Could you tell me about the Canadian
~geologist and explorer J.B. Tyrrell?
J. Borgatti, Willowdale, Ont.

A

Joseph Burr Tyrrell set out to become a
lawyer, but his doctor told him to find
an outdoors job. As a result, a great
many gaps on the then largely blank
maps of western and northern Canada
were filled in.

Son of an Irish immigrant, Tyrrell was
born in 1858 in Weston, now part of
Metropolitan Toronto, and graduated
from the University of Toronto. Then,
because of that medical advice, he
joined the Geological Survey of Canada.
In 1883 he had his baptism in the field

of exploration working under George M.

Dawson, who was surveying the Rocky
Mountains from the U.S. border to
Kicking Horse Pass and the Bow River.
The next year Tyrrell was sent out on
his own. For three years he led a party
surveying and exploring a large slice of
Alberta. He discovered the now famous
coal seams on the banks of the Red
Deer River and, near Drumbheller, he
also found the first of the scores of
dinosaur fossils that were to be dug up
in that area.

In his 17 years with the Geological Sur-
vey there were two outstanding achieve-
ments. First was a trip to Morinville,
about 25 miles north of Edmonton,

where he found that reports of oil
seepage were true. Wells were promptly
drilled in the area, but we would have
had an oil boom earlier if they’d been
drilled exactly where Tyrrell found the
traces. It wasn’t until after the Second
World War that several rich wells were
brought in near that spot.

Tyrrell’s most positive achievement,
however, was his epic exploration of the
desolate tundra lands known even now
as the Barren Lands, west of Hudson
Bay. Acting on reports about a great
river flowing north, Tyrrell — then 34 —
headed east from Lake Athabasca with
his brother James, six paddlers, three
canoes and a vague Indian map. Almost
three months later, he had found the
long-sought Dubawnt River and had
reached Chesterfield Inlet on Hudson
Bay. From there, he led his starving,
frostbitten party through snowstorms
and floating ice to Fort Churchill, 400
miles south — and then another 800
miles by snowshoe and dog team to
Winnipeg. Undaunted, Tyrrell crossed
the region the following year by a dif-
ferent route. His mapping of the Barren
Lands was all we knew of that part of
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Canada until aerial surveys 40 or more
years later.

After being sent to the Klondike gold
fields, Tyrrell fell out with Clifford
Sifton, then Minister of the Interior,
and set up in Dawson as a consultant
engineer, specializing in gold mining. In
1906, he moved his headquarters to
Toronto, and in 1924 became president

‘ of the ailing Kirkland Lake Gold Mining

Co., which 30 years later had mined
almost $30-million worth of gold.

An academic. as well as an explorer,
Tyrrell also edited the journals of other
explorers, wrote of his own adventures
and so left a record of the often for-




Cruikshank

Towing article on the well-
known soldier, Brigadier-Get-
etal E. A, Cruikshank, recalls
his life as an historian and
writer of international repute.
By RUTH CLEAVES HAZELTON

Fimc;(, Alexander Cruikshank, the
Canhadian historian-soldier was
born in Bertie Township, Wellana
Col}nty. Ontario June 29, 1853. On-
torio was then Upper Canada, siuce
Confederation was not until 1867,
and the War of 1812-14 had end-
ed bub thirly-nine years before. Tt
is mot -improbable to assume that
ds a boy the future historian heard
mahy accounts of the stirring events

on'the Niagara Frontier, had beenf

thrilled by the story -of that "1331,]
Battle -of Chivalry” at Chippawa;
knew. of General Porter’s. “Sortig|
from TFort Erie” decseribed by
David Young .in his ‘Historical
Facts and Thrilling Incidents of the
Niagara Frontier, 1903 “as-

tachment to penetrate a passage
through the woods. Being perfectly
acquainted with the ground, he
with  his men, trod silently -ana
circuitously along, when arriving
at thew destined point, they rush-
ed upon the eremy.” Even though
it was an American ruse, what boy
could hear such a story and re-
main unmoved? Queenston, and
Lundy's Lane! The story ' of Lhe
Griffin, and a boy's wonder as t0
its fate! The trail that Laura Ss°
cord took; . Heroic -sagas, Indian{
tales! in such a fashion inust the
plind bard of Chios have gathered
some of his ;Homeric epics; hali
minstrel, - half historian. The later
phrase ,refers to our suhject,” wno
was .a careful and -accurate s his-
‘torian; yet it is possible to-see how
‘he came by his love of history wien
we' examine his early surroundings |
Land environment. ¢ -

Ernest ‘Alexander Cruikshank was
the son of Alexander Cruikshank |
of Peterhead; and Margaret Mibe,|
also of Aberdeenshire, Scotland. His |
parents came to Canada in 1835, |
and seftled near Fort Erie. He at-|
tended the Fort. Erie public school,
St. Thomas Grammar - School, and
| Upper Canada College; gradual-
ing with honors from each estab-
lishment, :

He was & noted linguist, having
studied - and -hecome proficient. inl
the usa of some twelve languages.
After - graduation’ from. the Uni-
versity of  Alberta, he worked on
several United States mnewspapess
and. magazines. Later, ‘he took up
farming at Fort Erie.- ;o

The list of public offices he heid
‘ncluded’ that of ‘assessor® of  .the
township ‘of “Bertie 1876-77);" frea-
surer ' of ‘the Village. of ‘Fort Hiie|
(1877-78); 'Reeve . of the iillage,]
1878, -1319, -1880, 1881,. 1882, : 1885,
1836) .etg. -In 1886. he. was .elecied
Wardei of ‘Welland County. In ali,|
he: was' Reeve far -fifteen 'years,

