. wrmmﬁﬁn alqo Boehm ot ﬁaﬁhm@, T%@ form wi%h tna @nding "@W a%@Y
“ﬂ%ﬁ bean used 1nterch&mwaﬁ%¢y with the shorter form, which was the
urvived in thig country,  Both forma of the name &re not unc ormo
&@rm&wy and German-Switzerland today, As far as we have bern able G
over, these were the only forms of the name; when'the *mmiwr@nﬁ
rived iﬁ America, of thoge families now called Beam, '
It is very difficult for an Engl&sn speaking person to Pronouncs
s or Boehtia correctly. t is this difficulty which led the family's
i speaking ne;ghbours and the officers of the Courts to zind “m &
stitute the name sounding nearest like the German name as they hoag
it  After the accepted pronunciation had become &4 settled thing, @h%
sarors of the name changed the spelling to agree, Very few branches
£ the family have kept the original name unchanged though soms members
Vo r@%uﬁme& to it after ‘their immediate forbears had used other forus
oral gensrations, Lancaster and Berks Counties were early =~
cad mnﬁ controlled by English agents of the Penns, Th@r@far@,'
ah mpelling of the name in the very earliest entries in the Court
records 1s Beam or Behm. The name Boehm or Boshme is the German fer
(‘whamxan or the themiaw” that is, a natlve of Bon@mia which was

®, & part of the newly constructed state of Czechosianki&, Th@ @@
for Bohemia 1s Boehmen. When the German name began to be applied €0
poéople of the country they were, as they still are, Czechs. The very
 hame, %h%rm;ora? shows racial ori gin. The Beams are Slavic Czechs by
Taca, but vowg residence in Germany or German-Switzerland has given :
3 the belief that the family is German. Of course it must be admi

- bnee that *nﬁwf“m@??iag@ with Germans has acﬁu&lly brmught German b
‘ £ﬂ@Q pwadamimancaa )

The name begam to be used as-a iamily name in Switxerland in @Q%'s
uﬁ?‘%@y as this: A wanderer from Bohemia, in search of better fortund
- Pugitive from religious p@fQ@CULLQﬂg with an unpronouncable C
nG, camo’ across the Borde¢ and settled among his new German-spealki
xhhmuW&é Th@y commonly and most conveniently called him Wein Boe
f'uw Wg@w‘ﬁ@uﬁm( e)", Thé real. name, if ever known, was forgotton and soon

anation or confusion, Evén now we call this or that verson
hman™ or "the Russian", etc. Only in these days the unconscious
?;&%&ﬁ does not go so far, Nat uralized forelgners with unp?cnou&c&bi@
nes ah&n@e them by legal process to a ﬁimpler fcrm@ '

£

me of Boe(h)mus is very old in the Camtmﬁ of St. Qallo An
',fthe ﬁ*atamic 8*0”5&@@i6a1 Lexicon of Switzerland i :

e

'ﬁ&ﬁ&ﬁ; @uit@ clase to th@ G@rmaﬂ bordar ~ The ance 2stors ef ﬁh@a@ :
appear for the first time in the family registers of Wilchingen n
say 1620, which leads us to believe ﬁﬂa% uh»y ware fugitives f%a@ ‘
mia &nﬁ the Thirevy Ye&rs War when thousands of Hussan Heretics

pellad and found new homes in the neighbouring countries of Jaxony
5 &ﬁd,&witzeriar&w S : LT 5 R

arer of Lhu name preferred to be known by the new name in order %0;\“‘?



L%@ spresd of tha nsms Boohm iz beyend ell deubt sconn
ndog of the Rofermaticn, for tha e ETPATS in a¢
*%@ﬁ bordering Bohenia &t that tins, The rmxﬁwéwﬁﬂ el o&f mf
»*?%ﬁa goes back to V”ﬁlﬁfi@a wﬁ 2 ws call LAe @au:g$” &L
! sloms bu@ Wygiizf@ hihu@&f had 2 mﬁ@&?ﬁﬂ the lmmulsa amﬁ 7y
Lrom %%W&?%P from the distant Doherrinn navicn, A Quata of &g%mu ,
wiile of Richord II, had caue {wroa mmuwaam and wi%h h%r cama Lo "o
@f tho beachings of John’ Huza, the very first of wheo Proteshants,
&k&a a great patriot. The r@l%gﬁaum movenent which he 1&& i
a3rt of a great national movemgnt for establiehing tho full Leesdnn
$'u£ ﬁ&wicn, This was @ whole century Lefore Germany halled Iuthol ag

dts preat teschor, ro crormer, and patrd iot, lHuss was burned &b tha 4G

~dn 3@3 and a death similar to his befoll alsc the Bohemian ratigm. M
than %ww centuries 1at@r in the great war which was fousht on tho sgil

» f@% religious ldberty - the Thirty Yesars Wer - thoe {irst Lier wis
ted by the Austrian Catholics against the people of Bohemis, Wie o
homlans were defeated %@mﬁ and crushed, many of thoem wers driven oub i
b wandarers on the face of the earth and from that time the name and .
Jwmbion of the Bohemians - or ag they called thuus@lvms the Coochs - wWoyw
wwymﬁ out as it seemed forever from the wap of Europe, Howsver, withim Il
~last fow years, it was reconsdtituted and is now recognized as a ocary of Lig .
i) n& ion of 6%echoolava%ia, Soente

