive Axchaichcom~

' ponent in and arqﬁnd the Surma sipe. No Early'Wbodland coms=

V. _SUMARY

ponent was engpuhﬁered}at‘the Surma site as did at the

Orchid site immediately down the street at Marinaccio'se : =

~ Several sherds of Vinette I ware did occur with -
burial 8. 'These, however, were found above, the burial, and
Levanna type points were directly assoclated with the skele-
tons The 1nference isy then, that some Early Wbodland ware
survived to late Middle Woodland times,

The Surma site is-gignifiqant becaﬁse_it repree=
sents one of the few exbavatigps done on the Canadian side ‘ %
of the Siagara frontier region, As such it has represented
at it two poésibie aboriginal components ee i.e, Archaie

and late Middle Woodlahd --»plusﬂan_nistoric component.”

_ The associations.of the Archaic material are not as yet

élgarlyLundggptood and will not be, until a final analysis
is made, From the late Middle Woodland burialss seventeen
individuals can be definitely accounted for as coming from
Area A of the Surma site. Eleven of these were excavated
under controlled conditions by the crew from the University
of Toronto and parts of five more individuals have been rew=

covereds
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Burial 1

Burial 2

Burial 3

Burial 4
Burial 8
Burial 6

Burial 7
Burial 8

Burial 9

Burial 10

Burizl 1}

incisors, gqrget

5 Levamna projece
tile points

pottery and shell
necklace

‘ L/ bl THE
GEART 2 '
Arca A
Grave Goods Sex
polished stone semi~ Male
platforn pipe L
. Onondaga chert - Female
: flakes Ty i
sylindrieal conch ¥ale
. ghell beads, po=-
- Yished slate pend~
ant and 11 Levanna
ecache points 3
wae yatone ¥ele
: none L 1 Child
LeVanna projectile undetermined
‘point . e
‘none Male =
3 Levanna projece= undetermined
tile points 3
. . whetstone,; beaver Male

? dismembered

Male

CA-19 & 22

AL & 32

@ué.re

A=11

A=27

 'Af15

Aﬁ?_y,“

"A=31

A=32 & 25

A=25

A=31

A=24




