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reface Ly the writer of this story -

[ a: nearly el -hty-five years cld and during my lifetlme many preat
evantz: have Lappened whieh have changed the way of 1ife of milliona of
people. [t is verhaps strange thut one eplscde seems to stand out in
Yy menorv.  Id isiprincipally about wy father who passed away over

fifty venra ago. W mother who lived to be eighity~scven was c2lled upon
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when she was in her teens Lo aasume 8 grsat responsibility. Her home

e

wag near Cayuga, Ontaric, and her maiden nawme was lary Adelline MeClung.
ser older sister who was married to wy fatlierts older brother Robert
Gleany, disd and left a family of five small children, three girlsg and
two bovs. The youngest boy was just an infant end my wother was salled
upon to nurse and raise this young family. MMy Tnele Rotzrt owned two
farms nesr the Grand Rivser. Under these farms wss a strata of pgypsum
roeck of sbout seven to elight feet thick. He undertook to mine Lhis bed
of gypsum because it was valuable as a fertilizer. My father, Yhomas Al
“lemay, who had lesrned his trade as a blacksmith, went to Cayuga to
snarpen the tools for the miners. (e stayed there for nine jears and 1%
wag dupring that time that riy mother was ecaring for and raising Uncle Al
Fobert's fauily. %
lear the latter part of that reriod, i; 1979, nmy father and mother
were married. My fatier had already purclhased a farm of seventy-i'ive
acres in Decrtle Townglilp about two miles eazst of Stevensville, a sméll
ecrossroads villaga. 'y father's own home had been near the village of
Chippawa which 13 not far from Hiagara Falls. It was in 1883 wien I was
one vear old tiat we moved to tiis new home in Bertle and my father pro-
cgedad to bulld a new brick house. 'fe had already built a blauksmiﬁh

shop and barn. My father's forebears ceme to Canada from the north of

relond, and on that scoount he bul 3 certein amount of Trish wit.
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jor wWas a2lwmys busy in the worning getting the ehildran up and
cmy fether had formed the habll, particviarly in summer, of
@g3up eariﬁ and golng down %o the shop %0 work for an hour ﬂ?-%ﬁ@,.
then returning to the house for breakfast. Blasksmithing beling a

& and not $oo elsan job he usually wore a minimum of clethes which
f.éﬂ prompbed my moiher te remark thst he looked just like a hobe.

On this particular worning, he was cowming back to the houss for
_ ﬁf$akfas$ when he met & real hobo. The latter stopped my Ffather, saying:

"Well, perdnmer, how is it poing with you?' Father drew 8 long face

and gomplained,

"Oh, not too goed. I memege to gzet & few hand-outs here and there,
buit rarely a square meal.”

"Too bad,” sympatnized the transient. "Here, take this. I% may
hely you alopmg the way,” and he pulled out a fifty-cent pisce and handad
it o my father. My father thanked him gravely and pocketed the monsy.
Reaching the houge he fnuné my motier Just beginning to ged breakfast
FEAdY «

"iit down 8 minute,” she mald. “"what 2 moraningl And %o sap 1% all
& hobe eamg to the door wanitlng something te eat. I told him I jJusi
didntt have time to get him breakfast so I gave him fIfty cente to buy it
gomawhere alse,”

How as this siory concerns my father mostly, T should tell yﬁﬁ'
somathing sbhout him. As peopls in‘th93$ days had to depsnd s0 much on
themsslves, they had to be wuch mors self-reliant $han they aﬁ&,tmdayg
when our whole 1ife zeems to depend 90 much upon okhers. My fathﬁr did
not care wery much for faeming as his inolipation was towsrd mechanical
work. Ag he began to do work for the people In the vieinlty the demand

for various kindz of work grew untll he goopn 31id not have any tlme fop
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ﬂa& Lime He think of something ! it the winber. A9
1and Tully elesred of tress and Loah,
in thak way during the winter sesgon. My
ther used to tell me about the black walnut iress being swut down and the
Toge piled up ss high as they could ws, and wurned. To us in this ags
snig seems to be & berrible wasta, but §o the Papmer thers Was noe valuw
in walnut compared to the vslue ol the slesypsd iland. Of courss, wleared H
iand needed fenees and ong of ihe problens for the fermer was to boprs
holes for posts in the slay soil. When you got wore shan & few incheos
of soil on the auger, it was next o impoasivle to 11ft the dirt out oo
agcount of the susilon. Haﬂﬂé wy father seb bis mipd %o work snd dis-
covared 8 solution. He invented an auger with & hollow handle and stem
which would all@w_tﬁﬁ suction to esecape. And of sourse 1t nad i g
cessonable in price. He nad this auger patentsad and durlng ihs naxt few
yesrs he hturned out geveral hundreds of thenm mogily during ths winiter
mamnthd .

