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'"m�ttY OF THE .  BOEffi! ( BE/\M,l . 'fAIIJtI" � . ' ' ' ' 

••• When the ancestor or thie family came to Amel'lica his name• waa. I. 
·. Doh�•. written also Boehm or· 'B9ehme. The form tdth the· $ndifl$ "•• a.1 
. t·o have been used intercha.ng�ably With the short.er form, wbich. waa tht .. 
·that survived in this· country. Both fotma of the name are not �c� 
. tn Qe.rnlfJ.ny and Gennan•SWi tzerland today, .. As tar as we have, bePn �bl.·" d.1�ooveX", these were. the only forms of th& name; wh�n'the ini.uig�;�::sXr;:: i&1ft'ivri in America, of those families now called Be.am. · ... · ·· . · >;; ... · . · ·•; 

.. . . It ia very ditficult for an English spe&.k.1ng person to 'prc>nounc:e <' · 
'fJ.�•hm

.·. e.r Boehme correct.ly. It.· .. is t.h· is di .. ff .

. 

1.cu. lty wh
.
ich .l.e···.d .. . · · t h··. e· .. farit····J·l 

•. · .. '1. ··. ian•SJ*.lking. neighbours and the officers ·of .the· Courts to t:tnd at .• 

, .. ·• . . t..1tute the. name $ounding neat"est like the G&rmart name ae ttu1y · . . .. · 

.r::) ·'l't·• . . Af'ter the aooepted. pronunciation had.·. become l ,sfit,tl•d thi�, · tl1e':;; 
: ... :,.t.;;_,� 

.

. •.r . . eta·
.

· ot the name changed the sp. e.lling to agree. -· ... ·very 
.

•.
. 

te• . .. b 
.
. rano.h�a.:·.;;'.·'.·,··.'.·. ·. \.:'•·" ot the. family have kept the original name unchanged though some mem.ber11 

�
- . . · . · hi.VG r1ttturned to :1.t after their inrnediate forbears had us.ed other 1�;·,�· 

tor several generations • .  Lancas�er and Berks Counties were. ea:rly · '• : {;·,'•';,:{. 
Qf".tioered and controlled by English agents of the Penns.. Therefore�. �:·>.'i 

.. : ;lqliah spelling of the name in the very earliest; entries in the' Co�r " .. '.(': : 
�•O<>rds i& Beam or Beh:n. The name Boehm or Boehme is the German to�:k. f\18oh1mian or the Bohemian" that is, a native of Bohemia which wa.s··:· , " l)" a part of the Austro ... Hungarlan mona.rchy but now, .sin.ct the Gr "'·'U", a part of the newly c onstructed state of C ze<:: hoslavakia. · .  IJ,'he ... . .  
tor Bohemia 1 s Boehmen. W'hen the German name began t o be 4pplied: t<>' . .  ·· . p.i.ople or the country they were, as they still are, Czechs.·. The. yetJ{.i:1:,�; 

. nee, therefore, shows racial origin • .  The Bea.ms are Slav1o Czechs 1>1 ;/.L .. 1• 

rao,•1 'but long resid.ence in Germany· or German·Switze.rland has gi"l8l1;,�l'1 
to th• belief that the t"amily is German. Of course it mu:it be adl;:Lt ·· · 

��•.that inter-marriage with Oe�tuis has, ao.tua.llY· .brougl'). .t �e�n t>�., ,,, fntp :�dominance. ' ' ' ' ' . 
' 

' 
·. ,· ,, . · ·  .·. . r '/.'.:.::.:: 

/'l'he rfatne began to be used as<:a familY' name in Swit1erland 1n s��'lf 
. , aµch; wa.y as this.::· A wandere.r from Bohemia, ln search or bet;tei- to�. · 

· . .. ·.··�·�···· ···f\lgitive from reli�ious persecution,· ·With·· an unpronounoa:ble. C�t;. , . , .' \:\ : J' r�•f oame • aoroes. the .Bo rde r and s�ttled among his new G&l"l'U.n•spea�i� .i;:1':t' .. . n�i�bours. Thay comm�.nly and most conveniently called him "e1�. Bo.if("·, :.;r•: ·. 

, or W:der Boehm(e)" • .. .  The �eal,,,·name, if ever known, was forgotten and •qoo�,;·r;C;.>•• t.t,he bearer of the name preferr�d to be known by the new name in order .:t,o .· · ·· · 

· ··· .. • .. · v. o. :1..d 
.

. ... "'.·· ·xpl. a a··n. at .. 1. .. ·.o.p· · . o.;r·. · confusi.·on. Ev�n now. we c.a.ll thi.s o.r t h·a .. t 'O .. e . . r·. a······.o .. n . .. ·. · 
... ... ··;.· ·;"Th• Duch.man" or 0the Russian", etc. Only in these days the .uncotUt'O'l O\il; ,0pr�••.•• 4.ofis not go so far, Nat.ura.lized f o);'eigners '4'1 th unprQnqUAP.�'lfl;e' ;: ,i�,:�ll.�h&ng.e:, t��m by legal process to a sirnpler ·r.orm. · · ·· 

.... '·1�}�hlb;��e of··�oe(h)'r�us ,1s··very old 1n t.he ca:nton or s�. Gail�. 'A.If 
·· rom �he, ltiatori.c Bio a hical L$ · n· of' Swit.z·erJ.iand 111 .th•> _, , ,  ' · .  ,' ;·,,·, ,< "" · ·,.' ' <, , ,• 5· ' ,;,, ,, •,,  ·' ·+/,.- ,, ' . ' ' " • ·. •• ' . . • 

\' 11, ' • 

. " 
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The spread of the n�G BO$hm 1& �yoml· a.U .doubt cc��otlXt "':th :t• � b4ilg1_tmtng ot the R.i11fdlrmation, for th&: n.i� ap�ra 1n t.<�·1)r&.\ t'C'1111' ·�� 
. count.1�ea bon:ler1� Bohemia at that· ti�. Tne rcaJ.i�ioua Uatory ct Eft� 

,. Prctesuntiam goes bo..ck to W;,"'Olifte, 11f.aom � call th• ��rd'1& zt.ar o..t. . B•.forma.t1on; but Wycli.t"!o hii!it.ualf �d Ncei ved th• if1?1.11.1l.etJ l'.J:i in�;;pii""& til ·· trom abrQnd, from the distant Boborrtan nation. A Qu��g Qf E.n$1.anc''. th�\-��-'·!� , •.Witt. ot Rieno.rd II had come f'rom Johc:a1a and w1 th httri ca.�1 · tht · 101t>rf1i.,.;·.·; 
' · <;>t tJit ta&ohings ot John· Husa, the very t!rat of the Protestr.Stltts. · ���I; . �J�. x,, 

· ·  .. was alto a great patriot. The religious mov�ment 'Which h� led ·'W!iiJ (1tnly . .  i ,•�····" part ot a great national mo�"llent tor esta.blif.ahi.ng tho full f�1'/d�:t> ;Ot .�"i.;.: .... Oaoch M.tion. Thia was a \dlole centv.ry before Gemany hailed t1.4ths� .. . e.e .:·�it.,. 
· ,  it.$ g't'ea.t tetachor, reformer, and patriot. Hu.ea was burn<Cd •t: tli� $te.'.t:• . :·:' ... ) "; 
··in 14lS and a death similar to his batf>ll also the Bohemian n'4t1,o�. J1:0l"lt .·Yi. 

