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FERRY LANDING: by foot of Bertie::: 

1796: Upper landing: known as :Glad: Rock ferry. 

At this time this was the only crossing above the Falls, for 

emigrants and later _blacks escaping into Canada on the underground 

railway. 

In the early years it opereater1 without licence. ,Earliest leasee 

on American side: Col. O'Neil.On the Canadian side Hugh Gilmore 

operated without a licence. He had come qver from Penn. in 1793. 
In 1796 Henr_i YiVindecker purchased the land on which the ferry stood, 

and with it was awarded the Feny lease.Lt. David Cowan purchased 

the property, and with it the lease • 

In 1801. John Warren Sr. Cornmisinoar.1 and Inspector of Customs 

applied for the lease of the Fort Erie Ferry
-

on behalf of his son 

John Warren Jr. In this year this site became ttie Official Lnding. 

John Jr. recieved the lease and kept it till his death in 1832. 



· '  

·U 
F()RT ERIE F'EHRY: : : 

1789; This year Fort Erie was the headquarters o:F' the great trader 
John Richardson, one of the founders of the Bank of Montreal. 

1796. There is .. ·:.'::. tten effidence that Black Roc•r_ Ferry, as it vms 

called then, operated in the days of the Revolv_tionary war. 

Soldiers crossed here, and mentioned it in their letters. 
It was the onJ.y crossing point above t�_10 falls of Niagara. 
By :Lt's means thous2nds of the first sttlers in Nj_agara and 
.tb.e rnidclle vrest pe ... ss�::c.l t.o t11eir Ctestina ti ans. 

The Rock itself on the American shore wns an outcrop of 
the local limestone, 200 or 300 ft. long and exstending a 

natural ·v;harf j_nto the river. It i.vas on the \vest side of the 
river road at the junctio:i:;_ of Front st. 

Silas Carter a :miller slang the Lake rec ordsn that by this 
crossing nany of the early settlers in eanada, j ourn::Ler1 ·';o 
vrestern homes, and over it the first emigrants in to ;v�ich::._gan 
vrnre cs.rr:-_ed on their pil,grimages to found E new state. At the 
time the Government of Cana.de. was off :: :  .... ing grants of land to 
emigrants fron the U.S.A., and so many people gathered at the 
Ferry landing that a settle!'r1ent soon grevr up. 

1805. J'.lajor Frederick 3. Niller was cornnondant of the forcY at 
Black Rock. He recided there in the early 180,:: 1 s • His name is 
listed as the first licenced ferryman 2. ;� Black Rock Ferry, when 
the State began to exercise juresdiction over it , ifl the years 
1805-6. He kept a tavern there and his· Ferry, until 1[;10 vrhen 
he moved to Cold. Spring. His sonWm. T. Miller was Capt. of the 
Walk in the W2ter. 
Another early ferrymar on the American shore was Col. John nNeil1. 
At the time the Ferry was just a scow rowed by three or four rne.n , 

i:vi th sweeps ans steerer, and by a fifth sweep near the stern. It 
wa,3 carried by the swift current downstrear2 to the Canadian shore 
well north of the strting ple.ce. Once unloaded it was pulled up 
the slovv waters close to the Canadian shore, by the men themselves 
or sometimes by a horse. There was no: shedule , and the fare was 

fifty cents for horse and rider. Philo Balcom was also ferry1:ian 
at this time. 
One of the earliest ferryman on the Canachan shore was Hugh _ 

Gilmor2 'Jf Pennsylvania. Be operate·=: the Ferry for a num-oer of_ 
years '..'Ji tJ.icut authority. His home and. stores were destroyed during 
the war a;1c� he retm."ned to· the U.S.1\. It then was 011eratecl_ by 
,., .-..,-r 7rJ· nrlec1�e,... .c.8Y1.t.) '·J� 4 _,_,_,_ .::.:... ,J.. • 



1812. During the war of 1812 the business at the Ferry vras steadily 
increasing. Erro_gratJon to Canada had been consic�t:.·."2.ble, and 

1812. 

1814. 

the large four horse ·,·;c_gons were constant visitors. The settler,s 
freauently crossed at the Ferry to deal at Douglas's store, 

for glass nails etc. 
Under Col. Warren Sr. who was Collector of Customs from 

1798- 1812 , the Ferry had operated from a spot on the Canadian 
shore, just south of the foot of Bertie .St. His son John Warren 
succeeded him as leasee of the Ferry and also as Collector of 
Customs. His home was just south of the foot of Cat:J1erine .St. 
and in 1825 he moved the Ferry landing there. After :his de.:..:. th 
his wife intern succeeded hi=i, and for over twenty-five years 
the Warrens enjoyed the benefits of operating their horse 
fer:::7 , from that location. His 1rvife the former Charlotte Stanton 
married on his death to Kenneth Ma.ckenzie , who again a quired 
the Ferry lease .. 

Just before the out-i:�:·eak of the war a man by the name of 
Orange Brace , leased the Ferry for some time and workinf along 
side was a I>".:.:. St. John. It was discontinued during hostj_litj_es, 
and put into operation c,§�.in at the close of the vmr. 

Once more in ope:;.·ation the Ferry vvas run by a man called 
Lovin Hodge. 