ﬁiﬁ ingenuity extended along ottar lines as weil. In the hlaakﬁﬁi&h
gnop, ha dg a pair of forceps for pulling feeth and as thare was no
dentist within milea, he becnams an asateur dentist. 1% wag very somnon
for many people, sspecially voung meople, Lo gat severe toothaghes and
1t pegame gulte common for them teo come Lo my fetner o have Lhalr feaih
axtracted. Wa usad bo have an old pocking ohaiy on the bsok poreh ianto
which he would pul the poiient and pive tilm or her a guall smount of
whiskey, which helped to sase the pain.

My fathepr wag a laprpe man of six feet go Tor hinm, yﬁlling teeth

was child's play.
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were guite oommon, a5 1 renamtar oue day a nelghbor come tO B89 15 oy
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1o was very sick with diptheris or guingy and her Sthroat was

“ghut. He le vefore the Deoctor sould get

Hrie which wss soms geven milss sway and the
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s wees very bad. So of sourse he went with the girlts fathsr and
;ing into the glrl's btowoat, he realized that something had to be dong
p.é.ﬁneeg becauss her throat wes prastisally elosed and she gould scapescely -
hpeathe. His ?aeket.kmif@ hed ¢ smell narrow blale whlsh he gharilizsd o
by holding 1% in a flame until it wss hot, then he lanced both sides of
the throst whiech gave her instant relisf. After washing out the %ﬁrmé%g
he egame heck home guibe satisfied sbhe would be all right until the dochor
arrived. When the doctor srelived, he sald there waz no doubt thai ithe
speration had ssved the glrlis 1ife. This was one of the wany cazes
where my father hed tried %o help hiz nelghbors.

In the blagksmith shop, it developed thwt everybody inm the
naighborticod brought thﬁiv horaeg to be shod. In this kind Qf work he
became acquainted wiith the wvarious temperaments and alilments of horsss.

He also developed s paputation as 2 horse Srader, for I think he
had a liking to experincot with different typez of horses. In so &éiﬁg
he learned to duetor up many of the allwents he found in the horases ha
agoulired. The story T am ebout to relate iTlustrates his ingenulity along

this 1line.

tg T mentloned before, my father let a nsighbor work the farm on
ahares, and when the threahing was over in late summer he found he had a
surpluzs of asbout fifty bushels beyond his ownm vesds For food and sﬁ@ﬁ; An
had been his eustom in pravious yesrs he desided to tske this whest te
the mill at Yiagsra Palls end sell 1t. 7T 3hall now tell about ome such
trip in wy father's own words. The titlse of this shory will by “"The

Vorss Trads”.
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gated at a large ftable.

Yiarmer' .

eontinued "would wou be

heve to be very good, upon

were going $o get some kind of a

this group sauntered over to our

"vou ars Thomas Glesnny?"

"Yed, I pepliad, 'what can 1 do

"I have teken a fanay lor that

dmy and ssked him 4F he wou

vut them in the siable,

pom the furtive zglances

going to the ¥a 1is

id likve to go alomg. Hs ggresd and
day we hitehed the twe horses "Jess and Yaude” to the wagon and
About noon we arrived at Chivpawa where wa deolded to stop snd
horses and gat some dluner for ourselves. When we unhitehed oup
I notived some vounger men standling |
‘arﬂunﬁ# looking us over, and espseially the sorral mere [ was driving,
wirtleh wae guite & Tine looking splmael. Az My, Brown and I wesnt in
thirough the pap to the Jdising room, a nunmber of these younseP men Wers
A gudden hush Tsll on the conversailon znd I
nad a faeslling that we had been the subjiect of ths gonversatlon. However
they continued thelr converszation In 8 subdusd maaner. My hearing uas

pretty keen, and I céught B word now and then, sush as "hayseed” and

that were cast our way, I felt Hhed |
vropogition soon. [Defore long ons

table saying.