· . than two centuries later in the great wAr which t1us fought ott tl'.l.� soil �( · ·'.·�: 
· · Buro� tor r�ligious liberty - the Thirty Years War - the first .blot: -� · . . 
. dire-oted by the Austrian Catholics againet the �o-.:>lO of Bohemia. Tliti . ·,, .• .. , ': 

Sehemta.nD were defeated � and crushed, many or them were drl. ven out � .,, , 

· ba Wi1.U'ld&rers on the race of the earth and from that timic the name and .. · , 
· " 

nation ot the Bohemians - or as they calle4 themsolna the Czechs • fti� :· �pod out atJ it seemed forever tx·om .the map of .Europe. However, W.S.tbin. tilt 
last fw years1 it wa s reconstituted a.n:i is now recogn11ed aa a t>ar1.; ot tb-4' 
'DB nation Of liZfJChosla.valda. . , 

1'1• Il'l their new home in Switzerland our ancestors tor a while l1"$d &Ad · 

thron but not for long were they left in peace, at least som• or th1t1. A · 

certain Jacob Boohm was living at peace with the co=unity eomewhGre .ftGll.l" 
the Oe1T.an border, probably in this same Canton or Schafthausen. tl<>, l'1$11. 
\to quotG a family historian (the Reverend Honry Boehm, his great great , . gr.Qndson) "a woll c onnected and strict member of tho rotoraed Lutn0rG.n "� .· · Church, which wa s t he name ot the State Church formed. by that doughty ' . · 

l."efott.ttr John Calvin. Jacob had a. younger son who was named attar hie ": . -� .
. :tather. In c ommon with other young men of the time, he learned a trad• . .. , 

• 

and. as was the custom, he was required to travel for three y&an tl'tiro'U4;1h >' . .  . 

. · the country as· an itinerant , journeyman before he had completod hia . ·� .· ,· >:, ... ,; �jppr�a1tioeship. No· man could enter into business for himself',. no matter . : ·'L:�/s;:·0. 
how well qu&lif'ied, until he had pursued thin course. In hia wanrleritt:Stt·· . . , ·�1.· .I. 1®.n& Jacob tell 1n with the. people c�lled Pietiats and was convert�a.. · i · ..  x 
amoni them. Pietism was a reform movement, again within the Lutheran 

. · · · Church·.' wh. ioh had al:teady .becom.e a.· creed bound 'theolofieal 111. stitut1on .. · .. . . · 
. . .. 

·· NlH W.ith almost . the absolutism of the Papacy. Piet sm inailtGd 021 a nw 
birth and a .separation or Christians from worldly thinga auch al danei • .· 

t-he th•atre, and public gamEts. Among their princiolea wt.ire. earnest ft�.. .· . · 

of �be Bil)le� participation .by the Laity in. the goYernm•nt of the Chu.rob, ·· · 

t�. p·r.actic 
.

. e ot. Christi.anity a.s an .in. d. 1spo.·ns·a· b· ie·.at·gn···· · .  alld
·. 

· . ··
. 

•�f>.!Jleaent. to · 

bovledge, or 1 t and the sympathetic and ld.Mly treat111ent or �lMtlie 
th1.ng nw to the �•11 � · 

· ot � ., :111 
aaa · 
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had a.rri ved at Philadelphia in a sailing vessel called the "Mary Hope", . ·' 

John Annis, Master, which had sailed from Lond on on the 29th of June With 
9.4 passengers, and after a stonny passage of nine weeks and four days, , : ': · r fi.rs·t saw the land of America. Two days before they sailed from LondOt)f 

f;�if�,, �=t���";� t:t�=�d��· .. ;�;��;na� �����e�r;�;�dsli� the Faith in . · 

',','i' ,:·. �::-.·.�,; ' • . 

·<<·�:',)� .';,< . This letter is //2253 Amsterdam :�rchives, and is. signed by si: nersone, 
Martin Kendig appearing second on the list, and was issued in thankfulnE,ts&. 
for the financial aid extended by the "Dear friends out of their g.reat · 

kindness of heart toward our . journey", and is an acknowledgment of �n 
app.eal wh i c h they made to their Dutch sympathizers for c ontributione, / 

"because the journey cost more than we had imagined". . 
· .  · • . 

All of these six signers of the letter· referred to Martin Oberholtzer, 
Martin Kendig, Christian Herr, Jacob Muller, Martin Meili and Hans Herr, 
appear to have set out for Lancaster County Pennsylvania where they 
arrived in October, except Martin Oberholtzer who seems to have remaim�d 
in Philadelphia, and the five men were there joined by four others and 
these nine men selected a spot stretching from West Willow Street to 

· . Jackson Street, near the Centre Square, in Strasburg borough, Conestoga 
"C.ounty, and was, roughly speaking, five mil?s long by three. miles widei.. . 

en square miles or 6,400 acres, and for which they paid 500 lbs. ster ing 
433. These were the first settlers in the County of Lancaster whiqh is 

today the wealthiest farming county in the United States. 

It is not a question of mere coincidence that the·county of Waterloo,· 
. Ontario, should be the banner fanning county of Canada. The descendents 

of these Mennonite farmers, who chose the beautiful rolling land of 
. Lancaster, were largely responsible for the sele�tion settlement artd · .  

development of this beautiful county of Waterloo. It is a certainty that 
these men not only knew how to choose the best land, but they also knew 
how to farm it. 

Driving today through Lancaster County, Penn., one cannot help 
noticing the frequent recurrence of the sa.rrie names of villages, the same 
names for the creeks and rivers, the same names on the signs on the stores 
in the villages and, towns, and the similar tyoe of farm houses with the 
old-fashioned stoop and the b.arns Wi. th the projecting roof· protection for 
the 'cattle, as one sees in the County of Waterloo, Ontario.. Fann land in 

· ;.Lancaster County .is seldom in the market for purchase; it is handed down ;)1trom father to son. On a recent visit to Lancaster, one was informed • irjthat; the only.�sales or land in the last few. years brou�ht IJOO per acre; 

.. ,Martirr Ke�.tg $.e.ems to have been possessed of. l?lOre financial worth. 
G.:• ll• 'to9k .tt:tle to .ne�::tlY 2000 a..c.�s. · · · · 

n a;iid �Himeti,me ·during the year 1712 brought· 
. . .. number of immigrants, most of th'em With their .. 

•> . • • .  ong whom was his brother Jacob Kendig and probably several , s�ers. . Ms.rein Kendig became William Penn's Agent and for many yeara 'a.$. :r,e·sponsi�le more than any c>ther. one man for the introduction o t ";Gel:"man-speak:i:l'l�. imrrdgran:ts into .Pennsylvania.. ·. 

· 

, ..,, ,,,, ' 

.. 
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Wo mentioned before·that Jacob Boehm had been induc�d to come t6 

Ameri c a ' by Martin Kendir.;. He also wRs one of th is party. On his arrival 
in Philadelphia he first went to Germantown, now a fashionable suburb or 
Philadelphia, then to Lancaster and finally settled in·Peouea, Conestoga 
Township, six miles from the present city.of Lancaster. Soon afterward he 
married Barbara Kendig, probably one of the young ladies who had a.ccomr.>an­
ied him on the journey from Europe. 

