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r • l~o u i s •C rm t t , 
, i h tr et , 

F rt t.ri •nt. 

Le r Loui.-., 

Th h l~ you ~ ~e me, ~s c0nven r, 
th c:irn-nitt€:•~ ""Sa· h•::>le, 1ai: a contrHutin3 factor to tic 

ond rr 1 success our bric! ;.> luncH?on anu f.:iE-h i on :h)\ v: s. 
it '>Ut your f""£>ni rn:,, nd picll•r~s, it ~ oul h2ve ;ir,iount ·d to 

v r littl.::. 

If you sho•Jl n c-d any :1 lp vi th you r 
f"tshion etc, f0r thn \~E:ntenn i al , \'f' \Jillie very na,J:)Y to 
re ipri(c te. Plea::;.; don(t hcs it atP t.) ;:;sl( ui::. 

Once aga in, tl1anldn1 you, 

I9o7, 

Yours very trul y , 

r_ 

l•rio-,3 Luncn E>or1 1j:in' 
( I r s • Lo u i s L i f f ) • 

nor. 





1857 * jfort ~rte* 1957 
Fort Erie. i11 this Cen/ eflnial )'ear. 1·etrll1• mark< trl'f> hrmd1·ed yean of history. 11 

ll'llS bort1 of the nee.J for tr11mpo1·111tio11 am/ lr.nuporlatiot1 h11s bum its life-line en~r 

JitJCt! . 

"1di11t1 tribes firs/ c11me here to obtait1 the 1·11/uable chert for their rude utensils 
111td tools of 11'111", until the coming of the ll'hite m1111 made Ni11g11ra Rit•er the firs/ tre11/ 
pa1h11·11y of our er11 for soldiers, sailors at1d selllers, ll'he11 i11 176-l a rroode11 fort u ·as 
built 11/ tbe 11'11/er's edge by Capt11i11 John /lfo11t1·es.cor, rmdrr order.1 of General Brad
street. 11s 11 milit11r)' post 1111d ll'harf. Because fJf 1he lake it 11·0• flamed Fort Erie 1md 

trll< lhe 0111)' f101·1 at the ffJot of the lake. 

Tll'ice destroyed b)' ic)' g11/es. the fort 11·0< fi11ally 1·eb11i/1 of st one 011 the bill 11bot'f: 
1111d 11·11.1 i11 11se 11t1til c11ptured and blofl'11 11fl h,- the Ame1·ic11ns i11 the \Var of 1812. 
R est oretl by the Ni11ga1·a Pt1rks Commissio11 it1 19J9, 1hi.1 historic site h11s become 11 

mecc11 for s11mmer to11rists. 

111 the me1111time. thousantls of U 11ited Empfre toJ•11li.11S, Q1111ke.-s and Pe1111Syl1•11nia 
D11tch. seeking sec111·i1y from the R.ei10/111io11ary IYlt1r in the 'Ito/es. come lo Canada. 
rom e 180 families set1/ing ;,, Bertie /ofl'nshifl , 1md " .tmt11l <e/lleme11/ hod gro11·r1 up 
aromul the grist mill, a mile do11·11 stream frnm the fort. ca/le,/ l'ort Erie Mills 01· 

\Yl11terloo. The place thrfred through its /err) con11ertiom ll'ith Blt1ck R ock. t1cross 
1/u rfrer. the lone place of entry to Ca1111du from we<lern ' ' ew York and lrt1de 1111d 
1r111 ·el passed thro11gh lo the old stagecoach ro11/e lo Ne1rt1rk. )'Ork (Toronto) 1md 

/lfo11treal. /11 f11ct. 11s 11 trading center. the comm1111ity ll'as 011tdist1111cing Buffalo. 

But the building of the t u ·o ca11t1ls. ll''ellt1t1d 11 r1d Erie. ir1 1H2-l-25 dfrerted tr11de 
el seu·here t111d relegt1ted l f1uterloo lo a sleepy lit1/e 1·ill11ge. At1 11ps11rge, horL'et·er. ll'os 
experie n ced later, ll'ith the h11ildi t1g of 11 rail line and car ferry to 811fft1lo, t1nd Wt1ter

loo , rril.h a pop11latiot1 of 900 u ·as incorporated "s the 1·illage of Porl Erie it1 1857. 
rrith gre11/ expectations for the f uture, fl'hen 1he ofumit1g of tbe f11/ er11at ional R ail111a)' 
Rridge ;,, 1873, d mile dofl'11 stream, made 1he Cd1' ferr.1• oh<olele and "gtrin dfrerted 

romme1·re f1·om Port Ei·ie. 

IVith the b11ildit1g of tbis bridge dlltl the s11bsN111c11L set1/c111c11t there, i1Jd11st1·y 
1md p o /ml11tio1t swept do·u·n to the 11011• 11ill11ge of Jlicto1'i11 i11co1·po1·ated iii 1894 a11d 

dS the T orl'PI of B1·idgeh11rg i,, 19 16. 

Tbe11 ;,, 1927 the Peare B,.idge u·as built 1be g 1·et1/est m l'mori11I of i111ernt1tiot111l 

goodrrill hetll't'erl lll'o /r·ie11dly flations - aml the old / 011'11 of for/ Ei·ie rt1me into its 

0 ,,.,, agt1itt. Thie 11·11s the 11ge of the automobile 1111d the hr·idge becam e 1be m11it1 a1·/er)' 

fo,. 1·ehiwl111· fr·a ffic. 

f'iflalfy , <eekit1g the 11d1·1111/ages of a11111/gu111t1liot1. t/u 111'0 t ofl''1S became Oflt! Oii 

}111rt1t1r·y /<I , 19 Jl . retui11i11g the old histo1·ic t1a111e of f ort F.1·ie. 

'li11ce 1bet1 groll'lh has bee11 stead) 1111d 1ri1b a pop11/11tio11 t1ea,.i11g 9(}(){) the tou·n 

;, fa</ acbiel'i11g •·it)' <l11/11s. lrtth t he lll'O 1,,.idge< bri11gi11g i11 11·emet1do11s trade and 
fraffir. f'orl F.ric /Jt1s become 011e of lhc lar·gut f>or·tr of et1tn• i 11 C11ttt1da. It offers 1111 
farilitin to i11d11clry. is ll'ell e11do11 et! ll'itb 111odu11 111ili1ics a11d has all 1he ame11i1in of 

1he good life. 

Tbc yeurs, i11J.eed, have b.-ought u ·o11dr·o11s cha11gu fr·om the d11ys of the fodi.nt 
rrdit to rhe {.,ys !•l -.1if1l':t:• ·s, .~'t"h u.,tvs .ntd 1ky 1c.~y.1 r1 f Ibis ,orfc1'/t .·,·.a; .rud u:.':Jik 
Fo''f. J>ic looi..s b" d · 1'M1!;11m·enll'Y '" ;, , &isled; , p,,sf, 111 thi.<. i/ ,. Ct·11/e1wi.1l 1'e.t1. :i . 

..J10 luoJ.s fo;·w .... J ho.pt1,":.ll-y to .;:, .;vi:tl' ;!o.u. 1sh:itl( f:J:m·.!, 
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