1851 to 1938

DELL’S METHODIST
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"~ On May 13, 1851, Henry Dell, Sr.. who was the oidest son of Basenett
Dell and his wife, Ann Deficlds, who were United Empire Loyalists, and
came to Canada in 1789, deede f land to the trustees for a
Methodist Episcopal Church for five s}‘li' 5. A ecemetery and a site for
a church called Dells” Chapel was o be ere cted here. Some of the trustees
were Daniel Lambert; Peter Dell, William Dell, Thomas Dell and Jonathan
De}i

1he Dreil Cemetery was located at the rear f)f the church. The first
internments were in 1847, 1349 and 1850, indicating that this was first, a
family burial ground. The Dells who died earlier were huried in the
Young, or old McCredie cemetery, on the banks of the Welland River,
opposite from the Cyanamid Welland plant on Lyons Creek Road. There
are over one hundred graves in the cemetery on Reixinger Road which are
3 predommate}y Dell.

The chnmh was a (ramej {*iapbuaz d building, facing the Reixinger
Road ‘and ahf)ut s;xty feet in' from the gate. It was a one-rpom
,’ buﬂdmif with a centre Z%’M’{}.‘ The twenty or so rows on either side were
straight varnished pews, and those who sat for manv hours found them
most uncomfortable. - The church was heated by a pot-bellied stove. Coal
oﬁ lfamps hans’ing from fancy iron hrackets, were fastened to the side walls.
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. The church had an organ, and a pulpit en a raised j
Sydney Stokes and the late George Heximer purchased the
pre:sently he;tng uSPd in Southminster United Church, N

 This church for over seventy-five years, was the scene -of Dell
we&dmgs chrlstemngs and funerals. Generagjons of Dells received their
‘religious education here and their social gatherings and family reunions
" centred around thelr church. , ‘

The De’l church was a part of the V‘«/o! and- circuit and Iater, the Port
Robmson and Chippawa circuit. The ministers of this chureh are listed in
the United Church Archives in Toronto and in the ‘Book of Memaries” by

Dr, Sydney Stokes, who had the Dell church as 1)15 first charoe.in 1613-
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