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During the carly vears of the Canal, Port Robinson surpassed St. Catharines, Welland,
anid even Buffalo in;im})(‘;rmna—:‘, In fact, Welland did not even exist at that time.  Port
"Robinson was about*midway between the two lakes and the tow-bovs and tow-horses made
this one of their main stopping places.  Even when the Canal was built straight on to Port
Colhorne, Port Robinson retained its old hmportance and continued to thrive, One of its

hatels kept by Dilly Coleman could accommedate one hundried guests, but there were several
ather hotels, all of which dirl 4 good business.  In fact, at one time the village had ten stores,
upwards of filteen shops of various kinds, two grist mills, a sawmill, o plaster-mill, a shingle
[actory. and the shinyard and drydock,

Smith's “Canada’ gives the population in 1849 &s 400, hut there is no doubt that at one : _
time it had at least double that number of inhabitants. At least tvo or three hundred travellers . ”
were frequently there in o single day. ‘

Port Robinson becanwe @ police village in 1836, For some yeurs the people showed no desire L
to be incorporated ws @ municipaiity hut after the decline had begun, a request for incorporation

was made and considerabile difficulty was experienced i finding the number required in order

s

that it might assume the status of w vilkye.
In the Fenian Raid days, Port Robinson was the ]]LdLl#lLl.lH(ﬁ of the Welland Canal Field i
Battery, Li-Col. K. S, King was the commanding officer. Alter his death the headguarters
of the Battery was moved to St. Catharines. -
Meution Tas been made dsewhere of Port Rulnnmn s disappointment when Wellapd was
made the County Town,  This was one severe blow, but soon athers [ell upon the thriving
villuge.  Some of the industries declined and divd out by reason of competition which came

from places more fovored. Fire at various tines copsumed several stores anel factories. A
very disastrous fire in 1888 wrought the greatest damage. Many of the places thus destroved '
were never rebuiit. The canal toll office there was closed in 1805, and in 1807 the Customs Oftice
wis removed to Welland.

4 Fo-day Porl Robinson is less than half the size it once was. Unfortunately it has suffered.
as 50 many other inland towns have. It bas a few places of husiness, but easy meuns of com-

nnication with lurger centres bave deprived these of much of the local trade.
FORT LRIE - e

Fort Erie is sifnated at the south-east corner of the Township of Bertie where the Ningara
River leaves Lake Urie. Tt is at the Canadion end of the Peace Bridge and thus s only about
two miles from the foot of Main St. in Buffulo. [t iz also al the eastern end of the Gurrizon
Road, that old and histeric highway which is the main thoroughfare 1o Purt Colborne about

Lwently midies up the Lake.

About 1750 the French built a stockade and established a trading post at this point.  Within
the next ten or filteen years, the struggle for the pussession of tae North American continent
had occurred and al ils close the old French post was destroyed and abandoned.

In 1764 Capt. Montresor was commissioned by the British to ascend the Niagara and
estalsdish a trading-post for the British,  He selected the cxact spot where the old {ort now clands,
" probably a mile above where the end of the Peace Bridue is. Here he built a stockade which
his superior officer, Col. Bradstreet, named Fort Erie, The site was u strategic one as fater
events proved.

The eartiest route from Niagars into the interior by land followed the Portage Road to
C hlppa‘\m and theu the trail along the margin of the River to Fort I‘Tlt‘ which in early days