To again quote the Rev. Henry Boehm, whose Reminiscences, written 
when he was ninety years of age (he died at the great age of one hundred 
years and six months and preached in New York City on hia Centennial), 
0My grandfather was a lay-elder in the Mennonite Society. ·Soon after his 
arrival from Europe he bought a farm and ruilt him a house; he also did 
blacksmith work, th.e first in all that re·;ion. His wife was yery 
indistrious and, when necessary, she would leave her work and b�ow and 
strike for him. He died in 17$0, aged eit;hty-seven." His Will is 
deposited in the Ctlurthouse. in the City' of Lancaster and. disposed of his 
considerable estate ari10ng his nurneroue family. of whom six daughters a_nd 
four sons were then livins. Following the German custom, his farm was . 
left to his youngest son, Martin. He was born Novemb8:r 30th, 1725, a nd i�. 
1753 married Eve �;teiner who was born on Christmas Day 1734.Her ancestors 
were from Switzerland and settled near his father's. He built himself a 
\arg e stone house in which his children were all born. "He was a short, 

! .:it.out mo.n, with a vigorous constitution, an intellectual countenance, and 
: . a fine flowing beard, which .gave him in his late\r years a patriachal . 

j.appearance, He had stronr;. commo. n �e.·nse and well\ und.erstood t.he s. cience of 
! family government. The order. and discipline of �he family attracted the 
'attention of Bishop ;,sbury and he r.iade mention oI: it in pr�aching Martin 
Boehm's funeral sermon. " · 1 

Martin Boehm was first a Mennonite ureacher for he embraced the 
r,eligian of his father,s. 

The following from the history of the Church of the United Brethren 
in Christ, of which denomination he and the Rev. William Otterbein were 1,i;>unders and the first BishopsJ. well de�cribes this devout rri. an and early 
missionary in the New En,�land 1..: olonies. "The. name of Martin Boehm must . 

ever occupy the honoured place in United Brethren History on account of 
his prominence in the �reat revival movemerit and in the subseauent brgan­
ization of the Church as well as from the fact that the people among whoqi 
h� was for many yea.rs a greatly este�med minister' contributed a. consider-
&p1e number to the early adherents of the Church". . 

· 

\ '  . . . ... . 

. We have already seen t h a� among the Protestant Ge:rmsns .and Swiss who, 
tqiward the close of the 17th Century forsook their homes in the Old Country 
tG escape persecution and enjoy the blessings· of religious.freed om, were 
lar5e numbers of Mennonites. By 1735, as many f.l.S five hundred families 

"·'9re found in Lancaster County alone, while many besides found homes in 
....... ,her counties in Pennsylvania and also in Maryland arid Virginia. It will 
be noted that in many things they bore a marked similarity to the Friends 
or Quakers with whom many of them by their residence i n William Penn's Co�on'y, were brout;ht into close relation, but .with the almost universal 
low conditi on of spirituality which prevailed among them, it became an 
occasion of surprise and sometimes of alarm, and even anger, when their 
rn.embers found their way to a better religic·�1s life and made declaration 
of the fact. It was amen�-:; these people that Martin Roehm was born. 

. . . The opportunities for education in ,\merica in the early part of the 
lSth Century were fe'.t1, and Martin Boehm's education was accordingly limited,· 

· beine; mostly received in the home, in the GermRn language. But he possewsed, 
:i.., �PJ?ily, a vigorous mental, as well- as physical c onsti tu ti on, a clear grasp 

· 

· ideas , and sound judgment; was gifted with a graceful and easy flow of 
speech a:ict had fl ple � sin1-� personal ?earing1 ".fhich would make him naturally 
a favourite. Later in life he acquired a rair knowledge of the En�lish 

•1 language, with ability to· converse with ease, and became possessor also 6'£ 
a number of ringlish books. His father, being a devout Mennonite, and as . 
we have seen, an officer in the Church, Martin Boehm was brought uo as a' 
true son of the Church. Possessing all these qualities, it is not 
surpri sing th<lt, when a vacancy occurred in t h e pulpit of the local Chu:rch, 
of which the Boehms were members, the thou-shts and hearts of the people · 

should have turned toward this gifted and pious voung man ini their midst. 
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The method of choosing a minister among the Mennonites was by lot. ' 
. . . Martin Boehm ' s .  conversi.o.n presented an 1

. 
nteres. }.ing illustration ot ·;�·.·.··.;······.'.·�.·.!·. 

the manner in whi.ch the Holy Sp:tri t moved upon the 1�earts of men irt ·. · . . .  "� d. i£fer
.
e.nt Churches and

. 
in different localities,. i?deperid.ent .of any .

. 
p. e

.
:r·· .a9n�;&. 

al contact of those who were thus af fee ted. Martin Boehm when ha· was · : >'' 
called to become. a minister, felt that he ha.d no message for his peopJ.e,., · 

Under these circumstances, he found himself presently under tho grea.teat 
embarrassment and mortification. !1.gain. and again, according t. o the 
custom o.f his Ch:urch, he arose to add an exhortation after an elder 
minister had preached and foun1 himself able only to stammer out a f'f!M 
incoherent � sencences. He read diligently the Scriptures that be. 

· .  might have somethi!16 to say, but when the trial came his memory would. not 
. call up a single passa;;e. and he was obliged to sit down in confusion •. , 

· .. Some months passed in this way �th only failure to reward his efforts 
he. began to be in despair. 

To be a preacher and have nothing to say he felt to be. a deen , , .. ,.·' ,. ·  

·· , reprotich. ·.Yet he did not doubt that he was genuinely called to the work· 
of the ministry, because the Church had laid its hand upon him after the 

., Divine Order as understood by his people. He believed also fully in the 
. efficacy of prayc:r and he availed himself earnestly of this refuge of ' . 
• oUbled souls. While he was thus engaged, h� tells us the thought · 

rEisented itself to him as though one had audibly spoken "You pray for 
grace to teach others the way of salvation, and you have not prayed for 
your ·own salvation". This thought clung to him day by day until he felt 
himself to be a poor lost sinner. His agony, he says, now became very . , . 
great. One day, ·he continues, when he was plowing in the field; he could 
go on no farther; he sank down by his plow and cried "Lord save, I am 
loat.'' Then came to him the answer "I am com8 to seek that which'is losttt. 

1 · His heart took hold of those nrecious words of the Mighty Saviour� and 
"in a moment" he says 11a stream of joy was poured over rne" • .  · Thus, as a . · ,  

result of proi onged strugp;le and in answGr tq unceasing pra,yer there. came 
into his heart the blessing of an unutterable peace� 

Martin Boehm at once left his plow in the field and proceeded tQ his' · 

house to tell his wife the joyful news, Now he found1 too, that his · .' · 

.tongue was loosened • .  ·with.the emancipation of.the heart came liberty ot 
utter.anc o.. The live coal from the Al tar which touched the· Prophet' a lips 
.inspired his lips also with a new found eloquence, and now, ·while he,, had , 

wished the Sabbath far away, ho wished it were already here. When the 
day came, a.nd. th� elder brother had preached, he arose and told his . .. 

experiE1nce. He .felt thn.t he now indeed had a message to deliver, To his 
· people 1t was 11$ novel as to him it. w11s joyful. Many, as they lietened. ' · 

1:t:(>. hi.11.4 story:. were deeply moved, and atteated th�ir feeling With weeping. 
fol.lowi. · · · ·  h as he. wa� sp��ki. . hi� .• �H�W. was .a!'l.am.e wi:th hte . .  ·· 

. ' •.'·· ' 

.·, . ' .. . , H'r$ WiiS S• O'.Qnsiderable· irrtmigratiori .from P�nnsyl vania. acroaf3 
t"yland irtto the inviting valloy of the Sh$nand.oah River. Among these 

people we:re �µmer6ua Mennonite.families and among them. some· of Martin 
·Boehm's relatiyes., Tho Mennonites in the valley were not yet organirz:ed 
. into congregatfo.ps and .were w:i thout preaching by ministers of their own . .  
Church. They res:olved to send to Pennsylvania fqr some·minister of thelr 
own people who shou;j.d give them the counsel they needed. Their reouest ·. · .  