1816. Fort Erie was renai:ied 11Waterloo" and the Ferry was called 
by all 11The Waterloo Ferry" 

1820. Legislature in the U.S.A. decided that there aught to be a 

better Ferry and horses came to do the work of the men. 

a team o:f horse rorf:'.ing on a treadmill, propl:1 ed tb.e clumsy 
craft between the U .s .A. and Canada. Load.s of hay vrere ce.rried 
between the horse. 

On the American shore a man called A • .Stannard was the last 
to perate the Ferry from Black Rock itself. With the building 
of the Great Western Canal, the rock was rer:10ved for the passage 
of .. hips .. The Government passed an act tc c.:ompensate Stannard 
for his loss of business. A new landing on th.2 American shore 
was 1JUt into operation at the foot of 1'"'erry St. In 1824 what 
renained. tDf the rock was blovm up. 

1821. James Hac:;gart 01Jerated a Feery from 11Black Rock11 and later the 
Ferry St. ll.ndi:ne; to a spot by Bowen Ro2,·' cm the Canadian sho:;.�e. 
Ee remained :'_n business w:L th several ocher partners till 1861. 



1823� PC! o�ro- . '71 .:,__J '"b'-' t.__ l 

On the 28th. of 1823 the Exucutive Council of Upper Canada 

to be leased to the Collector of Custm1s at an r.ominal rent; on 

of :facj_li ta and insuring the full collection of t j�11l})Ol�t. 
cl ll t:j_ es • 
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In s y0a1 a letter· was sent to 
eutenant Govenor, 

him for derilection of duty as Col ctor of the Customs, as 
trateo 

denied. All of sjich I am 

lJrepare:: to prove are void_ of the tru.th; and I trust Your :::xce1lency 
\ViJ..J_ see fit to g1�a11t tl1e req_l1es·t of tlie 
public investig _t]_on. nJ.ay 1-Je granted; that I have the opertunity 
of clearing elf of these false impulations, so injurious to 

on the petition are not prepared to answer to the consequences; it 
having origineted in 
r11JYr1be1�, a.voTved.1.�r f 01" pU:C}JOse of prejudicing the mind.s 
a __ gaj_nst n:1e@ if they are suffered to on this ws.�;- F'1interupted � 

otecti.cm hs.ve I� or e.ny other publ::Lc official, to 
1)e t1J.11s 1_JJ.VJG-1.r er1 t. J_�r :Lr1s1Jl te c!_ such unfactious set; and that too, at 
tl1e least, expect i.t � 

ac 
eut. Govenor1s Secretary, offering 

assu:ne the Fer-ry Superintendance at this rlace. In ccnjunction vTJ:cn 

the duties of 

r� ·[-' ,_) -·· 

1 

,.,_,." -�.-. �- - r�, ';'.__' c*--
.L .i. . 

Col:lector of Custons, I shall 1Y pa:�ed to Etp�p1.y 
to t.���� e re 11. t. ct11cl 

: Letter to James 
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failed to a11 ar.�reen1ex1..1c 
of }lllSbELD.Ci; CJl,, s partner 

o Oi.v11ecl. tl1e 1:"l1e1�1":y 1)octt. tlJ.e11 in. l.1se3 2"--11cl c.J_so t.l1e vil'la_rf on. tJ�1e 
Canadian side by the foot of Catherine st.; he was oblidged to seek 
some other person w011ld be agreeable to s1rqply b 
30pt. 16, 1840. Kerby to S.B. Harrison secretary for the Lt. Govenor. 

11 I·t VJ'Cts i10t ll11tiJ. �.reste1'°1cl2l).,. tl1at I feJ.t l�J.yseJ_f eY1Et1.JJ_ec1 t:o 
assume the Super�:_t8ndance of the Ferry at this place, under the 
n1clI1age r�1e 21 t of 2� trti.s nerson Nelson Forsyth; and although Kenneth 

'::.':::nzie the la-:>"' encuE1.bert of th:Ls side 5 who has had the full be�1�-
efit of it's employment up to the prese1t period, without my causing 
him any interu:pcion; he has still manifested every disposition since 

the him of my intentions 
fr orn the other s:i_de upv1ards of fj_ fty of my passangers, 2.nd he a.ppears 
c1eternLi.T1ed to do so. I feel thcct the A tt@ General should be ap]':lrised 
of this prepari tory to the Assize c:>t Niagara to the encl, that nr. 

Uckenzie may be sensible of the erroe of op:;JosiD.,S :1e. 
ortly after Kerby seized Haggart1s boat the old horse ferry, 

11rhich failed t) ::eport at the �port of entry, c�ncl it 1Nas to 1Je 

and ggart of his j_ntentim�2 to proce :;cl against them� and to :cecover 
damages. 

llietm Duff Eiller: 11They :-ply their boats frmn the old vrharf, 
destroying the eccl v2 .. 11 tage f.-3 .. reasonably 
Lessee of the Ferry from the Government. 