for yout'

sorrel mare you have in the stable”,

interssted in & Ltrade?™

I told him that I was quite satigfied with what 1 had, Hew&vef,

insisted and offerad to meke me

T told $hem T wopld asll

took the sorrel iotse bhe ziabls

peod deal. I told him 1t would

which he went back to tallk with his ﬁ?@ﬁﬁ@ws
A I watched them 1t aeemed to me that they were all brothers. Finally
he esme back and said that I showld look at hiz horss snd that iT T was
gatlsfied, he would pive his horse snd ite solt snd twenty-{ive dollars

for my scorrel mare. 1 weni out alter dinner and after looking his Herse

8 Geal. We then exehenged horaes. I
Lrowght the ware and her colt oub.

T was pulting the harness on lalsy [ made & diseovery bul 4id noi
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».  However, I began to fesl a2 1itile worried. Az 1f by magis
rowd around the siabls vard began %o grow., I did not liks the

,1@@%& of expectation on mos% of the Paces. When T was shle o gat Mr.

Brow: off to one side, I t0ld him in 8 low woles that I had just dip-

covered that we had taken a ghronle balky horae to cur boson.

"Thiz horse has a very determined lotk om hep facge,” I said

aprrshensgively. !Mr., Brown looked somewhat soneernsd.,
| "What ave we going to do? We'lre a ilong ways from home"

“iWell, anywey, the walking is good,” I told him, with show of gg-
cgurance I csréainly did not feel.

Just then enme of the older men whom I happened to know same along,
saying,

"I'wm soryry, Tom, but I am afraid you have been takenm. You have
the worst balky horse in the county.®

"Thenks" I replied dryly. 1 have Jjust dlsecvered thay.”

Gy thls time Ve. Drown wes getting real nevvous.

"Well,® 1 wﬂiaper@d to nim, "these beoys are sxpecting to gea 4
good show, 30 we must not disappoint them. Afterwsrds I am going to
give this mare a chanee %o give in gracefully without losing face. T
g0e you took some lumps of augar off the dining room table when we had
dinner. Here's what T want vyouw to do. After wa have tried Lo ged hér
ko go, you get down off the wagon, and drive the colt down the rosd past
thoze bushes and as zoon as the golt ia oug of sight give 1t some éf‘th@
sugar 30 as %o kesp 1t trere for a while. Then we will come along and.

~ pilek you up."” . -

"You are mighty sure of yéurﬁﬁlf, Tom, but I will play along.”

When I sa2id "get app” and slepped the lines on her baclk, Bﬁi&y_?efmséd
to budge. This was the signal for a huge Ha - oHa from the orowd.

"Mow ia the waliking coing to be Tom?”




. was the gignal for Mp., Broun to do his act The mare did nod
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to make of this pesrformance. When the ool disappearsd behing

;a:wneﬂ ghe pricked up her ears and watohed the 2pot getting m

a2

L& more disturbed ms % ime went on. Then I thought 1% was aboul time fop -

he second ack, g0 I slapped %hs two horges gently with the lines and

“said "zet app® ans Buay we went, I ook Hime AOHOLL

i o look around st

the erowd who weve standing with an awed lock on thaiyp faees, besause

they had Just witnessesd n mirasle. S0 we went along and pioked up Mr,

Hrown. The mape Dalay gavwe all the signg of joy at g88ing her gols &g@iﬁ
snd we all went on oup way refolcing. Inegidentally Daisy;nawer balked
again. £he had been able to respond o kindness withonk loging face.”
This was my fatrerts story of their day. Then I had wy turn teo azk
wy fother how he Mmew thatl Deisy waz 2 bally horse. He ﬂaid_ﬁh@t i
he fzlt the welts on Daisy*s back snd rump, he kuew that thare wan ounly
pne reason for this abuse. Well thiz 13 nesrly the and of the stopy
BRSO o o e nn e
Two or three davs afterward I looked out of cur window ang &&wfa
souple of men driving inte cuw lane, lesding 2 sorrel horsa bghiﬂﬁ the
Luzgy. My father went cul and asked ihew what he could do for them.

They were very aagry and wantsd to know why he nad not told them the sorrel

woree hed the heaves zso badly that it sould hardly get up in the stall,

My fmth&r 88ld if t'8y had asked him he would hs

e;%“

told thesm bub Lthey
had been ao busy plaaning how to put 1t over him with a confirmed balky
horse that they forzot everything except the good looks of the horaos
thay were getting. He told them whsn he saw how the mare had been abused,
he lost any respect he had ror fhem, Beaides, it would 6ot be avy use
zebting the horse Racl, because she would never forpive thew for the

welts she had on hev bagk,




vou how to pardtially ouvs

o & good bugpy horgg. ¥
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