� 
. 
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brought to Lancaster County and tq Martin Boehm's Church; On the 
advice. of his brethren, Martin Boehm responded to their call. He' found 
.himself impelled to extend his labours to other fields beyond. the limits· 
of. his OWn neighbourhood and congregation. He visited other Churches of 
his O}'ln people, preaching to them the same doctrine as h� preached to th.fl 
people of his own charge and as he had preached on his visit to Virginia,. 
and similar results everywhere followed. In the year 1768 Martin Boehm '··. 

fi.rst rnet the Rev. Philip William Otterbein, a minister of the Lutheran ' ' 

Ohµrch at York, Pennsylvania, and a man of similar power from the pulpit t�·�irnself. The meeting took place at Isaac Long's in Lancaster·county� 
in .a large barn capable of acconimodating a numerous congregation. T}'1e 
people �ssembled in great numbers from Lancaster, York and Lebanon · 

C.ourities, too many for all to find room in the barn, and an overflow s . 
·.meeting was held in the orchard. At this meeting Martin Bo�hm proceeded 

with his discourse, his heart glowed ·with spiritual fervour. Otterbein'�. 
soul kindled with responsive feeling. The great· lmrl:aug burning truths · :.;� 
whi,ch Martin Boehm proclaimed were the same which he himself had long beet). i 
a.ccu.st·omed to declare and he felt ·that there ihdeed stood before hi111 ' a. fellow-apostle of the same Gospel. When Martin Boehm ceased and before 
he .had time to sit down, Otterbein arose and With a heart filled to ov er• 
flowing, cast his· arms about Martin Boehm in warm embrace and e xclaimed.; .... 
"We .are brethren". The incident was a remarkable one, truly dramatic and 

/impressive. Much historical significance has been attached to this . · ·· 

•i).cident as it suggested the name of a Church when some years later was . · 

. ·· .. . rought about the actual organization of the Church of the United Brethren. 

The home \'/hich Martin Boehm built in 1750 must have been of consid e r­
able size as on frequent occasions, according to his son's statements in 
his t1Reminiscences11 he hGd entertained gatherings of more than one hundred 
at a time. When the writer of this sketch visited the old homestead in · 1917, he was told by the present owner of the fann that Martin Boehm' s 
house. had been demolished some forty years before and that .much of the 
stone is now in a wall which is built about the garden. All that remains 
of the old house is a peculiar large stone-arched chamber and the remains 
of the stone fireplace which are underneath the present large barn • .  The 
prospect from the house must have been a very beautiful one, look�ng, down .. · 

the. •;alley of the Pequea River. The farm is n.ow given up largely to .the 
cultivation of tobacco and fruit. 

On the writer's second visit to the old homestead in 1918, he d�scovered in a dense thicket of locust trees and brambles a half mile 
distant from the house the old. family burying ground and the graves of 
twenty-five of his 11ncestors. The graves were marked'With headstones �f 
field. slatG, 1>-:ith the names cut in with a cold chisel. It is of interest 

··to not� the various spellings of the name there, which includ.es ''B�am", 
"l)�hm" , "Bohm" and )1Boe:hm". The e.arliest stone bore the datCSI. 1725. 

the .. writ.er ac¢ept:ed anj.n.yit;at.l�n to: 1.\nV;$i.;l. 

.. .· . .·. . . . .. . . ; e:tn, o,e. mt Prophtitt 
pioria:ers in American Christianity, lived and wrought in the 

··l' .• t.e fellowship. . The inscription on the monument reads as . 
ows: ir§�cred to the memory of Rev. Martin Boehm, born November 30�. 

; . di.�d Ma"�h 23, 1812, and to his wife Eve Boehm, born December 25, 
;4; died Novelili!bcr 26, 1822. For 55 years Martin Boehm laboured in the,., 

fne.yard of the 10.r-d Jesus Christ and preached the Gospel to thousands in 
1Pennsyl vania, Ma�'fl.1nd, and Virginia among many denominations, p�rticular­

among Mennonites�,��ethodists and United Brethren. Martin B oehm wa s for 
' 
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s ome t i me a memb e r o f  t he Me t h od i s t  E p i s c opal C h ur c h . H e  wa s e l ec t ed a 
Bi sh op in t he C hu rc h  o f  tbe Uni t e d  Bret hr� n i n  C h ri st whe n tha t 
de nomina t i on wa s f ound ed i n  t he y e a r  1 800 . Th e Unit ed . Bre thre n C hur c h  
honoured h i m  w i t h  t he offi c e  of Bi shop unt i l  hi s d eath . Thi s 3 8.i nt o f  
God gave hims e lf a nd hi s s e rvic e s  un s e l fi shly t o  t h e  C hu rc h .  H i s  e nd 
wa s P e ac e . " 

The Wi l l  of Mart i n  Boehm i s  d e pos i te d  i n  t h e  R e g i s t ry  Offi c e  in th e 
c i t y  o f  Lan c a s t e r .  I n  o ne c lause he b e queath s s uc h  o f  h i s  books a s  she 
may ch o o s e  t o  ta ke t o  h i s  wi fe Eve a nd al l t h e  r emai nd e r  o f  hi s books t o  
be equally divided betwe e n  h i s  four ch i l d re n ,  John Beam ( my g reat gra nd �  
father ) ,  Jac ob Beam , H e n ry B e am , an d B a rbara , th e w i f e  of Abraham Keagy , 
We d o  n ot know what eve ntua l ly b e c am� o f  Ma rt i n  Boehm ' s  bo oks , but I h ave 
a l ett er writ t en o n  t h e  1 s t  o f  May , 1 82 6 , b y  ,the daugh t e r  o f  Ma rt i n  
Boehm t s  s o n  J ohn t o  he r b ro t he r  J\dam B e am . ( my grandfathe r }  in C anada , 
sugge s t ing th at t he bo oks le ft by Mart i n  B oe hm  " ought n ow t o  be divid ed 
and ,  a s . y ou are 'th e old e st s on of J ohn Behm ; y ou o ugh t t o  writ e or l e t  me 
know h ow the  d i  vis i on sh ould b e  mad e . "  · 

Ma rt i n  B oe hm had · ei ght c h i l d re n ,  o f  wh om t h e  y· ounge s t , Henry , was 
born i n  t he y e a r  1 77 5 . I n  1 800 whe n  he wa s twe nty- fi ve y e a. rs o f  ag e , 
he b e c ame a mini s t e r o f  t h e  Meth odi st C hurch . E i ght y e a r s  later h e  wa e  
�-nvi ted by t h e  R e v .  Fra nc i s ,\ s bu ry , the fi r s t  Bi s h op o f  t he  Me th od i s t 

hurch in fune ri c a  t o  a c c ompa ny h i m  a s  h i s  c ornpa n i o n  on hi s c on s t ant rounds 
of t h e  e n o rm o u s  d i oc e s e  und e r  hi s ch a rg e .  Thi s  i nc lud e d  t h e  wh ole o f  t he 
Uni ted State s an d  C a nada a nd e xt e nd ed from C anada t o  G e org i a  a nd f rom th e 
At lant i c  Oc ean t o  t he Hi s s i s si ppi R iv e r .  Duri ng th e f1 ve year� he  wa s 
wi th t he B i s h op , . t h e y  r od e  on h ors e bac k f o rty t housand mil e s  and H e n ry  
Boehm in hi s " Remini s c e ns e s " , stat e s  tha t he  hims e l f  dur i ng hi s mi ni s try 
rod e one h undre d  th ousand m i l e s .  H i s  book , from whi c h  w e  have freq ue ntly 
quoted i s  a v o lumn o f  fi ve h undred page s . o f  r emi ni s c e nc e s a nd i s  a n  
i nt e ns e ly i n t ere s t i ng a c c ount c o v e ri ng a pe ri od o f  ne a rly one h undre d 
yea rs o f  th e e a rly his t o ry  of  N e w  Eng l a nd a rrl  Upo e r  C anad a : i t  i s  a 
fas c i nati ng na rrati ve  of t h e  trava i l s  a nd hard s hi p s  o f  a pi one e r  
mi s s i ona ry . t, ' '  