' ' . 8XJJeCT�S "GO 811J 

fr on an honest mot:L ve; being strictly honest and honourable c:i nan, 

ever clis�qosec1 to pe1�1�orF1 v11:.ia"-ce�rex� c1-l1ties 11is c+o-r,re1""'r1n1en.t lna�r 1-:ta \Te 

in t.1'"lt1stec1 t.11. }!_j_rJe .. �:J:ie e1�1�01·s c onrmi tJcecI l1ct�re oceeded from error 



Kerby letter to the Goveno:r· General that he hac1 again t> kJn 

I'.e lati ve to :11.y si tuat. on ' '  -en. 

the Ferry at thi2 place , that in difference to lease 

conjunction 1.rri th .. Levr.is inkeeper � persists in OJJpo,sin,g me 
d.e�j_ly 9 j_n tl1e r1ost ve:Katio11s EJ.ct1111e1�, v1j_tl1. sri1a=!_l [Jocits -?tc o 

therelJy collecting l:� ttle benefits arising from the ferry, 
to my prejudice and injury; afte::c having embarked to a con-

siderable exspence in the }JUrchase of a horse :ferry and other 
samll boats; and � .. ll'orsyth in the construction of a wharf 
for a safe landing place; affordi:'1g every facili t.y to the 
travellinis lTU.blic .. This horse lJOwered boat was caJ_J.ed the e6 

Kerby has . continual tro1J_ble vfi th other boabne:n o:i: the tovr.n 
and he was for ever wr:L ting the Government, v1i. th the hope that 
they v:rould put 8-lj_ end to the trouble .. After many lettc.·:s one 

such report was made to the Govenor ·by the Executive Counc�·.1� 
n r�:Kect1ti vs C 01111cil ·;;,:e care f11ll�r c onsi:�"e1�ec1 tl1e 

complc:.int of Co1,. Ker1Jy stating certaj_n interference with his 

• Kerby as collector of 
Customs to enforce the loading of goods and the comming of 

t the Gouncj_l are respect-
fully of the opinion th2,t Col. Kerby must assert his ovm r:L ts of 
ferr·iage 1J:t legal }Jr0c-.eecli11_gs � a_ncl tl1at t.l1e (1-over11rne11t - CEllJJ10t ];IL"OI)erJ_y 
interfere. Lnd so to 
the Council would c onsj_der the opini o::. 

Ker1Jy should be found to 2JOE:;sess the legal right tJ limit the port of 
eT1tr·�1 i11 thj_s r�:a1111e1.,, �cJ:1e f�C1l111cil v1j_t.11 tl1e i or1�1at.iorJ. l:;ef{)re 
cannot app1::ove of the col1rse pe1--suec1 tl�o l:.e Collector of the Customs 
nor can t1�,ey f:Jrebear to renark, that although }{er1J7JT 11e __ cl 110 

give appear --.nee of tho office of the Collector of Customs 
bein2� Elacle s·�1b1::;e1�v:Le:nt t:o tl .. _Le i11.terests of tb.e lessee of tl1e aYJ.Cl 

o actually conduct the Ferry to an exstent 
J. 
\, c� Ol1I1Cj�l c� 

of ce of the ollector 
c 



The Warrens for twenty-five year had enjoyed the benefits of their 
Ferry running from this locc-� tj. on ( l:Jy Catherine St") and they were 
re1uct,ant to give up without a fight .. '.I"1�y claimed for t:1e same number 
of year,s the office of the Cullector of Customs had been at the said 
..., -, I 1 i <> ! l :.i. ..., t,.. ·1 I 1 , ("� "'! ..,_ t.. - t " p�ace; ��a: l� nau oeen �ne ac�ua� p�ace or ousiness , ne �oca�ion 

of public houses, and the most convenient Dlace of crosm.ng fron the 
0:9:9osite .side of river11 

str·o .. te o±" tl1e \Tj_llage , Cl11d_ a J_occtl ruer· t, 
als� E brother of lotte WaITen l'Icken e J wrote the Govenor 
along with inEU:l�' of the v::Lllagerc; c w11Jlairi.ing of Kerby 1 s orc1-ers, to have 
t:i: Ferry :moved lPJstream 1 /�) of 2. 1b.am 

o1d Ferry wharf is ' . ., - 'l c�e Cl O�GCL J_"jT 

cross froc::.1 the Ugper l''c?rr7, 2,s it saved the time uf' going U}J the e 
eddies are full and 

the free of �Lee; it c onver1ient to 
upF;trean against the current to the 

al� �he entire beach be 

not the case above 
fe:cr�1 Via terJ_oo CI"'OEJiSes aJ}_cl 1J"";ec;ro1sses fJ�Oj·-�1 t.}1c o_LcL Ii·�er·r;/ 1vhcl1'°)f :Ln :=t1��:-2ost 
ct d_i1�ec t c c)1J.rse i11 c 011se ol1er1c e of it 1 s �po1ner; ct11cl n;.c ... �:��_es it f1--o�tJ EJhore 
to shore in a little over three lltes. strife � 

seams to be the re 

now, as by the Eon. Jaaes and the opposition he meats, in the sa�d 
removal: zie 



1840. This year Kerby leased the Ferry to Nelson Forsyth for 
three ;yr::a:.cs, and it 117as he v1ho built the wharf and operated -, 

the Ferry at the new um;:ier landing. His home i,,vas at the foot 
Forsyth house, however he had his office in a small building by 
the Ferry landinro on the .riverfront. Abm1t this time a partner 
of Forsyth a MR. John He. Farlane was appointed by Ke1by as his 
Deputy Collector of Customs. They ':rer·e in business together on the 
\l![est ·side of the river road in the village , a place called the 
Forsyth HocLS8. 

