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the proposed improvementis,

develop themselves,

referred to the Roval
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it of great importence to Bertie & Fort Erie generally.
Unfortunately during the following stormy session;of
Parliement; it was not brought up, but on Dec. 7th., 1836 another

n from Alexander Douglas (Dr. Douglas's Father) and 88

H
tT)

ot
H-
t
e
O

others from Bertie and Willoughby townships, asking for per-

mission to incorporzte a cansl construction,Comp."from Fort Erie

duced by the Niagars lember; and it was referred

committee, which reported favourably , to
18th., of Jan. 1837. However wher it came up for the third
rezding on Feb 14th., Williem Hamiltom Lerrit, moved &n ammen-

dent , that nothing in the

ill should effec+ the rights
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"'Fort Erie, July 18th, 1838.
"'Col. the Honble James Kerby
*'We, the undersigned officers of the Queens Niagara Fencibi

~now about to be digbanded? feel desirous of shewing our respect at
esteem to you as Col. of the Corps.  We therefore beg your accept-
ance of the accompanying small but sincere testimonial of the kind
~ fcclmﬂs we have entertained towards you. = With the best wic
for the future Welfare and happiness of yourself and Family We v
ever remain your sincere and devoted Friends.
Captams Ensigns.

1 James S. Egan 1 G. W. Webster

2 Edmund Riselay : 2 Kenneth Reid

3 George H. Sheéhan 3 James Hogan

4 Alexr. Douglas , 4 John Mylne

s William Duff 5§ Wm. A. Rooth

6C. H. Leonard . : 6 Henry Foot

7 John Ussher . Pay Mastr.

8 C. W. Grange .~ Kenneth Robertson
Lieutenants. - Qurvecﬂ&.

1 Wm. E. Roberss




KERBY _ and . the Fort Erie MIIT -
ev. On March 6 he was dirccted to bargain for

two thousand bushiels on the River Thames.  On April 10 they

obscrved that he had purchased 1650 bushels and stated their hopes

that he would obaain two thousand. On May 1, he is informed that

they have chartcred the schooner Persercrance to convey their wheat .

to Fort Erie and he was instruceed to ship one thousand bushels

on board e On June 1, they wrote that he had their authority

to pav 5/ per bushel for another thousand bushels, although the
price patd at Fore Frie Mills, Chippawa, and Queenston had fallen
constderably On June gth the Persererance had returned from Kettle
Creck with wheat and tlour, and as soon as she was unloaded, which
would be the next day, she would sail for Sandwich, if the wind
permitted. to take on board the wheat he had on hand. On June
11, they stated thae a scow belonging (o them loaded with wheat
from a vesscl at Fort Frie had sunk in the rapids but the cargo had
been saved. Next day thev imformed him they would send 715 bags
for shipping wheat. On Junce 13, the Pervererance was stull at Fort
Eric harbour, waiting for a fair wind. On June 29 they announced |
that the Perseverance had sailed with bags on board and directed |
Askin to ship not less than 2200 bushels on her. He was instructed
to “'engage’’ all the wheat he could, even if he had to pay 3/ per
bushel for it, delivered at Sandwich. Oa July 10, they had sent
535 bags on the Perseverance and the wheat shipped in her had arrived
in “perfect good order.”” They were glad to learn that Askin was
likelv to increase the quantity purchased by him to five or six thoa-
sand bushels. On July 18, they remarked that the price of wheat |
had fallen but hoped he would continue to buy to the extent of
six thousand bushels if he could do it at 4/ to 4/€ per buskel or
even §/ for a goad lot as an inducement, “‘but it is the extent you
ought to pay for the present, lower if you possibly can.”” On Aug-
ust 10, the Perscoerance had just discharged her carge of wheat from |
the River Thames and would return for more. On August 22, he|
was told that Kerbv had gone with his family ro Avon Springs, in|

|
|

the State of New York, for the benchit of their health. Wheat was |

4/6 per bushel. ““The wheat of the present year is not worth with |
us as much as that of last year by 1/6 per bushel.”” On August 30,
they stated that the Perseverance had arrived with a thousand bushels ‘
of wheat and had sailed the day before for another cargo from Kettle |
Creek. On September 13 Kerby was absent attending the Assizes |
at Niagara. The schooner Talbot had arrived the day before. They

had received a part of her cargo and the remainder had been unloaded |
at Fort Erie. On November 2, Askin was informed that the absence |
of Kerby attending the Quarter Sessions and the adjourned Assizes |
immediately after for the last three weeks had precluded him from

going into his accounts. Finally, on November 27 they inquired |
whether he would be able to act as their agent for the purchase of |
wheat on the same terms as before. . i

Quote:::: from Kerby by Col E.A. cruikshank.