Abraham . t he t hi rd  s on of J a c ob o f  P e quea , ( the  F i rs t  A m e ri c an Boehm ). a nd ei der  broth e r  o f  Ma rt i n , marri ed  previ ous t o  1 7 5 0  b ut d oe s  not 
s e.em t o  h av e  owne d a ny l a nd unt i l  1768 , whe n h e  b ought 2 2 1  a c re s  a nd a ·  

. g ri s t  mi ll i n · Ba rt Town sh i p , a few m i l e s  s out h o f  the old h ome s t ead in 
Wi l l ow Stre et . Abraham , l i ke hi s fa t h e r , wa s a Mennoni t e , a nd i n  co mm,on 
Wi th many othe r members of tha t  pe a c e - l ovi ng s e c t  b e c ame involv ed wi th 
the r e b e l s du ri ng t he war o f  t h e  Rebelli on . The r e b e l s  l ooked up on the s e 
p e ople , wh o wo uld not b ea r  a rm s  a t,  "'. i n st t h e f l a g  that h a d  � i  v e n th em · 

t o l e ra nc e  a nd f re ed om o f  be li e f ,  a s  e nemi e s  a nd t re a t e d  t hem a c c ord i ng ly . 
By me a n s  o f  fine s , requi s i t i o n s , ·  and g ene ral pers e c ut i on , ·  they mad e li fe 
m i s e rabl e f or thi s simpl e  m i l l er . \ la st f i n e  o f  SOO l bs . i n  Penn syl­
var,i i a  c u rrency l e ft him in a d e s pe "" t e  posit i on �  Th e s um  w a s  b orrowed f rom 

· ,, ,,......., , rie nd , a · we a v e r  by name o f  Ja c ob Morg a n s turn . The s i t ua ti on wa s 
., �,,.,.,""ol e ra b l e . :.. mome nt o u s  d e c i s i on wa s m a d e  an d aga i n_ t h e  B o e hms .  we re 
on t h e t re k  i n  q u e s t  o f  f r e e d om .  · One ge n e rati on of th i s  b ranc h o f  the 
family h ad f ound sanc tua ry i n  t he i r  new Ame �i c a n  h ome , bu t th e y  had l t'! a rned th;it fre e d om wa s t o  b e  .,fo und und e r  t h e  B ri t is h fl ag : s o  on t o  Canada . 

· �'n · 1 7 87 Ab raham s old or1 1 t ur n e d  o ve r hi s f a rm t o  a J ohn B o e hm ,  wh o may h ave 
be.en hi s e l d e r  b r oth e r  but m or e  p robably wa s a m a rri ed s o n ,, I t  i s  k n own 
that h e .  l c f't a marri ed d a ught er i n  Penr1 syl van:i. a and i t1 i s  li kely t h e re­
we re other g rown- up c hi ld re n .  W i t h  h i s  Wi fe Barbara a nd his young e s t  s on 

. rt i n ,  h e  l oad e d  what h e  c ou l d  o n  a C one s t oga wag on , ti E: d  a c ow or two 
�hi nd , hit c hed up hi s h or s e s , an d b egan t h e l o ng  t r e k  t o  a n e w  h ome i n  

th � p r omi s e d l a nd .  Abrah am w a s  o v e r  sixty y e a r s  o f  age , a ripe a g e  t o  
begi n pione eri ng in a new c ountry . !\ t t h e  t i m e  of h i s  a rrival at Ni a g a ra , 
the o nly s e t t l e rs on the uppe r pa rt o f  th e  ri ve r  we r e  the rec e nt l y  · 

;di sba nd ed s old i e rs wh o w e r e  mak i ng impro v em e nt s  on c e rt a i n  s e c t i o ns of 
l and front i ng  on th e ri ve r . ;' , b ra h am ch os e a s i t e  wh i ch i s  s ti l l  a b eauty 
,spot on t h e · c ompa rat i v e ly f l at , l ow- ly i ng l and , . at t h e  m outh · o f  Bla c k  
C re e k , _  app roxi mat e ly hal f wa y b e twe e n  C h i ppawa a nd F or t  E ri e .  H e  built  
hi s h o u s e just �qorth o f  th e m outh of the c reek a nd ob tai ned a right t o  · 

'2 50 a c re s  o f  l and b o rd e r i ng o n  t h e ri ve r a nd o n  bo t h  s i d e s  o f  th e  c r eek . 
ix years lat er he pet i t i oned th e G ov e rnm ent for a furthe r l o c ati o n o f  
and f or himse l f  a nd family and wa s g ra nt ed th e 400 a c re s  adj oining th e 

. ·  � 
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r e a r  of hi s fi rs t p rope rty , a n d a furth e r  200 a c re s  d own t h e  ri ver , one 
parc el  o p p o s i t e  th e foot o f  Navy I sl a nd n e a r Chippawa a nd a n o th e r  parc el 
on the C h i ppawa C reek . 

Th e fo ll owing i s  Abraham Beam t s  pe ti t i on t o  the Government for t hi s. 
additi ona l land : · 

. " T o  Hi s Exc el lenc � J ohn Grave s S i mc oe ,  E s qu . Gove rnor a nd C ommand e r  9t 
Uppe r C anada , e t c . I n  C ounc i l , · 

. 

Th e pe t i t i on o f  A b ra h am B e am h umb l y  s h ows th a t  y our peti t i one r  wa s an 
inhabi tan t of Pe nnsyl va niA  h e f ore the lat e r e b el li on i n  the C o loni es .  
That du ri ng th at per i od h A  ·� xp e ri en c e d al l th e  su ffe ri ng s  gen e ra l l y  
. i nurne rat ed in t he c at a l og · ,  cif Loyal i st s  a nd a t  o n e  ti me wa s f i ned 800 lb s .  
Penn syl vania c urre nc y . I r1 � w o rd e v e ryt h i n g  he pos s es s e d wa s sac ri fi qed · 

· · t o  th e fury o f  a n  unna t u ra l r eb e l li on , e xc e pt h i s  l i fe a nd h i s  i nt egrity .• 

Six years s i n c e  h e  rem ove d  wi t h  h i s  fam i ly i nt o  th i s  Pro v i nc e' and now e njoys th e happine s s  o f  th at G o ve rnm e n t  wh ic h w a s always d ear to h im a nd 
for  wh i c h  h e  ha s s ev e r e l y  s uf fered . · 

Your mem o ri a l i s t  b eg s  l eave t o  i nf orm y our hon ou rs th a t  s i nc e  hi s removal 
h e  ha s purpo s ed a n  i mp rovement o n  2 5 0 a c re s  o f  l a nd a n d  ob ta i n ed a 
ri ght to th e s oi l  wh i c h  i s  al l th e e n c our a g em ent h e  ha s re c ei ved from 
G o ve rnme nt s i nc e h e  h a s  b e e n i n  t h e  Pro vi nc e .  
Your p e t i t i one r ag re e a b ly t o  t h e  exampl e of oth e rs in s imilar c i rc um­
s ta nc e s  b eg s  l e ave  t o  a pproa c h  Y o ur H o n our s o n  th e pre s ent oc c a si on and 
m o s t  humbly r e q u e s t s  th a t  Y our H o n ours wo u l d  g ra nt h im a fur ther l oc ati on 
of l and fo r hi ms e l f  and fam i ly a s  mu c h  a s  Your H o n ours i n  your w i s d om 
shall s e e  fi t and a s  in  du ty b ound h e  wi l l  e ver . pray . 