The Steamboat Waterloo a sidewheeler was operaj;:ihg at this time , 
from the lower ?erry dock, by liir.Haggart. It's weight was 98 tons, 
and it's Capt. was James WalkE'.r• 
During the 1840's a small cluster of homes had sprung up at the foot 
of Ferry Road ( Bovren) • Along with them were a warehouse, a black­
s111i th shop, a dance hall and two hotels, Bucks and Stevens. Hr. 
Freebury ran one of the hotels fo.c a tine and his wharf was nearby. 
By this lanchng rras a customs shack and a shinc7.e mill ovmed by 
messrs. Stockdale and Tait. It was here that the Fennians later 
landed. After the battle the shingle mill was torn down • •  From 
this vrharf, Free1Jury1 s Landing there was 8. considerable business 
don·e in passanger service, a most of the boats were very small, 
actually only rowboats. 

1841. This yedir the ·ferry business of Nelson :'?orsyth began to loose, 

in opposition to the steariboat t:P.e Waterloo, o;,rned by Mckenzie, Lew:i.s 
and Haggart .. Nelson left the empl;):· or Col. Kerby and moved downstream 
to the sight of his fathers home at the foot of Phipp;1 st. It was about 
two :miles dmvnstrea1:' and he took his horse ferry there, in exrectation 
of intersepting the traffic approaching Waterloo by the river road. 
Tr1is was done with out any knowledge of Kerby. He informed his so-

Niagr.ra on Nov. 5, 18Lj.l. Quote : 11 That Helson 
move back the horse bao.t, the Bee from his 

fathers place, for reason that he would have nothing to do here, as 
messrs. �·foken'.3�.s I�ewis and Hagge.rt, still persist in the inthsion, 

l:Lcitor Charle:::: Hall of 
Fors�,rth -. -� very lo th to -· · '  

vl:i .. th double v'igour ,, It is freely spoken that previous to the tenth 
1841 that Lewis and Hckenzj_e were aprehensi ve that the case would be 
decided in ny favour; and that Lev,r:i .. s had put the whole of his lJroperty 
out of his b.ands; and I have ever:r reason to believe it indeed vras 

encled in :-1�.T favour, to morrov1 I am confide:Yt it -would be the case; 

t, Lh , oi.:11,1 '"'R'T"" the country.Lewis's ob.ject is to harrass as 
nur-1.. er ne VJ, '·'· _ .. e-. � . 

1 +J.1e��,'. 1 .. -Pc'l,Ve the countrv. · e,,Lr� and be.ggage: Kerbyn long as "1e c'.:'.n, "· - ... .- _ ,  . 



1841 page 295 1v.:r·$ Hall 1 s letter to Kerby as his Solicitor:-
1 1 I have had the plef'.SUre of see:i_ng Yr. Forsyth to-day 

and cofersed with him on the sub�ect of the Ferry. He informs 
that the Horse boat belongd to his brother; and that he riJ.ns :: �er upon his own responsibility in opposition to Kr. Lewie; 
and. that ym.,i. have boats sufficien+, at your Fe:rr;i,r to answer the 
purpose., lf you have nothing to do vvi th N�r • .  E'orsyht runr.1.:np the 
boat where it is and derive no share of the profits from it;; 
and give him to understand that it i.s wi.thout vou approbation 
or sanction; and that you are adverse to :Lt, and forbid his 
.!!'e:rryinp at that. place; then it cannot injure your cause even 
if he should continue to Ferrv� r.. tlie other Viand if you should 
in anv .. nay sanction bis continuinf' to do so9 it will be app�ov­
ing Lewis1s acts@ 11 

the B� - l"oreyt;h's boat was called the Bee; was a side1ii1h:� e •"and 
its power was provided by two horses 1 one on either side of 
the boat in racks turning the pacldlewheels� He ran it from just 
in front of his Fathers place \which later became the Sherrnan. Dock) to a dock just \J1,1est of 3oaw Island on the American shore .. 
It operated in the summer months only; and later met with an 
accident while transporting sheep across the River., :ehe sheep 
bolted on the trip and they were all lost in the swi:ft current 
of the river .. r·e had operated for only two seasons; and durlnp 
this time Ne. Forsyth was part 01,mer, captain and the_ suposed 
Customs officer; when he wished reporting to Kerby _at his o:f:Cice 
upstream .. 
At 1onp last in 184l'herby er..nounced to the Hon .. Henkes : the 
Inspector of Public Accounts; �'The limits of the Port of Entry 
were at length decided to 1nclude_hgth_� the vvharfes at which the 
Ferries had been landing .. This ls from my :w:111 at the head of ·tJhe 
Rapids down to Waterloo a distance of �· of a mile, and the sit/ . . 

il 'ii( · 11 t 1 uation of Fort Erie: upward of a m. e above my lhl ,. 

