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96 NIAGAAA BOULEVARD 
. · ' 

~Y · I~~t~~ spring of 1900 we moved from West Avenue in Buffalo and fr6m 
the .Cottage•.on the Garrison Road to 96.;Niagara Boulevard in the then Village 

Written by Eugene Montillon son of George& Abbie. _ . 

.. . .... \9f Bridgeburg~ \ _ · 
: "'. ·z~~ ·. ·. • . ' 

·~·~·:.J,''J ·Years ~g the-Village ~f. Bridgeburg was annexed by the Village of Erf~ • 
. _ ~~> There are""'s lll two post offices, Fort Erie.South, the Olct,Fort Erie~ ~1'14 
~:' · J;orfJrie .. North previousl.y Bri.dgeburg. • . . . 

·.~)%, / • . Ear 1 y .in ! 900 . fa the~ bought th i S property, a ~out on~ mi 1 e down rj ve~ 
:} . ·from .the :dock .rn Fort E,r1e of the Buffalo-Fort Erie Ferr1es. ~ 

~r· . 
96. Niagara Boulevard.was a property of about 3 acres, 180 foot front"· 

... age, and .500 to 600 feet deep. A.' large brick frame house stood about 100: . 
'j • . · • feet back from the road midway ,; n the width of the property. Behind the 

he>use was. a barn~ lhere were ~several large old trees and huge Tilac ' . · 
? _bushes iri front of. the house. To the east across the Niagara. River, a · 

\,_··i" half._mile away was, .still is, the U.S.A. and the City of. Buffalo. Othf:!r"' 
wise,ithe ·property was open fields. The rear of the property was bounded 

' · by a single track line of the Grand Trunk Rail road, a freight line from ·0 

·the .Bddgeburg .Railroad yards to the ferry dock in Fort Erie. Beyond, to 
the; west was farm land. •· 

·- \ -

This section of Niagara Boulevard was known as Quality Row •. For . /j 
,, several hundred feet southerly .to the Bowen Road the land was vacant. To · , 

·..>.the.north along Niagat'a Boulevard was several other large propertie~; 
next to ·us,. the Walter Curtis family, .also Americans. Mr. Curtis owned .. "": 
the farm land to the west of our pro.perty. Then came th·~·::Gr,ahams, ~hen· ·. · 
thecMi.ss Hersheys, two middle aged maiden ladies. Jack Mann, a nephew. 

· 1~.v~d ~~th his aunts. _ 01c..~ · 

_.-I • ! 

_ ·. Next_~o the Hersheys were·,Mr •. and Mrs. B~n~er. !he Binner~.iliveq/ · ·, 
11 1•,,.,_more or/Jes_s unto.themselves .and did ·not participate· in our soc1~1 . .-

··.actiV'ities ... Next north was a property, 80 Niagara Boulevard, which · ··· · 
.... , ,·; ,.· chan~ed .ownership several times a~d i~ lat~r years was the residence:·pf,. i,,. 
't >:'/~ ,1 -my s1ster and her husband, Jack F1tzG1bbon. Then came the Charles Lewis· .\ 
~~.,:,: :.:?:' ,: fami lyL_then the Henry ~ewi s family. These families were.cousins~. ~-
~'.~'.t;'.<'~;,;,."~;'Qu·a li't.Y.~Road-ended with a property of large frontage occupied by.tthe- '::-;i · 
E~sr::;~~:{J·d1~)~fe!1 family. Qua.Uty Row ~xtended for about a .quarter _of a mile aJ(>ng · 

- ~?<_"\~N1apar~'.Boul~vard. ~ · 1 
• ~.· ••• 

. ( . .:·. . -· . . . ; . :y. 
The Niagara Boulevard .home.was my father's opportunity to indulge his 

; and\ lands cape: dev~ l opment hobby. Al so he saw the fruits of .=his · 
'lived on this property<for f9rty year~. "' · v · · 

- . ' . •' ' ~. . 



- ;; ·, ·( ·~· ·:''·"""1 , , ·{ '1r .- . · - . . . ,' , J, f', , ' . \_·-.., 

.~ ('-A(.th~\'si~e· 'and·. re~~ ' Of . th~· ~O~~e ·~fathe~ ·pl1anted se~~ral1 suga'r . maples.~·_,'­
' Th~y 'Were<rio~~-mor~ · than 'tw_o to : tHre'e i'nch· \caliper: when . pl anted • . ·: ourfn~L'_'., · . : 
: father~s-· lffe.time, v they g~ew{ ~o be -large _trees;-/ o,ne of them in particular ,, 
\Was ve~.Y-)arge, the -trunk wa.s~_almost three . feet .Jn qiame.ter. _The .tree had _ ' 
a spfe.ad1.of 'at-;! east. fo .rty.: f eet. · : · r~' . . - : 1

" \. 

,:.~:!·, ··-.-, ·, __ ....... :.· .\~' · i....-· ~ ~. -..... ... · ~_ .... - .' .' --~ •• \-" . ' -~ - .. - • .'\ ...... \ ,· • j \ . · 

~ ., ···'.- rlie enti're·-property wa·s ·fenced. Father planted the boundaries with . 
tall shrubs and small ·trees ·neXt to the fence, material of medium height 
and Jow g~owing plants; in fron~ with packets of barberious material such · 
as peononi es and phlox. I~e enti~e composi .ti on ! was c~rvel i ni an in si l hou .. 
ette and gfound-,1 i ne. i ' ' j / ' . : ' ._, 
ti ~ \ ~ -· ..,_ I j , . 

"= ''.,.· · Ube~ty Hyde Bailey, Professor of Horticulture, Cornell University, 
'.later ,first Dean of the New York State College of Agriculture at Cornell 

.. u·niver?:)tfw~s father's inspfration. · Father owned and read all of · 
:. Professor:. Bailey's books on landscape gardening. . . 
.';( · .: :,·~-:' ; ... .. ;:. ' ' . ·. ' . . ,};, .;. . · .. ' ~\ ' .. . / . 

t . :~,.:-.At. the- south 1 side ~ of the b,arn father located the vegetabl.~ garden. 
: At the north 'side he ·. built ,a· chicken, coop and chicken yard. Back of the_ 
, q_arn in ·a~r area of at least 1 a half acre, ·fathel".' pl~nted an orchard and a 
:' vineyard. ; There were ' apple,peach and plum .trees . . The grapes were Concord 
'.. and Niagara. . - · · . · . . . ~- · · . · . ' _ . .- ' · 

'':'-.~·:,.I . ~ I ·~. ·/ . ' ' ,' _, ', . ·., . ) ' . \ . ' . -, ' I !.. ' 

( -- ·.; ,- Fenced, at the far . rear. of, t~e 'property, ·was the pasture for .. q1,1r horse. 
:( ~:.._;-"~. ·.j cl-_'. .. -' : .: . . "\ . " • . \~. --'. · . ,. - ., . ' I\ , 1 1, -· , 

~~1· ~ Jhe ~home on Niagara Boulevard ' ~as a large part of ~ather'~ lif~. 1 

,·,ouririg the; spring, summer 1and autu'1'Jn. father got up at five or six o'clock ,· 
_·~,in .,t~e ~ !llorni'ng, worke~. in ', the .g·arden for an hour or more,1 had breakfast, ~ 
:·.went '.. to Buffalo and was at his offi1te at nine ·o'clock or soon after. I 
'\ th)n(·ttrat -'fa th.er thqroughly enjoyed · the manner -: of living >Which he .hgd · 

acnieved •' ' ;· . _,: ' ' ' ~/ ' ' .:.. ' ' ' J. ' , 
-· -. ' 
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