"On Feb. 1820, Grant And Kerby took a step to provide for the
future parchase of the Grist Will at Fort Erilerapids, from William Dunbar.
The M11l1l had been ©bullt some™thirty years before by , and Dunbar had cut
a canal through solid rock for a consideranle distance for supplying 1t .
with water from the river. it escaped destruction during the war, 1812.




THE FORT ERIE MILL:::::
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JAMES KERBY------=- an

In 1796 Thomas Clark went into Partnership with a Samuel St., and a Robert
Nichol. It lasted three years; and they bullt warehouses at Queenston,
Cnippewa, #nd Fort prie. In the early 1800's A Robert Grant went into
Partnersn:p with James Kerby and they leased these warehouses of Clark &
Sk ‘

The stone warenouse thaf stood Just south of the 0ld Fort, was taken
over by the Government in 1812; and they held it till the troops left,1813,.
It was soon afterwards burnt by the enemy. The war had done great damage to
grant & rerby‘sholding in thr district; however they kept the partnership
and took up again as forwardrrs and shippers of Merchandise from over the
Niage*a Portage to Fort Erie.

In 1820 Robert Grant took over the Mill property at Fort Erie ,
from a William Dunbar. This MillL was situated at the head of the Rapids,
about 3/4 of a wmile upstream from the Waterloo Ferry landing at the
foot of Catherine St. A ¢hannel was deepened 1in the rock along the shore =

line of the river to make '"The MILL RACE". The next closest Mill was
Chippawa; so all the wheat grown within ten miles of the village was
Brought to Fort Erie Mills. In order to keem® the Mill fully employed, it
Bas necessary to lmport grain from other areas; and this entalled a great
deal of work for Kerby and his partner. During the winter the Mill was
often 1dle, because of the ice Jjams in the River; and at other times of
the year it was out of operation for the lack of sufficient water. Kerby
saught help from the Government to have a canal built; Which would not only
aasure a plentiful supply of water, bubt would allow safe passage of boats
apstream in the area of the Rapids. To thurther this dream a committee of
prominate men i the Village formed, and for several years heated discussions
for and against this ventyre were heard around the Village. Finally the
idea was shelved because of the financial reasons, and also lack of inter-
est in the right places. - ' ‘
In 1823, (Grant & Kerby sold a third of their interests in
to Benjamin Hardison. He died 3Shc y 8fter and Kerby "33%% o T
In 1831 Grant & Kerby broke up their Partnership, and Kerby went into
busliness on nis own. Poor healtn, and the pressure of other Public off'ices,
made nls MLill unprofitable ; and he sold out +to Buffalo . interests, in _
43 On Jan 14th 1831 W illiam Dunvar gave ¥erpy 2 auit elsim Jeed f his
interests in the Fort Frie 4i11s for the sum of ore thomenad  “pounds,
Kerby was given the Superitendance of the Ferry in 1840, and the same
year he»had‘wgrfs anda warehouse bullt. He émployed Nelson Forsyth for
this job, and for the job of running his Ferry. The new landing was moved
: :tr&amkffem the foot of Catherine, 1/3rd. of a8 mile from the old Landing,
, 5§_glsser t9 the Mill. He approached the Government to make this place
~3Leialkland1ng§ and for years faught this out with them and the owners
014 Berry. : .
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- "With refer |
27th Nove., an -Answer to which has been just recetve |
terits, I beg leave to acquaint you that cur ‘cogga‘rmershg?, :
has existed for nearly twenty years, will be dissolved by
al consent on the 31st instant, And that the business at this
- after that period will be conducted by myself. I shall con-
inue to purchase wheat as usual, And if you will consent to become
my nt in your Quarter, under the conditions contained in your
ter last received in relation thereto, I shall be pleased. You will |

pleased to confirm the understanding, if found agreeable to you,

~and to instruct me at your carliest convenience how 1 shall pay
_ your drafts, or remit you. . - ‘
"G & K wrote you on the r7th instant.”
_ On 14th of January, 1831, William Dunbar gave Kerby a quit |
clzim deed of his intere the Fort Erie Mills, for the sum of one

- thousand pounds. -