This included both the t'pper Ferry and the lower .. 
page 301; Fort Erie 0ecm 30-18420 

_ay it please your Norshi P ; rhe Ferry at this place is carried 
on 'in the greatest disorder� and the contempt of the rlJ.1es a:nd 
regulations of' the Ferries made in the General Quarter Session of 
Peace; 1 'The Government Ferry ·� s idle for wan:t' of enployment i and 
evervo:n(� who ovmf'3 a boa·t 1<'eltl'rie5 at times. 1� .. traveller is ed 
over .. a 'ha.Tf nrlo,e,�t other times he has to pa�r double pr�oe. and 
often detained for hours to the great injury of the travellit1p: 
pu'blic.. In 1841 Kerby instructed. .. :liam 'HamiltQn to�no;t;1fy 
:3rock Forsyth, and all other owners of 'Ferries on the Hi ver of 
the Port Of' Ent as it now stood. By :now Mr. Lewis had moved 

, , •. ,, .., • - o, , ""I � \'\ "", , o - ·�a to Black Rock; howe\rer ne eco.a J.•e1so:n a.:na �rocK 1•orsy G.i..l v . .1..� · "lilu.1t: . 
5 end conti::r.1.u.ed co:nt:r'a to 1s o ers .. 

)08; le er to �· 8th".,,.J�84:L; 

d<3.V r1e 
ace( a distance of two 



. « " -

over to mack Rock dam on the American side, snd on returninf'. 
would bring over no �.oods , exceptinp trading carriages�- etc .· not 
subject to - duty. And in so doinf he did not c.onsider himself bound 
to report at t his Port Of Entry. I contended that he had to report 
according to Law �- as the Port Of Entry, was defined. He persisted 
in stating that he had taken lepal adviceupon the subject ; and 
should do it. 

page 310. Letter from Kerby;-
'' As Collector of Customs at this fart .I do all in 

my power to supress smuggling ; and although I have succeeded in 
making a few at great risk; yet a great deal of it is still 
practised. I pray that His Excellency , be furnished with the 
present Communications and the Documents , that accompany It. 
A M.r. Forsyth's landing place is a rendezvous for Smugglers ; and 
I trust His Excellency will see tbe necessity of putting a stop 
to it; in a gre�t measure by the means above supgested.'' 

Nelson Forsytft thought continually to have his lending consid­
ered in the Official Port of Entry. In 1841 Nelson and Brock 
mutually resended the Order that had made them deputies for Kerby. 

Trouble continued ; and two attempts were made to destroy the 
steam ferry the Waterloo running between Black Rock and the lower 
�'e rry Landing. 

In 1845 -July the 14th. Kerby wrote a Petition himael:f 
offering to surrender hie lease of the Ferry from Wate rl oo to 
Black Rock; and prayinp that a new one would be granted him ; this 
time statine the limits. A recommendation was made that the sur-

render of the lease should be granted and that Bnother granted 
to him of the Ferry for seven years; at the same rent under the 
::f'ollowinR1description; 

"�'Our Ferry at Fort Erie Rapids in the f:i'-.,nt:: of ldjt No. 3,,., 
'.the To\\�ship of Bertie across the River Niapara -iln the district 

· of Niagara aforesaid; and Black rock in the U.S.A. , and common­
ly known as the Ferry at Fort ErieRapids; exstending l mile and 
a half on each aide of the Port ef whicrh, the F�:;ry usually is 
kept ; say �n front of lot No. 3 as aforesaid.�t 

Kerby's wife had died in 1839; aroc�his mother shortly 
after. Then the husband of his eldest daughter passed away ; 
leaviing him to care for both the widow and her daughter. He sold 
the interests in his Mill�in 1851 after a tire des troved his 

office and ftecords; and the pressure of other public
" offices 

prompted him to give up the Customs Job and w:tth it theLessee of 
the Ferry shortly� hereafter although it was to be in effect till 
1852. ·Kerby who's name will be long remembered in the Records of 
The Collector Of Customs and the Lessee of the Ferry died of 
Cholera in 1854. 
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1885 . 

th the N e iNt own i c l-1 
lat er i n  the 20 1 s .  

�Cl1e lcl11cli n g  at -tb. e  f o cit o f  }3 e r t:i e  vra s c ct. =LJ_ e c:  n 

F or s yth ' s  h o�e �a s c a l le d  F or s y t h 1 s  P oi n t . 

{J:;f;,Etj� t TfVClS t int o s e r vi c e . 
I t 1 s  las t r un a t  F or t  E�i e was N o v .  17 , 6 8  t h e �  i t  was us e d  
a s  a •-JI. e a_iS llr e b oa. t  .Jc o (}re�11d. I iS  

o�n lr oad , and I'lEl d e  r e gu lar tri ps e 

o f  I r o� fab ri c at e d  in 
and unlike t h e  c ar ferri e s  b e f or e , i t  was s t ern pr ope l le d .  
I t  only Da d e  one tri :c b e twe e n  Bu f fa l o  F or t  Eri e . S he t h e n  

aJ1c1 G ITE11e cl i ct t e l3r 
went t o  s er v::L c e  there I t  ferri e d  c ar s  fr om -r::' oin t  RdwaI' J_ -1.; o 
J:1' or· t Gr· a t i o t  s e r v:':_ c e  ti l l  1890 . 

t e r t ovnL I t  was b ou gh t  by ggar t and re name d th e 
' 

LT r1=t 011 � (� �y-I� lJ_s �D e El11 JS l"" @ �VClS C a_  J_"JJC & ar:tcl f� :�rrll 1S 1) e 2�n �Ji� $ JZ11gj� Ile e l..., � 

I t  c ame t o  F or t  Eri e in 1 8 84 a�d o p e r a t e  h e r e t i l l  1902 . I t  
s ank at the d o c k  t h e  I n t e rnati ona l Bri d ge in 1 909 . 