[ ly in' the Aiberta training centeis

f| France in 1917, two years later.

and a inember of the county coun-|
el for eight years. In 1882 he was
also’ appointed a Jusiice of tne
Peace; and in 1883 served. as -eh-
gineer for the township of Berlic.
Later  he held several appoinlive
offices, was police magistrate at
Niagarc Falls (1903-08); and chair-
man of both the collegiate .insti-
tute and the  geueral hospital
boards. '
During all this period he hever
ceased to ‘he' an ardent student
i of history; both:civil and militaiy. |
| He ‘was a mast careful gatherer of|}
facts, cnecking and rechgcking the |}
evidence he accumulated for his |
various papers, and lectures. The |}
lafe Ernest Green, Niagara Falls|j
historian, was fond of "repeating

Brigadier-General Cruksinank's ax-j

iom: “If it isn't true, it isn't: hist-
ory.” o

His 1ilitary - career properly be- |

gins in 1877 when he was' commis-
sioned ensign in the 44th Welland
Battalisn of Volunteer Infantry. 19
1899 he was raised to the rank. ol
lieutenant-colonel = of the . ‘Linuolrn
and Welland Regiment, and faliow-
ing thi> was made brigadier' of ghe
5th Infaniry Brigade. In 1911 he
was -appointtd a colonel on.  ‘iha
permanent staff, and was assigned
to take command of Militayy Dis-
irict 13, at-Calgary, He was here
‘until ~1¢17. Promotions -came as 2
result of his splendid efficlenvy ana
thoroughness in all detai] . especial-

for .troops destined for service in|
World War L » ‘
“In 1915 his promotion came
lhe post of Brigadier-General. and
he was assizned -to special duiy

At she end of the war, he re-

turned to Ottawa and was appoint-
ed Dircctor of the Historical Sgc-
tion of the General Staff, and he
remained at this work until his re-

tirement in 1921.. In 1908 he Wwas|j
appoinied keeper .of the military|§

manuscpipts in  the Archives of

Canada. Here he classified: Ube

military records and prepared in-|j

dices and inventories; but he 1e-
siened the position during the war
| years. But in 1919 General Cruik-
chank was appointed to the board
of the newly created Historic Sites
and Mponuments body, and Wwas
elected chairman at the first meet-
| ing, and this work he continued
until niz death in 1939. He. was
eminently fitted for the task ol
advising and superintending this
work of preservation of the sites
of na‘icnal importance; old forti-
fications, historic spots. and paft-
| tlefields, He conducted exhaustive
| ressarcn and prepared carefyl in-
scriptions  for memorial markeis;
and his studies over the years in
his favorite study of history were
 amply repaid in the accuracy he
| now b.ought to his work as chair-
man, Perhaps even more than
careful research was his fine, -
telligent entnusiasm forr the pre-
servation of all historical data,

The 'list of his published work
| articles, books, pamphiets, eley
would be voluminous. He Was an

outstaicing authority, and his wor‘zs;
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| was widely distributed m miliia
and  historical ' publications;
newspapers and periodicals 1o
United States,  Great Brilain
Canada. He was a well-know:
turer, a clear and forceful

who knew his subject. He pre;
many publications for the
Society of Canada’s Luhdy's
Historical 5 , the N
Historical Society, Welland Co
ty Historical Soci and the Ou
tario Historical 1] of W'
are greatly indebted to s pes.

In 1935 he was awarded the T3
rell gold medal for outsianding
work 1n connection with the his.ory
of Canada, by the Royal Socity
of Canaaa. He was a Fellow ol
Royal Society of Canada, aud vl
the Royal Historical Sociely of |
Great Britain, vice-president of thz |
Canadian Military Institute, aod
past president of the Ontario it
torical Socjely; as well as being &
member of many other similar =
cietles.

- His style of writing wuas teis
{actual, but was lit by lin
usyal understanding and

m an historian. Iie writes, in "The

Battle of Lundy’s Lane,’ (page 17}:

“Major-General Phineas Riall, I

Britisn commander, was an olliZe’

of twenty years standng, yet had

seen little actual wariare. He W&

described as a  short, stout, nedi- g

ighted man, of an impetuous tobi-

perament, and rashly brave.” base

53): ‘Searcely | had these  s0UNGS

died away, when a shell from e §

British battery struck one of

son’s ammuniition wagons,

instantly blew up with a greit

plosion.” In this last ling, may
f iot s22 the vision of a small

in For; Eric  s$3lae yeuls i
hearinz of sucl; an 4ipstanc
plete with “a great explsoion

General Cruikshank was a ne
of Holy Trinity warch, Ottay
He was married twijce. His firs
was Miss Julia Kenunedy ol &
ton, Pa., who was the author of it
:imm‘esrmg book “Whirlpool Hul
, —The Dream House an the N
River' (London; George Allen and
Unwin Ltd. Ruskin House, 14l
is second wifa w )

Diurdie who now 5

Bricadier-Goneral
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Calgary,1st liarch,1211.

Dear Sister:-
I have duly received your letter
lated the 2C8th February and I am glad to note

TR SR
haracter of your handwriting

that you are gaining strength,but the spring
s 4o . s o o , 4 i, %
is the critical time as season goes on the

Niagara and you must particularly careful of
yvourseclf until warm weather rcally returas.
Julia is considerably detter,the
nurse has gone away a week azo and she is
able to go outside a little Hut apasears still
-

very weak and unable to stand much exertion,

indeed,;I have to help her with the little

louse vork there is to do.lliss Llurdie,the

nurse,oxpects to return as soon as her jresen
case is cﬁdg&,ﬁ"t%aﬁij to-norrow,and stav

receives another call.Ve kx
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