FERRY LANDING: by foot of Rertie:::

1796: Upper landing: known as Black Rock ferry.

At this time this was the only crossing above the Falls, for
emigrants and later blacks escaping into Canada on the underground
railway.

In the early vyears it opereated without licence.,Barliest leasee
on American side: Col. O'feil.On the Canadian side Hugh Gilmore
operated without a licence. He had come over from Penn. in 1793.

In 1796 Henry Windecker purchased the land on which the ferry stood,
and with it was awarded the Ferry lease.Lt. David Cowan purchased
the property, and with it the lease .

In 1801. John Warren Sr. Commisinoary and Inspector of Customs
applied for the lease of the Fort Erie Ferry on behalf of his son
John Warren Jr. In this year this site became the Official Inding.

John Jr. recieved the lease and kept it till his death in 1832.
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management of a trusty person Nelson Forsyth; and although Kenneth
c'zenzie the late encumbert of this side, who has had the full ben-

£

1
ct

of it'le
him any interunt s h ] L manifested every disposition since

period, without nmy causing

)

my intentions to ferry

passangers, and he annears

General should be apprised

of this vpreparitory to

e e
3 e Asslize at lilagara te the end, that Ir.
Hckenzie mayv be sensible of the o)
Shortly after Kerby se
which failed t. revort at the nort of entry, and it was to
d Hckenzie, Lewls

and to recover

dameges,

thelr bhoats from the ¢ld wharf,

erby reasonably expects to enjoy, as

e of the Ferry from the Government,
15t

(\J
,_)'
u
l.J
o}
a3
g

all this T am fully persuad

from an honest motmve; being strictly ho ] T ;
ever disposed to perform whatever duties his Government mav have
intrusted with hime., The errors committed have proceeded from error



travelling public. This horse powered boat was called the Bee,
Terby had . continual trouble with other boatmern of the town

and he was forever writing the Government,
they would put an end to the trouble, After

ovenor by the

ve carefully consilered the
,%atiﬁg certain interference wita his
c

omplaints of the

N

mpt by Hr. Herby as collector o

loading of goods and the comming of

)
whar T

the Council would
Eerby should be found to vnossess the leg
entry in this manner, the Council with
cannot approve of the course persued by the Coll

nor carn Th

S
ey forebear to remark, that although ¥r. Herby had no ine
nsion to deserve or provole censur e

e
the office of the Collector of Customs



The Warrens for twenty-five years nad enjoyved the benefits of their
Ferry running from this locotion ( by Catherine St.) and they were

offi
place; that it had b

of public houses, and the most c
onposite side of '

1
S

-
]

village, and a local merchant,

®
<
b
o
D
G
O
<4
®
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O
=

Mckenwie, wrot

ad

cross
from tie old Ferry
e it is cer

the currents free
g0 uns

t
entire 211 hel




1840, This year Terby ledsed the Ferry to Nelson Forsyth for

three y=ars, and 1T was he who bullt the wharf and overated

a

ipper landing, His home

ffice

D, n R - - 3 - ! - R T - S [e]

from the 1 ry dock, by ir.Haggart, It's was 96 tons,
and it's Lapt, was James VWalker,

During the 18L0's a small cluster of homes had sprung up at the foot
of Terry Road ( Dowen) . Along with them were a warehouse, a2 black=-
ami tl homn danc i Stevens i

smith shopn, a dance v e Stevens., ir,

wvharf was nearhy.

hincle wmill owned by

; " [ . A A AR [
By this landing was a customs shacl and a

1)

S
hat the Fennians later

messrs, Stockdale and Tait, It

landed. After the battle the shingle mill was torn down.. From
this wharf, Ireebury's Landing there was 2 considerable business

~4

a most of the boats were vers

done in passang

-l do

actually only rowboa

™

felson Torsyvth hegan to loose,

two miles downstrean and he

of intersepting the traffic

This was deone without any knowlcdge of

3
i

- s LI Y Tarh) -, T 17
LICLTO Chariesn Hail OIL

Forsyth .~ wvery loth to e , the Bee from his
fathers place, for reason that he would have nothing to do here, as
[od
T usicn




