
])uring the early years of the Canal, ·Port Robin:->on surpassed St. ~atbarines, \Ve!land, 
and even Buffalo iii i1nportance. In fact, Welland did not cVt'n exi:-;t at that ti1ne. Port 

•''" T::.ohinson \Yas ahout'mith\'ay bet\\'cen the t\vo lakes ;ind the tu\v~boy:.; and tcnv~horscs n1ade 
thb one of t}H'ir n1d.in stopping plact'S. J~ven \Vhcn 1he Canal \Vas built straight on to l'ort 
('o!h()rne, Port Robinson retained its old i1nportance and continut:d to thrive. Ont of its 
hntcls k(•pt by ])illy C'.ulcinan could acromn1ocla1e unt· hundn_·d guests, but there were several 

other hotels, all or \Vhich did a good husinc:-is. In fact, at 011•:'. tinit:· the village bad ten s:;ores, 
UJl'Narcls of fiit.cen shops of various kinds, t\\·o grist rnills 1 a .:ia\Ytnill, a plaster- n1ill, a shingle 

factory and the ;;hipyard and drydock. 
Sn1ith's "('ana(ia. 0 gi\·e::; the population in lS-l!I as -lOO, hut there i:; no doubt that nt one 

tin1c it had at least (;,Jub1t· that 11un1l.1cr of inha\Jitant::>. ,\t lcasl t\'o·o or t:'1rel' hundred traYellers 

wl'rc frequL·ntly there in a single day. 

Port l<cil1inr.c1n )Jc('anu· ;1po!i(1: \'illag1: i1t lk.-1li. Frir ~OflH' years the J 1eoplc sliuwe<l nn desire 
to lie inroqioratcd as a llll.tllicipali1y hut afler the decli11L' hacl l1egun, a re1p.lc->t for incorporation 
w;1:-; niadc <ind c0Hsld1·ra!ilt· difficult;/ was e.\jlL'ricHrt'd in tiuding the nu111lier rl'!Jllired in order 

1 li;d it n1ight asstlll)(' the siat1.1s nf u. y'ilL1ge. 

ln the .Fl'uian Raid da) :-;, P(lrt Ruhin~()ll was the hl'adqu~1rlcrs of tht· \Vcl\and Canal Fi<·ld 

Hallcrv. L1.~C:nl. H .. S. Kin.~ \rai-i the conn11a11cli11g 11Jll1-cr. :\fl"r his (!loath lht· headqu;Lrter~ 

(If the -Battl'ry \\'as 1110\·ed to St. Cathari1H·:-;. 

l\lttilion li:ic. b1:l't1 lll<i.dt cL-,cwhrrc 11[ J<irl Rol1ins1)n's di:-.nppolntnn·1it whi·n \Vclla1Hl \Va:> 

madt' thl' ('.ou11ty 'ro\VTI. "rhis \,·a:; one ~l'Vl'ft' b!n\V, but ~0()11 oth(~\"S felJ l!IJOil the th.riving 

vill<Lgc. S11111e of the iudus1 ri~·s dt·fli1H·d and di(·d uu1 l1y rt·a:-:.on of t'(ln1pctiti·:ln 'vhich ca1ne 

fron1 place~ tllllri' f;1vorl'd. l•'iH· ;it \'ariou,; tit11i'S co1_i"unH·d S!'\Tr<i! st~irtl.:' and fartoril:>. .:\ 

\Tf')' di;;a~,tl'()llS fire in l:--!S,"-l \\.Tou~;ht. I))(' grealt'S\ da1naµy. :-..Jri11y of the iil:~rts thus ch·~trnyed 

Wl'fl' ni·vcr rehuilt. 'l'lic r~1nnl toll oJf:rc there \Vas clost·d in IS!L"), aurl in l~~ll the (~ustntn:.-. (_)/flee 

\\':ts rvinovl'd to \Velland. 
'l'o~day Port JZohiuson is less than half the size it J111cc \\·ac;. l;11(ortu11atrly it has suffered 

as so ninny other inland ttnvns hnvc. It has rt few plac("S uf liusl1H:'S~, l•ut ea:;y nieans of com--

111unication with larr~er ccntn·s ha\T deprived tht·sc uf n1uch of the !ucal trade. 