� s . _ n  lat e r  y e ars t h e  Capt . was Ge or ge D e an and t h e  

other F e  :T y C s er vi c e  r e r1 ·.::;Y; e d  a gaJ. n 
t 11i .s  ti n1e vvi tJ.�L �t b�e r:.11 1 1. e c1 by t l1e 

---· .L. J_ l, 

e e t t a lar ge 
VIClS 

• In Jan . 1 8 8 6  a f t e r  s i x  m oLths operati on , an 

ac c i d e n t  o c c �r e d  cri 



'f/tJ I(::; . T HE N IA GAR A a r a t h er s ma l l  b o a t  w a s  p .l t  i n t o s er v i c e 

t h i s  y e a r . I t  o p e r a t e d fr om t h e  Uppe r F er ry l a n d i n g  by 
t h e  f o ot of B er t i e  S t . I t  w a s t h e  f ir s t  of t h e  F e rr i e s t o  / i o a T<.1,-w­
b e  c ar r i e d  d ow n  t h e  r i v e r  b y  t h e  i c e . B e c a '.l S e  of t h e  c on - c L 9 o ct 
d i t i on s  of t h e r i v er J t h e  C a p t a i n  Mr .  S h e l a r  w a s .l n a b l e  

t o  s t e ar t he b oa t  J a nd i t  h i t t h e  In t e r n a t i o n a l Br idge J 

a n d  s h e a r e d  o f f  t h e  s m o ke s t a c k ,  a n d p a r t of t h e p i o l o t  

h o .l s e . i n  l a t e r ye ar s J  C a p t . W i l l i a m  Mc . M ur r a y  t o ok o ve r  

t h e d .l t i es o n t h e N i a g a r a ) f r om C a p t . S h e l ar .  

D.lr in g  t h e  e ar l y  1 900 1 s  t h e  Ferry s er v i c e  w a s  a ga i n  

t e mp o r a r i l y d i s c on t i n u e d . Mr . We b e r  p r e s i d e n t o f  t h e 

In t e r n �t i on a l ° F e r r y  C omp . ; c a n c e l l e d  t h e  s er v i c e o v e r 

a d i s p u t e  w i t h  a n on - .l n i on c r ew w or k i n g  o h  t h e N i a gar a . He 

d i s m i s s e d  i t ' s  C a p t . Mr . M c . Mu rr a y , a nd i n  h i s  p l a c e 

p u t  a n o t h er o f  h i s e mp l oy e e s  a C a p t . p a r s on s . 

1 8 8 6 : P n. � ar� Y' <=> t +  -01 1 -'- i 11 .L  o o·-ne ·ra ti· o.,., a -<'1' • t · - ' � ' " _, . L - - " J  , ,  .::. � "  1, - 1_, E _ . u J. _ n e  n e w  s e arner na1ne o_ 
the J . W . S t e i nh o f f . F or thr e e  years this ferry pli e d  b e tw� e n  
t h e  f o o t  o f  D u f f e rin S t .  on thi s s i d e  and H er t e l  A ve i n  B la c k  
R o c h: .  Th e s e r vi c e  v1a.s very 6 0 ocl , rumi�L n g'  b oth s umme r a n d  wi n t eT , 
h ovve ver only o pera t i n g  f or t hr e e  y e ar s . I t  C a �o t . was E.t Nr .  Vai n e s . 

1 8 9 6 . The E o :pe c arri e d  frei .:;h t and :pas s an gers fr om the S h e r man d o c k  
i n  Bri d g:el:n1r g t o  He �c t e l  A ve . i n  B lc�c k R oc k . I t ' s  s e r vi c e  raD 
irr e gulari ly durin g  the summe r rn. onths and i t  1 s c aptai n was 
C yrus D e an S r . and hi s s on t h e  engine er . ( 1 902 ) 

The .S h e r man d oc k  was wr e cke d  by i c e  in 1 90 0  and t h e  H o ps ".: � :c e n  ope ra t e d  
out o f  t h e  upper lan �i n g  a t  the f o o t  o f B e r t i e  t o Ferry S t . i n  
Bu f fa 1 o . I t ' s  Capt . th e n  vras Ge or ge D e an and j_n la t er year s C a pt . 
0 1  N ei l .  S h e had b e e n  put i n  operati on a f t e r  th e Ferry 1s e r iri c e  
had lap;::;; e d · f or ei gh t  year s , and r a n  only i n  t h e  s ummer mon t h s . 
1I1h e fir s t  year s h e  r an f or onl y t wo mont hs , i n  1 8 9 7  s h e  · ran f or 
f our and i n 1 8 9 8  ab out thre e we e lt.s . I n  1 902 t h e  H o �>} mo ve d t o  
the upper landin g  and r e mai n e d  i n  s e r vi c e  t i l l  1912 . 



1 907 : 

l-910 : 

THE ORLEANS : : :  L .  11810 . b .  33 . 7  bui lt 1 8 9 8 . 

T h e  F erry Or l e ans was b ui l t i n  Le vi s Qu e b e c  f or t h e  Bar d o l  
f ami ly • I t  was u s e d  t o  bri n g  Ame ri c an c us t ome r s  , t o  t h e

. 