1841

page 295 ¥r, Hall's letter 1o Kerby as his 3Solicitor:-
'" I have had the plezsure of seeing Vr, Forsyth to-day
and cofersed with him on the subiect of the Ferry. He informs
that the Horse boat belongd t0 his brother; and that he runs
12 upon his own respon31blliJv in opposition %o Mr. Lewlis:
and that you have boats sufficient at vour Ferryy 10 answer the
purpose. +f you have nothing %0 do with Kr.Forgyht rurring the
toat where it is and derive no share of tqe profits from it;
gnd give him to undersitand that it is without vou approvation
or sanctiorn; and that vou are adverse to it, and forbid his
ferryine at that place; then it cannot injure your cause eveh
if ne should continue to Ferry. O» the other hand if you should
in any way sanciion his contimiing to do so, it will be arpzrov-
ing Lewls's acts,''

"the Bee - Porsvth's boat was called the Bee; was a sidewheele¥s vand

page

o]

5]
C\

i

m

its power was provided by two horses , one on elther side of
the boat in racks furning the paddlewheels, He ran it from just
in front of his Tathers plaece ‘which later became the Sherman :
Dock) to a dock just west of Soaw Island on the American shore. o
It operated in the summer months only; and later met with an '
accident while iransporting sheep across the River. The sheep
bolted on the trip and theyv were all lost in the awift eurrent
of the river. It had operated for only +two seasons; and during
this time N. Porsyth was part owner, capiein and the suposed
Customs officer; when he wished repor+inp t0 Kerby .at his ofLice
upgtream,
At long last in 1841Ferby announced %o the Hon., Henkes : the
Inspector of Public Accounts; ''The limits of the Port of Entry
were at length dJdeclded to include_both the wharfes at which the
Terries had been landing. This is from my M- 111 &% the head of the
Repids down to Waterlooc a distance of ¥ of a mile, and the sit/
vation of Tort Erie upward of a mlle above my Mill .'?

This included both the Tpper Ferry and the lower .
301 Fort Erie Dec. 30-1842,

-8y 1t please your wWorship ; Ihe Ferry at this place is carried
on in the greatest disorder, and the contempt of the rules and
regulationg of thé Perries made in the General Quarter 3ession of
Peace,"The Government Ferryv 's idle for want of enp;oymen% H gnd
everyone who owns a boat Teeries at tlmes. A traveller 1s Ierried
over a haIf price,gt other itlmes he has to pay double price and Is
often detalined for hours +o the great Injury of the travelling

publiec. In 1841 FTerby instructed "William Hamllion tengagify
Brock Torsyth, and all other owners of Ferries on the River of

the Port Of Entry as 1t now SuOOd By pow)Mrs Lewls had moved
%o Black Rock: however he and %elson and “rock Forsyth all owned

noats: and continued wo run them contrary t0o Kerbv'is orders,
208: Letier to 'r. Fenkes June 8th-1841;
1INy, Welson ?Oﬁﬁwﬁh of
of a Yorse ?@Wry Boat has
Tu=w®fﬁaw nexyv day he

ol acu\ a distance of



over to Black Rock dam on the Americen side, end on redturning
would bring over no goods , excepting trading carriages. etc. not
subject Lo duty. And in so doing he did not consider himself bound
%o report at this Port Of Entry. I conisended that he had 10 repori
according to Law j &3 the Port 0f Entry, was defined. He persisted
- in stating that he had taken legsl adviceupon the subiect : and

should do 1+,

rage %10. dbetter from Kerbys-

'"As Collector of Customs at this Part I do all in
my power Lo supress smuggling ; and although I have succeeded in
making a few at great risk; yet a great deal of it is s$ill
practised. I pray that His Excellency , be furnished with the
present Communicetions and the Documents , that accompany It,.

A Nr. Porsyth's landing place is a rendezvous for Smugglers ; and
I tvrust His Excellency will see the necessity of putting a stop
to it; in & great measure by the means above supgested,’’ '

Nelson Forsyl4 fhought continuelly to have his lending consid-
ered in the 0fficial Port of Entry. In 1841 Helson and Brock
matually resended the Order that had made them deputies for Ksrby,

Trouble continmaed ; and two atitempts were made 4o desiroy the

steam Ferry the Waterloo rurning between Black Rock and the lower
ferry Landing.

