
ti<)n:> froi"n ::he ,governn:;.cnt as to 
the nun:l:;cr ot ±-or :·acing 

ilh no govcn~i:nent tax on 

privileges 
~ssl$n.r2c~ to a <~oze~1 : 

bnokics, each or \Vnorn han h1s 
01,vn bctti:.1g booth and posted his : 

odds. That systcn1 \'Vas n1ost 

:1·.u:·:1.:·· ·;d 
~·ii) .iii'.-': (Jd(:-. ;is 11t 

··1,(ri-1nul\;cl 

.w:t up in tLc 
1,)1( race l_1~H .. :k \\T·rc 

:<:1d did 11ol <ttlruct ~he 

of this 
l:xcilc1nc11t of horse pL1yiug. 

At lhc tun1ing of the: ccnti.1ry' 
.Fort i.':ric ;tls<i had ,t bu;.;iu:'.~ <ercn;1, 
\vl1ic1• 1nouglic inauv ibtic 
cou11Lcrs ;1_nd '' 1nun1)cr 0£ ch;:un
pio1.sl1ip b~tUlcs to that to\\ 1 .. 'f;l, 
;trcna \vas just one b1oc1~ Eron 
the Lcrrv a11d \Vith l\\'O boc~Ls i·~n1· 
11i11g on~ figl·1t nights, great cro\vds 
\Vere brought over, but after the 
prt"1grarn it .so1ncli,n1cs took t\VO 
liiiurs to get the patrons back to 
BulLdo. 1'his \V~ts a legal sporting" 
enterprise and ringside scats \Vere 
ahvavs reserved for the crO\\'n nt
torn~y or his rcprcscnt;:tivc. i 

1'he puhlic gradually lost in- '1 

tcrcst in ihi.'; sport, 'Probably be- , 
cause of the difficulty of having' 
to dcncnJ on fcrrv transportation 
and {he arena \Va~ fina1l:}! burned 
out. 

Fort Eric itself has survived 
all the slings and arrO\VS 0£ out
rageous fortune and is grovving 
into quite a to\vn. It's bcautifn11y-, 
appointed race track and the high i 
standard of operation represent 
ainazing transformations from the 

ar1y <lays. This year, the spring 
neeting opens on i\-Ionday, 1\pril 
, anJ' there ·are inany patrons 
ho hardly wait. 