F or t ,Eri e d o c k , wh e r e t hey b or d e d  t h e  S an d f ly E xpr e e s s  f c;)r 
t h e  Er i e  Be ac h  amu s e m e n t Par k .  Th e Bar d o l  fami ly was � c om-
p e ti t or s  wi t h  t h e  Fi x fami ly in t h e  F e rry bus i n e s s . I n 1 907 
t h e  Bar d o l s  b ou gh t  o u t  t h e  F i x  br o t h e r s , and c o.ntinu� d t o  r u n  
t h e  F e r r i e s  t i l l  t h e  c l o s e o f  t h e  B e a c h  i n  t h e  e ar ly thi r t e e s .  

I n  1 93 1  t h e  Fi x br o t h e r s  b ou ght t h e  Or l e an s  fr om t h e  Bar d o l 
fami ly f or a c os t o f  $ 32 . 500 . I t  was t h e  s e c ond o f  th e F or t  
E r i e  F er r i e s  t o  b e  c arri e d  d own r i v e r  by t h e  i c e  f l ows , and 
t wi c e  had t o  ha ve i t ' s  t op d e c k  r e plac e d .  

Dur i ng t h e s e c o n d  war y e ar s , f e rry c u s t ome r s  dr oppe d o f f  
c onsi d e r ab ly , f or by t ha t t i me m o s t  o f  t h e  t r a f fi c  b e t we e n  
Bu f fa l o  and F or t  Eri� was u s i n g  th e P e a c e Br i d g e . I t  was th e n  
d e c i d e d , a s  h ad b e e n  t h e  c u s t om many y e ar s  a g o , t o  run t h e  
F e rry only i n  t h e  summer mon th s. 

T h e  Or l e ans h ad t h e  di s t i n c t i on o f  maki n g the last r un on 
t h e Nia gar a , Labor qay 1 9 50 l1 h e  o l d  f e rry was d o c ke d  at Grand 
I s land , and in 1955 s h e  was s o l d  f or s c rap . Ve ri fi e d  by l o g  
b o ok i lJ.  :p os s e s si on o f  Hr . H e n gl e man , w01�ke r  o n  fe rry , Or l e ans . 

I n  1 953 the pa per r e p or ted that the F e rry bµs i n e s s  would c e a s e 

t o  e xi s t .  F on the las t f e w  y e ar s  i t  had only b e e n  opera t i n g  
dur i n g  t h e  s umme r  m on t hs . T:P,e lan d was pur c ha s e d  by Euge n e  
A gr e t t  and t h e  s pr i n g  o f  1953 wi ll s e e  a n  open a i I'  frui t marke t 
on t h e  si t e , and t hi s  fa ll a permi e n t  s t or e  wi l l  b e  bui l t  on 

the s i t e  of the F e rry lan di n g . 

T HE FR ANKLIN : T h i s  y e a r  P a d d y  F i x a � o n g  w i t � a Mr . Mc . Ne i l , 

of B u f f a l o  , b o ugh t t h e  o l d  W e l c o me i� De t r o i t  a n d .
b r o u gh t  

i t  t o  t h e  N i a g a r a  R i v e r  a n d  r e n a me d  i t  t h e Fr a n k l i � . It h a d  
b e e n  b u i l t  i n  1 894 a t  ST . C l a ir M i c h i g a n ; w a s 80 . 0 i n  l :n g t h 

a n d  in br e a d t h 21 . 0  . A l t h o ugh n o t s u i t a b l e f or a u t om ob i l e  

s e r v i c e , i t  w a s  i n  u s e t i l l  1926 . I t f in a l l y w a s a b a n d o n e d  o n 

gr a n d  I s l a n d  in t h e  e ar l y 30 ' s .  

T HE N I A G AR A  FR ONT IER : w a s  t h e l ar ge s t o f  t h e  F:r r i e s 
_,

t o  d a t e . 

i t w a s  b u i l t  i n  B u ff a l o  , t h i s  y e ar w a s  1 1 9 . B  in l e n g� h ,  a n d  

38 . 9  i n  b r e a d t h . I t  w a s  s t e e l h u l l e d , a n d h a d  a c a p a c i t y o f 

35 au t om o b i l e s a n d 7 00 p a s s a n g e r s w h e n  £ u l ly l oa d e d . I t  c o s t 

a��r ox ima t e l y $75 , 000 . . . 

- . F o l l ow in g  a l on g  c on t e s t  t o  p i c k  a n a me , i t  w a s f i n a l l y 

c h r i s t e n e d  t h e N i a ga r a  Fr on t i er , by t h e  da u gh t er o f  t h e 

Pre s ident  of t h e  - F � r r �  C omp . F . J .  We b er . 
own e d  b y  t h e  Er i e  B e a c h  -coffip . , t h e  � e r r-;v: w a s u s ed t o  

t a ke c ar e  o f  t h e l a r ge cr ow d s  c omm in g o v er · _. .;;-om B uf f a l o  t o  

v i s i t t h e  amu seme n t  p ar k . . 

T h e  N i a ga r a  Fr o n t i e r , w a s  s e n g t o  S a u l t ST . Mar i e  
a f t e r  h er s e r v i c e  on t h e N ia gar a { 1 9 1  · 



1 9 1 3  T HE FAV OUR ITE w h i c h  h a d  r u n  a s  a n  e x c J.r s i on b o a t on 
t h e N i a ga r a ; fr om t n e  f o o t of Ferry S t . ,  t o  E l e c t r i c  B e a c h 
on Gr a nd I s l a n d  f or t w o ye a r s , w a s  p ur c h a s e d  by t h e  In t e r ­
n a t i on a l f e r ry C omp . , a n d  f i t t e d o u t f or F e r r y  S er v i c e  
b e t w e e n F o r t  Er i e  & f r.l f f a l o . 