FOI<T EIUE 

Fort E:rie is si1qaterl at the S{Juth-e<1st corner !lf the 'l'o\Yn.-;hip uf Bertie \VhL're the N:agara 
Ri\·er leaves 1.akt Erie. It is at tfh' Canadian e11il of the l\:acc ;·~ridge and thH::i is only about 

t\\'O n1ilec; fron1 the foot of .\Iain St. in l~uffalo. It is abo al. th·_'. eastLrn end oi the (~:.irri:-;1Hl 

Road, that uld 'an<! historic highway \\'hirli is the 111ain thoruug:1farc tu Port ·~-~ulborne about 

t~\cnty 1uiles up th~: I.ake . 
.t\huut 1750 the Frcnrh liuilt a stockade and c.stablished a trading post at this point. \Vi thin 

the next ten or fi(t~~en years, th<: :--trugg-\e for the pussl'ssion of t'lc North :\mcrican continent 

ha.CT occurred and at its clo-:;c the old French post \Yas destroyed and ahandunecL 

In 17fi4 (~apt. 1\lo11tn·~11r \Va:-; conunbsionl'd by the Briti"li lo ascend the Niagara and 

estal;lish a trading··post fur thv Hriti:'!l: lie ~elected the L·:>.:act sp(it \Yherc the old f(Jrt 110\v ~-LJ.1HJs 1 
pruliahly a 1nilc ab.ive \vhcre the end of the Peace liridgc is I-Ir:re ht~ built a stockade \vhich 

his superior officer, Col. J)raclstrL'l't, na1nt·1l Fort .Eri(·. 'l'IH--' slll• was a strate.'2;ic one as later 

events proved. 
1'he earliest route from Niagara into thL· intl'rior IJy land follov•ecl the Portage Road to 

(~hippa\va and thct1 the tr;1il along the n1argin oi tht: lZiver to Fort :Erie, v.·hich in early days 



uport'it_.-a.s-·a1ogical-plate'td_ma _~an·-~tf·a a_n .·, _.,-__ _- _ ._·_ _ c;:e o __ n ._.-
~(happened in.1812" 14 and in 1866 has been rep~~d i.~ other \1iapters and illlistra.tes the 

~tanceofFortErieintheeyesofbothnations ... , , .··.,.·· ... · · ... , ... ··.·•·· ·.· · 
' . As ,tiine vrent "J1 a few settlers c~ in. Most of these trok !a!ld on the river odake front 
~ not too, far from the fort1 for .o.bvious reasons. In the early years of the nineteenth century: 
~hen trouble seemru to be brewing, theJ:lritish streligthened the fort and the ~arris(in. When. · 
!;be war of 1812 b~~ke out., these,iinprovemettts hat! not beeil con.ipleted althotigh at that time 
\t !:tad been occup>cdby a British. garrisqn for ne~rly fifty ye~~· . As a matter of fact, in 17M 
$irW!l>. Jo~nsonhad obfa!ned frol'!l the Seneca Indians by ~reaty11 strip of land f(1ut miles wide 
~b ea~K side ofthe,river lr<>rtr rteiir the Fa.Jls to L~ke Erie alld ever sinee that ciate a garrison had . , 
~ at J•'ort lilrie tq protect vessels <Carrying ~uppHes to .!!ettl!•'!! farther w\'St an~ whlclf tjsl.lailY . · ·,· <::A 
ltmebac:kloaded with fors. ,· •·,.·. · .. ..· · •. · · ,, •. . ...... · .·•. ·.•. • · ·, .... ··•· }~~~ t In1'18} the st1rvey ofthe township and accprdingly o{ tlie site of Fort ,Erie WI!$ beg~n, In. ·~ 
{hat sl\lne year Jane Warren,d~1~ghter of an officer at·~ Fort, \Vas \lorn •• she is/safd t~ h~ve . t~'.f 
~the fu'st while child born lt;F<lrt Erie, . . .··. · · .... ·· .... · · ·'. · . · · .• , ...•.•• 
f i By \784 th¢'.~ were ahout ten lainilies on the !andn~ar ,the fort. So(1ll aft~r, a ferry system i.:7[" 
j.,,,.s establish~. 'r!te Ca(il\dlan Jiin&fogplace wa.S a.bQut two inil~ below th" fo~t andt.he A!tleri, . A . • .J , . •·.·... ,.; s; 
~ landing m,s a1. Blad< R?~· j.f:hll' Jerry; was7c:q~~<:t~d by ~J,lritifi/1hpat ~:li\<;!J, could f:'l''~· i ' . •··· • 
li\.'ehorscs.atone time, ' ·.··. • . ·· ·. J . .. < ·. · ) · .·•·.·· •.. ·• .·· .. · ..• / ;·• • /~~;: i.f{" 