In 1845 —July the 1l4th., Kerby wrote a Petition himself
offering 1o surrender his lease of the Ferry from Waterico 40
Black Rock; and praying that a new one would be granted him ; this
time statine the limits, A recommendation was made that the sur-

render of the lease should be granted and that another grented

10 him of the Ferry for seven years; at the same rent under the

following ,descriptions

"T'Our Perry at Fort Erie Rapids in the fr~nt of 164 No.3.

the Township of Bertie across the River Niapgrs 4n the district
"of Niagara aforesaid; and Black rock in the U.S.A, , and common-

ly known as the Ferry at Fort ErieRapids; exstending 1 mile and

a half on each side of the Port &f which the Peyry usually is
kept 3 say in front of lot Foe. 3 as aforesaid.””’

Kerby's wlfe had died in 1839; andihis mother shorily
after, Then the husband of his eldest daughter passed away ;
leaving him to care for both the widow and her daughter. He sold
the interests 1n his Mlll.in 1851 after a fire destroved his
office and Records; and the pressure of other public offices
prompted him to give up the Customs Job and with it thelessee of
the Ferry shortly hereafier although 1t was to be in effect %111
1852, Kerby who's name will be long remembered in the Records of
The Collector Of Customs and the Lessee of the Ferry dled of
Cholera in 1854,
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M7 T 3
The Hewton:

1868, The CGrace Dormer , oOwn

Tt'g Jast run at Fort

as a wvleasure boat to

1869, The Ivanhoe a raillraod Ferry was put into service by the
ooy a 1 o= - N
Buffalo & regular trips.

1871=2 The gecond "ints ) : lar Tex ras bullt in Fort Erie,

of Iron

and unlike the

The Union was bullt in Kingston, in 1864; and &t that time was

U]
=
S
o
®
;*‘v’
o
)
O 5
d-
&
+
®

called the Watertown., 1t was bought
| Dean Jr, Engineer,
here till 1902, It ’
1809,

ers, and horse
b g 42,
Dean and the

Another service renswved again

[...J
(&s]
Ul
L}

Baroatt the oot of ufferir
L P R N N
Sua in olacid =20CL, LT

landowner in the village., The wvresident of the company was
e
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s THE NIAGARA a rather small boat was puat 1nto service
this year. 1t operated from the Upper Ferry landing by
the foot of Bertie 8t. It was the first of the Ferries to ,,_ . w..
be carried down the river by the ice.Because of the con- &5+
ditions of the river , the Captain Mr. Shelar was unable
to stear the boat , and 1t hit the International Bridge,
and sheared off the smoke stack, and part of the piolot
house. in later years, Capt. William Mc .Murray took over
the dutles on the Niagara, from Capt. Shelar.

During the early 1900's the Ferry service was again
temporarily discontinued. Mr. Weber president of the
International Ferry Comp.; cancelled the service over
a dispuate with a non-union crew working on the Nliagara. He
dismissed it's Capt. Mr. Mc. Murray , and in his place
pat another of hils employees a Capt. Parsons.

fa LN oo T Ao LI . . e
OTeLNA0IT. 0¥ Tares vears this

The Sh




1

98;

1907 :

1910:

THE ORLEANS::: L. 11810. 5. 33.7 built 1898.

The Ferry Orleans was built in Levis Quebec for the Bardol
family . It was used to bring American customers , to the
Fort Erie dock, where they borded the Sandfly Expreess for

the rie Beach amusement Park, The Bardol family was.com-
petitors with the Fix family in the Ferry business. In 1907
the Bardols bought out the Fix brotheérs, and continuéd to run
the Ferries till the close of the Beach in the early thirtees.

In 1931 the Fix brothers bought the Orleans from the Bardol
family for a cost of $§ 3%32.500. It was the second of the Fort
Erie Ferries to be carried down river by the ice flows, and
twice had to have it's top deck replaced.

During the second war years, ferry customers dropped off
considerably, for by that time most of the traffic between
Buffalo and Fort Erie was using the Peace Bridge. It was then

- decided, as had been the custom many years ago, to run the
Ferry only in the summer months.

The Orleans had the distinction of making the last run on
the Niagara, Labor day 1950The o0ld ferry was docked at Grand
Isiand , and in 1955 she was sold for scrap. Verified by log

hook i wossession of ¥r, Hengleman, worker on ferry, Orleans,
In 1953 the paper reported that the Ferry business would cease
to exist, Fon the last few years it had only been ovperating

J 9, - ! -
ed by Eugene

pi

during the summer months. The land was purchas

U

)
t
(.[‘

Agr and the spring of 1953 will see an open alr frulit market

on the site, and this foll a permient store will be built on

»

the sgite of the Ferry landing,

THE FRANKLIN: This year Paddy Fix along witb a Mr. Mc.Nell,
of Buffalo , bought the old Welcome in Detroit and'broaght

it to the Niagara River and renamed 1t the Frankllp. It had
been built in 1894 at ST. Clair Michilgan; was 80.0 in length
and in breadth 21.0 . Althoagh not suitable for automobile
service, it was in use till 1926. It finally was abandoned on

grand Island in the early 30's.