· 

A t  t h i s  t i me t h e  F ix Br o t h er s w e r e  o p e r a t ing i n  c om� 
p e t i t i o n w i t h  t h e In t ern a t i on a l Ferry C omp . T h e y  h a d 
t w o b o a t s  t h e Se a Br e e z e  a n d  t h e  C l a r e n c e  F ix , n e i t h e r  
of t h e s e s u i t e d f o r  a u t o . t r a f f i c . T h e y  a l s o  ow n e d  t h e  
We l c ome ( Fr a n k l i n ) a n d  f or a t im e  t h e  F a v o ur i t e . fn 1 9 1 3  
t h e y  t o o k  o v er t h e  c h a r t e r f r o m  t h e  In t e r n a t i on a l  f e r r y  

c om p . a n d  l a i d  up t he ir o w n  b o a t s ;  t a k i n g  o v e r  t h o s e o f  
t h e  o t h er F e r r y  C omp . : T h e  Ho p e  & t h e N i a ga r a  Fr o n t i e r . 

1 9 17 : T HE GR AND I S LAND a r a t h e r s q u a t t y b o a t , i n  l en g t h 1 0 2 . 2 ,  
br e a t h  2 9 . 0  , ow n e d  b y  t h e F ix br o t h e r s  w a s p u t i n t o  
o p e r a t i on t h i s  y e a r . I t  p r o v e d  t o  b e  t h e  h a rd e s t  o f  a l l  
t h e  F e r r i e s  t o  o p e r a t e . I t  d r e w  t o o m u c h  w a t e r , a n d  i t  w a s 
a l w a y s  r u n n i n g  a gr o u n d in t h e s h a l l ow w a t e r s  o n  t f w C a n a d i a n  
s h or e . Af t e r s e r v i c e  on t h e N i a ga r a , i t  w a s  c on v er t e a  in t o  
a s a n d  s 1.lc k e r . 

1 920 : THE J AMA I C A  & t h e  NEWT OWN t w o l ar g e  s id ew h e e l e r s  , ow n e d  b y  
Fra n k  B a rd o l ; w e r e  p u t  i n t o s e r v i c e a t  t h i s  t ime . T h e y w e r e 
u s e d t o  t a ke c a r e  o f  t h e  B e a c h c r ow d s  c omm i n g  fr om B u ff a l o . 
In ord e r  t o  t ra n s p o r t  t h e s e  t w o  F e rr i e s t o  t h e  N i a g a r a R i v e r  
t h e y  w e r e  t r a ns p or t ed t h r o J g h  t h e  Er i e  C a n a l . I t  w a s  n e c e s s ­
a r y  t o  c u t t h em in h a l f  a n d  l oa d  t h e m  w i t h  s t on e , i n  or d e r  
t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d pa s s  under � n e  many br i d g e s o n  t he r o J. t e . 
On c e  a t  t h e ir n e1 l oc a t i on t h ey w e re c omp l et e l y r e b J. i l t . 

1 9 2 8 : T h e  F or t  Er i e  F erry ; mar . 2 8 t h . 
mr . W . M .  k l e hm , m a n a ge r  o f  t h e F or t  Er i e Ferry C omp . , 

a n n o un c ed t h e  r e s J.m p t i on o f  t h e Ferry S er v i c e  t h a t  h a d  
b e e n  c l o s e d  s in c e De c . T h e  F a r e  r a t e s  a r e  t o  b e : : :  

P A S S AN GER S :  
AUT OM OB ILE & 
1 T r •J. c k  

l Tr '.l C k 

2 t on t r J. c k  
2 t on t r ue k 

Ho ur s t o  b e  

5 ¢  
DR IVER : 1 5 ¢ 

25 ¢ l i g h t 
5 0 ¢  h e a vy 
4 0 ¢ l i gh t 

7 5 ¢ h e a vy 

6 . 30 A . M .  - 6 . 30 P . M .  
n o  e v e n i n g  s er v i c e . 

l o a d . 
l oa d . 
l oa d . 
l oa d . 

e v e ry l.. ' 4 h o ur .  

ex t r a  r u n s  t o  b e  a d d e d  a t  p e a k  p e r i od s . 
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Th e T o l e d o  was br ough t t o  Bu f fa l o  d uring t h e  1 93 2  L e nt e nnia l �  
S h e  had b e e n  bui l t  i n  T o l e d o i n  1 8 9 1 , but was c ompl e t e ly E e bui l t  
b e f or e  going int o s er vi c e  on th e Ni agaraa e I t  wa s a lar g e paad l e ­
wh e e le r , and wh e n  f u l ly l oad e d  c ould h o ld a c a pa c i ty o f  80 c ar s ., 
S h e  was t h e  e as i e s t  o f  th e F e rri e s t  t o  o p e r a t e ,  and c ou l d  hand l e  
e a s i ly i n  t h e  s wi ft c urr e nt o f  t h e  Ri ver .. The T oled o opera t e d  
t i l l  t h e  lat e  40 1 s ,  and was s c r a ppe d i n  H ami l t on i n  1 94 8  e 
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