Ab raham Beam . 

Newark June 4th 1 794 
( The e nt i re p e t i ti on i s  i n  th e  handwrit i ng  of t h e  pe t i t i one r )  
Endors e d ; .. Gra nted 400 ac re s an d  r e ferred to Survey.or G e n era l  t o  l ocate  
t he . s ame . 
Read i n  C ounc i l  July 8th 1 7 94 . 
Ext ra c t · - Ont a ri o  Hi s t ori cal S oc i e ty pa pe r s  an d r e c ord s Volume 24 , 
Page 24 . "  · 

Oth er Pe nn sylvani ans f r om La nc a s t  
among wh om wa s Abraham ' s  f ri e nd , J a c ot 
we a v e r  wh o a l s o  had b e e n  in di f f i c u l t y  
h i s ma c h i ne ry i nt o  t h e ri ve r ,  h e  g � t h e  
0 '1d fo ll owed hi s fri e nd t o  Nia ga ra . O .  

1 me  2 00 a c re s · on t h �  s o uth si d e  o f  B l �  
'"o n  th e $00 l b s .  d e bt . A ft e r  s e t t l i n g  l 
start e d  b a c k  t o P e n n s y l van i a  wi t h  o n e 1 

hi s we avi ng ma c h i n e ry , s o re l y  n e e d e d i 
t o Ni a g a ra hi s h or s � d e pa rt e d f or t h e 
l e ft axl e d e e p i n  mud w i t h  n o  m o ney a ni.. 
wa s h i s f o rtune an d a ki nd Qua k e r  l e nt journey a nd t hus b ri ng i n  th e fi r s t  c a  
d i s t ri ct . 

an d B e rk s  C ount i e s  fo l l owed , ;rgan s t u rn ( now Morni ngsta � ) the 
t h  t h e  reb e l s . A ft e r  s i nki ng 

i hi s nume r ou s prog e ny tog e t h e r  
d s  a rr i val , ,\ b raham t urned ove r 
{ C re e k  t o  him a s  pa rt nayme nt 
i fam i l y  i n  th e i r n ew h omo he 
' s e a n d a li �h t · wagon to re t ri eve 
h e  n f.'W c o unt ry . On t h e  way b a ck 
. d  of  l ight e r  l oa d s  a nd J a c ob wa s 

1 0  b e a s t o f  b u rd e n , but h i s  fa c e  
i m  a y ok� o f  oxe n t o  c c!!!O l e t e  h i e  

nf?; an d weaving mach i n ery i n  the  

Ab r<lham 1 s y o ung s o n , Mart i n , wh o i. .J o n l y  fi f t e en wh e n  h e  c ame to 
C anµda , m a r r i e d Reb e c c a. , o n e  of th e daut.:£ ht e r s  o f  J a c ob Mo rni ng s t a r , whe n 
h e  wa s s e ve nt e e n  y e a rs o ld .  They was t e d n o  ti me h e l pi ng th e  y o ung · 

. c ount ry t o  a c qui re the muc h n e ed e d  i nc r' ' s e i n  popul a t i on .  N o  d oubt 
having t..h e pr obabl e s i z e  o f  hi s fu ture .ni l y  i n  vi ew ,  Ma rti n a p pl i ed f or 
ano t h e r  s ix h und red a c r e s  o f  l a nd in h i . o wn  nam e a nd r e c ei ve d  th e  s ame  
f't'oln a bene;fi cie  nt G ov e rnme nt . 

Abraham l i v e d  a n d  wor k ed a s  f ew of u s  kn ow how t o  th e s e  d a ys ? o n  
h i s fa nn unt i l  h i s d e n.th i n  1 79� , ele ve n  y ea r s  a ft e r  hi s arri va l  i n  
C anada . Duri ng  th i s time h e  a n c  hi s s o n , s ta rt ing wi t h noth i ng but a 
wag on l oad o f  ch atte l s , a f ew h.e a d  o f  l iv e s t oc k ,  th e s tre ngth o f  'th e i r  

' . 



- 9 -
JW:� �1 r:".1 s , fi nd th .:; c ourn 1:i: e  0 !:  th e i r  h e a rt 2 , 'tn.:.i l t  t h em s e l v e s  a h eme t h,:1. t  
s t i l l  s t a nd s , n. b :"i r n a J?d vnr� o'J. s s'.i � l -c, e rs , a c q u i re d  t�8  rig!1ts t o  1Lr 5 0  
::::, c r e s  o f  i �:u1d b y  c l e a ri ng a na b r e a K i. ;i.g s e v r-: r,� l  a c re s  i :-1  e a c n  pa rc e l , 
i n c r e a s ed hi s ::; t o c k  o f  s a t t l o , p i g s , J..r, cl  s t e e p ,  r a i s 8 d wh::.1t , b udn'l'h eat , 
ry e , c o r n � f l 'lx ,  p o t a t o e s , a nd t h e  v ::::. ri o u s  v e g e t a b l e s  co mm o n  t o  th e 

r-d e r1 :::. o t th e t:..i m e . I n  b e two e ;i  t i r;1 e 5> t h e: y  h e  1 pe d bui 1 d h ou :o; e s  and b a r n s  
:i r  t h e i r  f i.� i t.:: nd s upon Ci r r i  v ;. l  �� r om ;' A n:-i sy l  v a n  i r-1  > a nd 1-\ b ra h a m , o n  

· 

o c e ;1 ;:; i on ,  ::i c t e d a s  to wn w a rd e n  f o r th e n e i g h b our i ng vi l l a g e  o f  C h i p pawa . 
I n  h i s  wi l l  h e  l e ft hi s p r o �)e rt y  i n  tru s t  wi t h  h i s s o n  f o r  t h e  th ree 
g r -1 n d c h i ld ren wh o h 2 d b e e n b o rn a t  th a t  t i 111e .  Hi s wi f e w a s a mpl y 
p rovi d ed  fo r bu t s h e  w� s a nxi ous , a f t e r  e l e v e n  y e a rs a b s en c e , t o  s e e  the 
re s t  o f  th e f!3.m i l y  b ack i n  P e nn s y l van i a , s o  s he re tu rned to vi s i t  her  
r;;,:-,. rr i e d  daup;h t e r and o t h e rs a t  St ra s burg i n  Lan ca s t e r  C ounty . She  ne ver 
r e t urri e d . 