~hs~~~~lf1~!
1

fugd~o~°.~~~~~~~d~~~:::~11"J1¥a~~!7~~~t:;;,;~~~e~:~ .. · ;Ji·;~·~·;.'.·.'·.~···t·'.·.·.·.· .• : •. ·.·.•.·.·.·.·.··· .... • .. •• ... •.· •. ·.···•··· .... · .. :·.·.· .. · •• •.• ... ··s·.·~.·.·.·•.· .. :.•.·.· ... ·.·•·•· .. ·· .. ·• .•..•..•.. ¥•.·· ... ·.·.·.··;· .. •·· .• ·······.·.·.;· ..•• •.· ... l•".· .. ·~ •• '.· .. ,'.· .. • .... ·.'.·.·x.·.·•.· .• hy, w-•r!C four large buildings rna4e of hewn logs and used as store)lottses al)d diye!Hµg& for Vlork- ' . ' ·.·. ..•• i} 
mei\, Twent}" voyageurs were busyJoading and, unlo\ll:ling thi> ves~els and· the cargoes. were '.••; 
transferred to Chippaw!>. in batteaux Irianned by fiv~ mert each. Th.e !jatrison consisted of the 

IJth foot in charge .of Ca\)t. Pratt..The soldiers cultiv~ted a plot of ground aroundthe fort.: ,, '··.· .. ! .......•. '.·.··,·.··.··.'· .•. · .. · .. ·.···.·.·.•.·.· 
:The ''.(;hippawa'', a Britl!;h SCht!oll.er, came in -.,hile the Due ,was the~e and anotherve•sel \vas . '. 
at:~)le d,o<;k. Near by,. was a tavern and a few bousei ... '· ·.· . . ... . ·. ·. •. . ' •. <':;;; ;[/'% 
'. '. fol807 the~ was a village of about twenty-five hou~ ,arQundthe fort. ·.The Jirstlrieeting C< , ,... . .. ·· , .. · i,J 
or h)urtieipal purposes of which any record s.ur:vives was held in isOS in the house of Andrew · •h' ·· ' < ,r 

I.Miller\' Other na.tnes m~ntioned in the$e early records are Ba;<ter, Book; Douglas; fu.nills, {: . . ,, 
Hif;at, Herl!hey, I{aun, Harper; Hibbatd, NigJi, X{arr, Learn, Sherk, Pound, Wi)son, Wa.rren, { • · • 
)\Vint\'fmute;Winger, Platow, Senn, trout, Page and Za.11ltz. Most oftlll!se-h'ldcomei.n fr<:illl.' :·,;. ;[<, 
;!'e""ylvania,llft1:r the war of .'1,metican Independenc;e. >c .···. · .. · •. •·. <:c. .•··' .• · .. · .• •;., i> • 

; . .. Forf:Erie was.the s<ene ot much fighting during the. war. of 181.2·14 and did nPt rec<:Wer ••.· &: · ' • ·~. ·•· 
~-. <·· .. <'·: .:<· . .,, .-:•·.- -::-, _.,_ '' .< ",, .- ·-··.. .· '· .. --- -- .. --.- "·._. ,:'"'· ·-.-_.-_-- ,\> '·~---·_·}-z:·: 
~or:ije:v,e!ralyears. Th~! againin 1866the villitiiewli$1>ractlei1llY de~troyed)and the.country: · ,· .. ;•;.;• 
t~ w~tef Sine~: that time the village enjoyed quite a. g!owt.hbut did not become verylar~e. ;, 1; i i ,,\;. ,, 

]Fort T~~:J::!:~u;~~:::~·:~;~:j:t~;as~~~~~~;11~~:,Z!l~~;t; ''··~i· h•;1'~n·~ri' 
~~ l~itil\illyk<~>t bf th<t PM!< Coinmi.,..fon; ··. ·. .·· ... · .. ,. '. ··.· . · .. ·· .. ·.. . . ·· .·•:·.· >> · •.·· • ·. .;,i, •);'. 

·.• ln: !837 1'11rt Etle•wns i11et\rpotated as a Villag~. It"IWI an are• of about 900 acre$ and Yfi. ••+ 
i~xt¢ndli<! for ~early.two miles and a.half along the river front. . At that time fthad!!.PO~atlon ,, 
of _11bo~t 900, tt c'orttained t~ sto1ce.•, four tav'.""~s, .a mach\heshop, .fQ'lt <1hur¢het.,,d.l1 t~ge. ;;• 1.; · 
,~•llJSlt(\{l ~ed as !he he<ldq11a,,ters ?f tli<> 44t!U:latta!fon; . . · ·. ' . ·.···. L ' •;; 

Ill 19:!0. the P{1pulat.!011 is 2,400 and its boundaries reach to Bddgebur·g on the North.- ·; 
Th1n:ofubin~;villll.l!e!!rn1aki!lg one industrral centre., Jlave a chemical plant,, a .steel lii•u1. 

