
BERTIE HALL bv11-:r ( � -:3 3 
This laree home on the ground floor has at 

t�e front two laree �arlo rs back to back. The ceilings 

in both rooms are at least 12�t. high and on the north 
wall of each is an imported Italian :fireplace i,bet 
ce'1 e across in saline boats for the original owne� 

To the Pbitps st. side as you enter the front ... door 

is a budge-winding staircase that would be a credit to 
anv southern mantion. The ceiling in this hallway from 

th� floor to tta�-over tbe stair is 22ft. in height. 

Behind the hall on .the. Phipps St. side is a s'1lall r6_om 
used in later years by Mr. Pattison for a bedroom ; �u 
no doubt in yea rs pone bv a serving pantry. To the 
of this mn tbe same side is a very narrow kitchen 

Behind the £rant P a rlo�s on the aorth aide is an 

aveape sized room for the dinning area and to the back 
of the house anot�er room about half the size of this • 

.As you co1"'1e out' of t'r,e A. tchen there $6 a · narrow 
'-�'illding back --tair-Nay leading to the second. floor. 

3egil"nine at the front are .two larre >:iedrooms bact:s 
aY1d reached fro,,- the land ine, surround ng -·the s t airc a s e 
Eahh �f '.theee rooms has its imported Italian Marble 
fireplace; but tbev are not as elaborate as those on 
t1:"1e €round floor • .  Two t'1e hack of tbe house are sever 
roo�s perhaps used for servants or for the children · 
frir the origir.al Nilliam Fors;yth had nine children fro 
one wife and ten from another. The floors throughout 
the house a�e the orieinal wide pine 'boars. It is 
surprising but moat of the rooms upstairs sem r ·to have 
had o:nly two ,layers of 7!ellpaper. 

A ve� narrow sta±it?way lead.::3 to· the At tic. ; and 
to one· from '·tr:e ;Year 1969 this is the most stricking 
part of the hous.e. Not having been lived in the wood 
stands . as it dj d the day it was first put into pl�ce. 
The beams are al l . hand huen timbers o.f black wallnu t 
and the size ancf ieng 'l-: t is something to 1'.lehold. _he 
tre6s growtnp in t-e area must have been of' emence 3j_ze 
•11 show s:! r:rs of -:'o-ck "''i �h t�e .:1DZE-end �11 tl"e cross 

bee1T's �re pu-+; toi:retlier with pegs that are "t l@6�i!3 
·r fteen foot in le�pht. There ere �t ench cros3 piec e� 

�our of these pegs a�out six inc�es apart end bout 
a ft. one above �i..e other. The at�.ic is only about 
six to eifht in. the ce11tre tl-ie only plpce you cen :atc:n 
It strd;l,tches from tt.e veradnh at t""le front just 'J�,ck 
o · f the two larpe parlors. � look at tte outs"dtde' or t 
the �uilding one can see-t�e ��c� p�rt of �te house is 
much lo-:-,,rer. 1'he wa,_l e't t•·e end of the a��ic is o:f 
ne :f8ced wt t� �rick end it is �rigin1il i:·· colour 



stone and brick and never having been pain ted over 
i +, shoiNS on1v t�1e mellowness of time. fiis inside 
wa11 -1bich rizes :trom t�-.e basement is solid .flagstone 
from there ti') t1�e rafters over a ft. ir -:hickness 2m . 

fsced on oi +,'Ir.er side ·-i :t rEOd �ric - s.:r:d · ir the -ain en 

s cor,1 floors �1...;.s is coirred ·cri �h lath end plaster. 
-rhe floe:!" ,_,o�rd:; ..:r � ... 1.-e ·a�·.ie are ere �"':e ori pi� �l e{l.C 
an are at ea:s� t ... :s_ c · .... i-ie size ol" thaG� on t:te ot:!:ler 
floors neinp n� least t�nee hcnds �ide. 

��e ce1!�r �f t�e home la most notorious !or it 
has been sai3 :'rc-r �-irre ·mor'nl tho.t there was a trcp 
a�or ,_e.r:-dj1'1j 'r+� 8 �UnY"el a.ri::: :fron: tlJe h01108 nroper 

to +.1�e river. The Forsvth 's 1;vere noted smueelers on th 
River ; and th i ;3 vVo.3 1rhat was to have given them the 
edpe ov r KERBY ar� his men. It is hard to vision 
dipf'i g such an e·rrnence ceJJ er by hand and then havvlin 
13]. the f} e.gstone to build the wal£3 which are twelve 
ft. in heiebt ; and at least seven of' this is under 
ground level. '":'.e ce: lar is cut into two arge square 
roor<Js ; · or.e o..o --1·ic1: ·�ou�� equal ope: of' 19G9. ·�o t"1e 
Phipps st. side there is two smaller rooms. Three of 
the rooms have exsposed beams tana flagstone walls 
and dirt floors. 'Ibe sr11all cellar to the 80U th west 
corner had a brick floor over the dirt t ben�h.'i's was 
� The beams ·r:ere coveil�ed and r;lastered , as 
weret'hev wal l s . No doubt htis WcS used for food stoor 
age. Tfi tbe',nortb.L'west corner of the larger cellar 
there is a hud re door at least ten foot in he i.ght that 
leads to an outdoor entrance. rl;ere is only one o ,,!-.er 
d rJOr ar:c1 �,..,�"". i-:; t, o -ti.-e srrall ce�lar t��t "·�s the 
plasterinP. T'·e stair·Nay leadi.np dovvn to tte cpl1Er 
is onlv aoout four ft. 'vvide and -you desee.ifud 3St±a.i:�ht 
d own t. e ra rrow steps with the flagstone :valls · 
surrounding vou on either side. Thi3 is indeed th e sturdiest built house in fort Erie if not in �he area for miles around. 

Uy personal views of Bertie Hall as seen 
in 1969. 

Louis ]�c, Dermott 