M::i, r t i n  B ear1 c r.i. rrie d o n ;  h e  l i v e d  i n  th e o l.d h ome s t ead a nd mo s t  o f  
h i s  te n ch i ld ren we r e  b or n  th e r 0 . When th e W3. r o f  1 Rl 2  b roke o ut , th e 
riv e r  front  wa s a n  unc omf o rt a b le s p o t  a nd h e  bui l t  h i m s el f a l a rg e  l og 
h ou s C;:  on h i s t r :t c t  o f  l a nd  ab out fi v e  m i 1. e s  we s t  on th e B e rt i e -Wi l l oughby 
T own s h i p  l i ne .  : , typi c a l  pi one e r  h om e  o f  t. h e  b e t t e r  c l  a s s ,  th i s  h o us e 
W'i S b ui i t  o f  la rge l og s  a n d  h a d  th ri:; F: ro oms d ow n s t a i rs , tw o b e d r o oms a. rd  
a h ug e  r o o m ne a r l y  3 0 ' x 40 1 u s e d  a s  8. k i t c h e n , d i n i ng and l iv i ng ro om , 

.:rn ;1. nn o x  3 h e d  f or w ood and s up p l i e s ,  Th e up s ta i rs s pac e was o ne 
_ _  :>. r,t: e  a t t i c  ro om , u s e d  b "  th e b oy s  o f  t h e  f am i l y . T h e  1 og s fo r th e 
s e c ond fl :'.) o r  pro j e c t e d  B '  to 10 7 b ey o r"d th e wal l of t h e  h ou s e  a nd  wet'e 
!' Y> fed o v e r t o  f o rm a v e ra ndr;.h , ru nni ng th e fu l l  l e ngth o f  th e h ou s e . 
'rfi c ra f t e r s  and f l o o r  j oi s t s  w e  r e  s rrk:i. l l e r  l og s , h ewn o n e  s id e t o  t ak e  
t h e  s awn f l oo r  lumb e r .  

r-:a rt i n  Be arrl , b c-� i ng Fl M8n n o n i  t e , w::l S exemp t e d  b y  th e G o v e rnm e nt from 
n .:� arm s ,  bu t n e v e rt h ri l e s s  W·1. S d re. f t e d  i n t o  a t r.::l n s D o rt s e rv i c e ,  

t e n r.J i ng s 1.1 p p l i c s  d nd c q ui. pme :nt f or th e v a r:i. ou s mil i tary m a n oe uvrEl S a l ong 
the b o rd e r , J. s w e r e  o t he r n o n- c omb a t a n t s i n  th e d i s t ri c t . Duri ng th Ht 
t r o ub l ed pe ri od t h ey l iv e d  a l t e r na t e l y  i n  th e n ew and old h ome s , u s ual ly 
spe ndi ng th e .'3 u �1mc r o :'"l  th e  ri v e r a nd the w i nt e r  i n  th e  wa rm e r  and m o re 
c omfort -J b le h omf� ba c k  i n  th e bu s h .  E v(;) n t ua l ly t h e thr e e  o ld e s t  c h i l d re.n ;:i ,'=tr':ricd , jus t h e  f o r e  th e twe n t i e s , :::.n d  s e t t l e d o n  th o l and t he y  
i nh e r i t e d f r om th e i r  r, r ::i. n d f G t h c r , and Ma r t i n  s e t t l e d pe rm8. n e nt l y  o n  th e  
r:: r:.: w  h ome w i th th e r c �:; t  o f  th e f �m1 i l y . s :; o r t l y  a f t e :c  th e w:.i r ,  Mar t i n.  and 

i ::;  wi fe: H e b 0 c c :i.  w�.: nt b ei. c k  to f' t':: n n s y l  va n i a  to vi s it the i r  r e l at i ve s . 
G y  m .::1 d e  th e j ourn F:: y o n  h o rs e b FJ. c  k: , n b rR ve u nd e rt a k i ng for th e m ot l'le r of 

n i ne ch i l a r en , tu t on th e i r r 0 turn th e y  rod e i n  a b e aut i ful Ph ae t on ,  t h e  
r s t i n  1 th ci t  rii s t r i c t  a n d  Fl. wo nd e rftl l th i ng i t  wa s i n  th o s e d ays • 

• i l €  th e r e  th ey �l s o  b ough t  f ou r  s h i ny new s i d e  s add l e s a t  a c o s t of 
,<;; 2 5  e ;; c h , o n c.1 f o r e n  c h  o f  th e i r  d a u gh t e r s - lucky g i rl s  t o  h a v e  s u c h 

e r o11s p a rEm t :J , 

h s  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s t en c h i ld r e n  g r ew up a nd we r e  m a rri e d  Mart i n  mad e 
.': c• f  tlv�m ; g i f t o f  20 0 !J. c r e s  o f  l ri nd , t wo c ows , ri y o k e  o f  oxe n , s i x 

�;; h E; (: p i ·1 'l"l c1 g on , "'' pl ow ,  a h a T r ow , an d o t h e r l e s s e r  i n c i d e nt a l s .  Th e s e  
c 1 d re n w e r e  s ti 1 1  · pi on 0 e r s f or m o:'.l t o f  t h em ha d t o  h ew t h e i r f a rm s  f r om 

r, f o r e s t  l a nd s .  

M't r i:,  ' s  l 1 c r o n  fo l l owe d t h s i r  r e nt s ' on - Be n j  n ,  t h e 
. c :> O n , c\ on (l t \.;; d ·t,h f: l_ ;; nd m-: v/n j r: h_ ' '°'' f :l_. 1 • s t  e 1-:' 'h. :;.Y" 6 :�  ':.'L� ;3 · i J.. t 

R .• j u: s c, we s t  o f  �3 t E w c ns v :i. l. 1 o e n  e b s o f  Bla c k  C re e k .  Th e 
, f r:. L  S '. , ;1 , il r.': n r y , wn s :i. m i n is t e :c  i n  th i s ,.. ur ch . ,\ J l c x c e  o ne o f  

· i n ''  :HH 1 ;3  ' m (i d (:l  h t o r :::; ma rr cm d r::i i s e d  l Ft l"f� c f l e s . Jl.';;:;. rt i n  
< , ..,  ·• " , �· I ,. � ' •  d 1 � , '> ' � • 'J " •.: :..: , � ki C  s c v r� n l; v - 1 l VG g r:J.n c n :.i. l ci r rn1 .  C i  · ur n  gen e r::i. t 1 on tn a t  h a s  J U S t:.  

s :. b c y ''l i t i i f� r c: ,::; r e  o n l y  G h a l f d o z e n  l o f t . One o f  t.h e s e 1 B e n j an n n  
"l n , .J r , , h t :::; l o ft a d e t a i l ed G c coun t o f  t he p i o n e e r  l i f e o f  h i s  m oth e r  

f ; t; ): r ' r ,  Her: J'lr:: i n  1. nd Ma ry S t o m:: r B e "lm 1 i n  t h e  fo rm o f  l o ng l e t t t:: r s t o  
- , :: :� ;� c :::� n c ph c":i D o na ld C .  B e am , bu t tll a t  i s .:� l o ng s t ory . i n i t s e l f . 

. . Y 1 1 1  n f  t h n s e  g r a �d c h i l d re n  l i v e d  i n  o r  i n  t h e  vi c i n i t y o f  the 
· l' ;. , ;  n :1 }  1� r0 n t '. ·, ) f  1r.i nd . o f  t he m  we nt t o  th e C !-rur c h  o f  t h ·c: i r 

., t' ' \.. . . • "" f'r.· J.. · , :::. r � c r:J 1 L'J t o t h e rs b r o k e  aw;,y t o  o t h e r  d o :i om i n a t i o n 3 . ,\ V8 ry f ew · 
· l r  \:h :i. ld : ·c n ;u '1 z.: r:t'l d ch i l d r e n  g ::t th 1:.1 r t o [" r-! tr. e r  ,:i n t h r�  c s c A. �:; i u nAl 

,- - I· '  ... , � t )• f 1 �1 ' ,... \- ' '  £' t h  • . 

t \.  · :  • · .. _ , 1  • .  i �  Ch u r : u, c .i . , •,;,n y O .i.  • e pi s e ;,t� y ) ll rli': '? r  ; r 0r;r� r;i. t1 c · n s 1 n c  
1 r : c:  r:· i . .- h t h .; n . d1e r i c · 1 k r, cw r1 0 t h i ru� ,· . f  t h e  h (1 .. rd s h i p :1 t iH� ). r  

- , r , r• . 
L .  i ' (; �l th e •3 r• r1 rn i n ·" -1 " • 1 Y) o ·� ; ·i b 1 e  t+ 1· r 1 � ::: ·- ·�·1 0 v  :1 t� C CJ fnY' l 1' s l-; c• rJ  ,,. ..._ ..., _,. , . �,::;, � )  •. L i l J, j • .� ... � �!.. i . .,.. \,A J . 1. . :, ...,, .,i ,  • ,  .., 

i �, � •  .c " 

w i. ::; h o d  �. ) l 8 1 :1  s � !-:1 r· � 1. :  · · c ::;, d  : 1  r , 0 ;1c � t  J i v e s  1 c c nrd i t c,  



• 

.. 