" /.·,-., f'<i ;i'J.:'. ' "'.' ' '.0' --~.·.~:-.·" '.,,- _.,' - ~ ,. - "/, -•• •. ;:, -<::::. ' .. ·'. '/ >' __ .,_,_ ,-'.,·.·.-· .:,·i'J: 
' ;'!'.,· .• ·-,:.::~;.t' .. •.·•· .• ~.:.\;,:-+.-; i' <- ;. ,•.' .. ·.·.·.· >'· "-.··.·_:.);·,: •.• • .. :._·-' ,; _._- _: - . -.- - ,,{'-: .. ···::A;·;--,-

-;,;,' .•. -... ,' ,, __ - .--:~---~·>-?·.·, <:\~'.··- '>-'', ,_ '""' 
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'!1ri~;thrlvlJ\~ .• wwn .1$.situa~ llt•the tQwnship Qf R1milieri!te~oeat 
nd Canal, Lake Eric .... It rovers an area of approidmately 71J(J a<:re11. 

l;rnilt was rQ!Oeivcd fromlhe Crown lly a Mr. Robinson and locaUcinwa.s knuwn as G1·a 
Bay until the Canal. was comp\ete4 to tha~ point in 1832.. original 

~"cf that gravel was abundanJ in the little bay, It~ present name was given 
oLSir Joh11 Col borne. . · .· · . .·. · • .. ·· . · ....•.. ·... · · ... ··. · · • ,, . 
· This disUnguished gentleman W~ very prorpine11t •in _Canad~ ~utl11i~ the 'llOY 

g,,to Canada he.had serv~d with ~ellington's anny in the Peninsular War. ;,· nd·afltertl 
apoleomc perilwas ended the grim old Veteran was sent out: as Li<.eutenlmt-G;oV<orni;.>~<lf 
ariada. )n 1835 he proceeded to administer the Clergy Reill!r'•es 

ngli111d inasmuch as he undenitoocl this c!enonrinat_ion w~.s .rtte$1ntm th•'· Pi>rtiun 
'ch sarid the Reserves were fo1• the supp~rt of the tor1ty-lo· 
oriei\(ifthe Church of England-with the finest parts of the! re,,,,,,,,,q la.11d:mdlthereby 
great c)lspre~.sure of the other l'totestant P<>clies, .. So 

de<;lamlto Lord Durham tha~ Jlrls act was the ma.ill ca.u8e (If M;jck•en:ilie's f<ebe:lllci,'1, . 
. WMI\ the Rebellion broke <Jut Sir John's term of offiicewll.sj1"$t e<Jmiingtci,,ii,nemi,. mu.,•n1n 

e'was 'actµally taking boat tci. r~turn home, illstr1lctlons wer~ received fron(E11:gll!.nd ap1pointiJ 
·m Comfoander-in0chief of the forces against. the rebels ... As an old. S<iH"u.er, 

campaign with grea.t vigor and the rebels. were qttickl)'cnished .. , . .·· 
•Ggvernor-Gem'ral of Canadii a~d wassworn in as such in Jan. 1839.. Fro!Il this dfotinguishi 
public fuan,PortCo!borne godtsnamo. . ..... . .. .. . .· . .. . . .· .. · , ... 

Muc!) of the early hL•tory. <>f Pnrt Co!borite is tbe bisfory .. oi th~ b-qilding 
d this need Il<!t be rep!l!lted. The workproceeded untlergreat difficulties in ·•~ """"' 

'owing to th.e rock which bad. to be pen"etrated in the Lake J<;ric section. Als~ in tS:32th.e• AJ;il!'1 
cholera spread panic. atl1ung the workmen. . Large numbers dit>d; . and me< lkitl aid· against 
;scou.tge•was h2rdto obtain: ..• $«ires. offalior~rs as well as many . of·. !hos~ who were carryll 
. on relief w0rk; died. For a tiroe work. 4ad to be suspended eutirel y; l;tut thu plague disappear rt.,, ). \ •;.;}•· )~\ f:? ·.'. 
"when winter came on.. .··.. . : • . . .· . . . . 

Hon. w. FL Merritt .in 1834'oougM ll!ostof the IB.fu:l 0'11 

itt;if in l.!llilding lots.· .. Aoout the sa111e timi he had a post office·,,, o.tal>lis'lrnd in .the s<'1ttle:iri~:n ~,:,. •.••: ': 
'as. member of ['arli~merit he had the greatest influencein ca.lling the attention .- ' '' - ' ' ' ' ~ - : --- ' ' ' - ' . 