W : i to date.
THE NIAGARA FRONTIER: was the largest of the Fgrrlesﬂ
1T was pbuilt in Buffalo , this year was 119.8 in length, and
38.9 in breadth. It was steel hualled, and had a capacity of
35 automobiles and 700 passangers when fully loaded. It cost

approximately $75,000.

Following a long contest to pick a name, it was finally
christened the Niagara Frontier , by the daughter of the
bresident of the ° ' Ferry Comp. F.J. Weber.

: Owned by the Erie Beach Tomp . , the‘ﬁerry was used to
take care of the large crowds comming over ..o Buffalo to

isi amusement park. .
Vst t?ie Niagara Fgontier , was seng to Sault ST. Marle
after her service on the Niagara: 1910



1913

1917:

1920:;

1928:

THE FAVOURITE which had run as an excursion boat on
the Nlagara; from the oot of Ferry St., to Electric Beach

on Grand Island for two years, was parchased by the Inter-
national ferry Comp. , and fitted ouat for Ferry Service
between Fort Erie & Buffalo. '

At this time the Fix Brothers were operating in com- -
petition with the International Ferry Comp. They had '
two boats the Sea Breeze and the Clarence Fix, neilther
of these suaited for auto. traffic. They also owned the
Welcome(Franklin) and for a time the Favourite. n 1913
they took over the charter from the International ferry
Comp. and laid up their own boats; taking over those of
the other Ferry Comp.:The Hope & the Nlagara Frontier.

THE GRAND ISLAND a rather squatty boat, in length 102.2,
breath 29.0 , owned by the Fix brothers was put into
operation this year. It proved to be the hardest of all

the Ferries to operate. It drew too much water, and it was
always ruanning aground in the shallow waters on tile Canadlan

shore., After service on the Niagara, it was converted into
a sand sucker.

THE JAMAICA & the NEWTOWN two large sidewheelers , owned by
Frank Bardcl; were put into service at thils time. They were
used to take care of the Beach crowds comming from Buffalo.
In order to transport these two Ferries to the Niagara River
they were transported through the Erie Canal. IT was necess-
ary to cut them in half and load them with stone, in order
that they would pass under the many bridges on the rouate.
Once at their nev locatlon they were completely rebailt.

The Fort Erie Ferry; mar. 28th.

mr. W.M. klehm , manager of the Fort Erie Ferry Comp.,
announced the resumption of the Ferry Service that had
been closed since Dec. The Fare rates are to be:::

PASSANGERS: 5¢

AUTOMOBILE & DRIVER: 15¢ :

1 Truck 25¢ : light load.
1 Truck 50¢ : heavy load.
2 ton truack 4Lo¢ ; light load.
2 ton truck 75¢ : heavy load.

Hours to be 6.30 A.M. - 6.30 P.M. every i hour.

no evening service.
extra runs to be added at peak periods.



193355 : THE CITY OF TOLEDO: L. 250.6 B. 33.,7. tonnage 670,
Memorial Day. '

The Toledo was brought to Buffalc during the 1932 ULentennial,

She had been built in Toledo in 1891, but was completely mebuilt
before going into service on the Niagaraa. It was a large paddle-
wheeler, and when fully loaded could hold a capacity of 80 cars,
She was the easiest of the Ferriest to operate, and could handle

ea51lj in the swift current of the River The Toledo operated
[w L Il i ®
till the 1lgte 40's, and was scrapped in Hamilton in 1948
Ferry tickets:1b¢ Bridge 16¢. June 3%0,1.93%3%-book § 1.25
1936, Orleans re: the International ~idge taking off stack
and wheelhouse, and lifeboats.
1937  July 20, The olf Frontier Ferrvybost, sank at Sauvlt
50, Marie,
., The Ferry szrvice wac ldscontinued Zor a tine,

stinction of maldng the last
VL]’-J’\’-]
ich had bheen erected

wun with Capt
1951,"The Ferry bullding

Iabor Day.The

,
argse nroduce asd Trocery sStore
Ze 7 T