- 1 0  -
thei r c onc epti on of wh a t  wa s  C h ris t- l i ke . 

· We will r e t urn now to th e family o f  Bi shop Ma rtin Boeh.Ill .of his eld e s t  s o n ,  John , i n fl ue nc e d  probably b y  report s s e nt back t Niaga ra by h i s  Unc l e  A b raham a n d  d i s s at i s fi e d  wi th c o nd it i ons i n  re
· 

.
. 
pub1

.
i c  a nd d e t.e rmi r.ed . .  to l i ve u nd e r  th e F. l ag· . wh i. ch. ·  had g ... i. v

. 
en . .•.. p. ·. r to his g ra nd father  nl3a rly o :-i e  h und .ted y e a rs before , set .  forth Wit fami.ly f o r  th e n e w  .!. a nd o f  fre e d om .  H e  l oc at e d  at th e F �rks ot i C reek an d  imme d i '4 t e ly nd j oined t h e  r e a r  o f  hi s Urie l a Abraham ' s  l•�'.: . 

· �  . John Beam wa s bo n1 i n  17 5 5  a nd  marri e d  Barba ra Wal t er who bo?"I &i gh t  c:ii;dren , a:;_ � of wh <?ni c ame t o  C anad a  w i t h  t h e i r par l!itnt s , cxo t · ·  the two e ld e s t · c a ught e rs wh o w e ro ruarri e d .  Adam Beam {my g rand.fat wa s th e e l d e s t . Among h i s  pap e rs , �hic h I now h a ve , · i s . a not e in . ·  wl.'41 ting of hi s (; ra rrl mot�e r , th e. wii d of Ma rt i n  Boehm , readi tig a. s  t "Adam B eam wa s b ox::1 i n · th e  y ear of 'J U r  L o rd 1 793 , i n  th e m onth of  .
. 

· · · 
·· the 29th d ay ( s ign�·d ) E .  · B e am , June 4 th , i 7 g3 n .  The b a by was the tt�#if.  grand ch! ld i n  t h e .fam .i ly . A not h er " h i s  chi ld ren , Juli a nna , married . Phillip Bu : k ;  th e . s o!1 o f  o ne o f  th e  · e ry fi r s t  s e tt l e rs o n  the Niag��·( Fronti e l" ,  wh o late:- to ok u p  l a nd atY s e t t l ed. on th e  Dundas Road neart!'> · . .  n " "  "' - o ., One of h er g ra nddaught e rs . s Mrs . C olin H .  C ampbel l ,  O . B . E .>.1:: .::;�1;· 

· .\is �!:if hf ii p S ��c�a;a :a�'};� /n �I� ; 0 b�! n hJ��f :a�e��f l�;:,,��e • He� . .  :• i!;c; 
J ohn B e am  di e d int e s tate  in  1 $1 2 · and Adam , h;t s e ld e s t  s on ,  wa s app oint e d  adm ini s t ra t o r  o.f.' t he e s t at e .  Tho co nst$. nt s t ruggle t o  new a ·  home o ut o f  th e buc k , t he lc:. � k  o f  th o smal le s t  l 'lXU"t"Y , t h e  never e nd i ng t oi l  i s  on l y  t o o  � P:>n rcnt j n th e wri t t en re c ord s 'f{h i ch ha ve c o me do wn  t o  th i s  gen e rat i on .  Th u i nv en t o ry o f  th e gr, od s a zjd cha. t t el s  of John ih�am :i. s el oquent o f  th e  l a c k  of l uxurj e $ ,  th ough qe had e vi � <:o ntly .a Eiij:. wel l s t o c k t; d farm . On N.:.:>vem b e r  1 7th , 1 81 1 ,  whe n th irty- fi ve ye f!l. rs of . ag e ,  Adam Beam wa s ma rrie d by a J u st i c e of · the Pea c e t o  C atha rine Gond e r  �nu a g i rl o f  fi ft ee n ,  bo rn i rj l SOJ . S h e wa s  a d aug ht e r  of Captai n Ja � ob G on d er wh o s e rved i:J. th 1 .  Li nc oln Mi +itia  in  th e wa r of · 1 812  and wh o s e  fa t r. e r  Mic ha el G ond e r wa s one o f · tl') e e a rl i e st s ettl e r• the banks o f  th e �ine� ra P .!. v e r .  H e  c am e a s  a U . E �· Loyali st i n  1 789 . · Fi r s t  s e tt l i ng at Ni agri :i:·n � lat e r'  h e  bui l t  h ims e l f  a comfot'table l og h ous e  on t.h e rl v e r  ban k  a b o u t · a m i l e nor th of B la c k  C re e k ;  Whe n  the N i agara Boul enru!'d \.'.'& s "!J ui l �  a n ew y ears a g o · th e o ld h ou s e , wh i c h  had n � v e r  g o n e o u t  c f  the· ::'� i l ?  wa s demolis he d .  D uri n �  th e  wa r of 1 ?{12 1. i t  w ::ts f or a time th e :i ec:d qua rt e rs o f  G eneral Sir G e o rge Drumm6nd • .  

Mi i:; !i a.�J . G o h:i e r· r. 9111 � fro� S t ra s burg a f ew mi l e s  from Lane as t e r .  His house . h ;id b e e n  burut by th e rebel s b e c a us e he wa s · a Loyali st and had . .fre quently sht:'.1.. t � red Briti sh offi c ers in h is h ome . H e  ca.ni� \>{1th two ot .��s ch ild :-&� · to  C anad.a. . H i s  Wife and th e remai.ning ch ild��tl stay(Jd �n :f!:ennisylvanif� ., H� n" ver returned and neve r . aaw tb em. ag-.;1;.n,,;;c':; ;  · · · ·· · 
,1.. ..... . . . . . . 

. • . .· . • . .  ·•<; · · . • . • . . . .  " 

. ·· · . · · .. .  .. . .. . . . . . · ·  . . .
.

. '.Che, fi r!t' set ttti's� :� • .  < . · · • · ·  . . .. s1 2-14 ' defend ed h i s  h ome llgaip s t  the ' � ;,." " . ��· the . MacKei:�1 e Re belli on of 1 837 , he  s e rved Sfl' a .. . • , . . . J�1,i.l .. t � a  • .  Hi s s �:m , Jos e ph , ( my fath e r )  h eld the King t:.s; .1.ss1 on {!UlL� �.In; Fenian R aid , an.ct of th e pre s ent g ene rat i on , . a 
·
· 

., . .  e r  of h�s g .rri{lc:. sons had the h onour and privi l ege o f s ervi ng t he i r· ·  ng and 9otontry auring t he 0 :-ee. t  Wa r .  . · .· 

M ,  $ t a.nley B oehm a nd D onald C , Beam 
• A uth ors 