- fm thelr new howo in Switzerland our ancestors for a while lived and
throve but not for long were they left in peace, at loast some of them, A
forbtain Jacob Boohm was living at peace with the comuunity ammm%hmrm near
the ﬂ@&ﬁﬁm border, probably in this same Canton of Schaflhavsen, Ho mmwg
%@ wwmﬁw a f&m;iy historian (th@ Reverend Honry Doehm, his pgreat ﬁium%
zrandson) "a woll connected and strict member of tho reformzud wutmarmm
ﬂ“ch wiiich was the name of the State Church formed by that ﬁﬁﬂﬁhh
refornér John Calvin., Jacob had a younger son who was named aft@r his™ .
father, In common with other young men of the time, he¢ learned a trads .+~
'&mm, m% was the custom, he was required to travel for thrae y@a?% %.f&uwﬁ' fv>t

tho aum%fy as’ an itin@ranu, ournoyman before he had com pi@ﬁ@@ his L

anprenticeship., No man couldd enter into business for himself, no mw@%m%‘
"ﬁ@%'wmll oua?ifxnd until he nad purgued this course, In hiw warde ﬁw%,
Cyeung Jacob fell § in with the people called Pletists and wag u@ﬂV@?%
mon7 them, Pletism was a reform movement, again within the &uth@””
Church, which h&d alr@ady become & creed @ound thwoiogic&l institutd

wied with axwwwt the absolutism of the Papacy. Pletism ingisted on &

new

~ i and & separation of Christians from worldly things such &8 dane
. tho theatro, and public games, Among their principles were @&vmwww A%
- of the wﬁmxe, participation by the Laity in the govermment of the Church,
the practice of Charistianity as an indispensablo sign and aumylwmwn@ o
: 0& im &m& th@ ymp&%h@t&n and kindly treatment of unbelieve
ligions of the timea, Among the forerunmc

He jwu@m@v&é along ﬁh@ b&m%w of th@ Rh*n@ ”till he wat%%@ﬁ the

cdon of Pfaltz", This was the Palatinate bordering on Bulgium, 3
» Boeshm becams @@qu& nted with a pgople called ﬁ%hﬂ&ﬁ&@%ﬁam They %;

~ name from Mehno Simons who was a@nﬁ@mpmry with Luther, h&%mi@
Te-hearted people and he united with them and became & &%ﬁm@ltv%%
several children, the third of whom, zlso named Jacob, was b@?%m’%y&}

33 and dn 1712 was in&ucwd to come to &m@ric& by the glwwwﬁg dogce
L ¢he ”@ﬁﬂ%?? ?€Vﬁm by Martin Kwuémg who, 0 Septeaber of the yoar
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had arrived at Philadelphia in a sailing vessel called the "Mary Hopa",
John Annis, Master, which had sailed from London on the 29th of June with
94 passengers, and after a stormy passage of nine weeks and four days,
firgt saw the land of America. Two days before they sailed from London,
the following letter was written to their brethren in the Faith in
Amsterdam and is headed "Worthv and beloved friends".

This l@tter is ¢2253 &moter&am archives, and is signed by sixz versons,
- Martin Kendig appearing second on the list, and was issued in thankfulness
- for the financial aid extended by the "Dear friends out of their great

~ kindness of heart toward our journey", and is an acknowledgment of an
' gpeal which they made to their Dutch sympathizers for contribut¢on3, 1

"because the journey cost more than we had imagined", '

- All of these six signers of the letter referred to Martin Oberholtzer
Martin Kendig, Christian Herr, Jacob Muller, Martin Meili and Hans Herr,
appear to have set out for Lancaster Pounty Pennsylvania where they
arrived in October, except Martin Oberholtzer who seems to have remained
in Philadelphia, and the five men were there joined by four others and
these nine men selected a spot stretching from West Willow Street to
Jackson Street, near the Centre Square, in Strasburg borough, Conestoga

Abcunuy? and was, rou%hly speaking, five miles long by three miles wide,
ten square miles or 6,400 acres, and for which they paid 500 lbs, sterling

W . 2.33, These were the first settlers in the County of Lancaster which 15 ‘
,‘ftmday the wealthiest farming county in the United States.

It is not a question of mere coincidence that the County of Waterloo,
Ontaric, should be the banner farming county of Canada. The descendents
~of these Mennonite farmers, who chose the beautiful rolling land of
~ Lancaster, were largely responsible for the selet¢tion settlement and
d@v&lopment of this beautiful county of Waterloo. It is a certainty that
these men not only knew how to choose the best land, but they also knew

 .how to farm it.

Driving today through Lancaster County, Penn., one cannot help
noticing the frequent recurrence of the same names of villages, the same
names for the creeks and rivers, the same names on the signs on the stores
in the villages and towns, and the similar tyve of farm houses with the
- old=-fashioned stoop and the barns with the projecting roof protection for

~the cattle, as one sees in the County of Waterloo, Ontario, Farm land in
~ Lancaster County is seldom in the market for purchase; it is handed down
from father to son. On a recent visit to lancaster, one was informed
'%ham the only sales of land in the last few years brought 4300 per acre,

7Mart&n Kendi& seems to have been possessed of more financial wer@h
h ) 25 48 he tmgk title to mearly 2000 &cres. .

succeeded 1in his mission and sometime during the year 1712 brought
him a considerable number of immigrants, most of them with their.
y among whom was his brother Jacob Kendig and probably several
Martin Kendig became William Penn's Agent and for many ye&r&
:ag r&suansible more than any other one man for the introduction of
~erman«3peakin& immigrants 1nto Pennsywvanlae
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Wa mentioned before that Jacob Boehm had been induced to come to
America by Martin Kendieg, He also was one of this party. On his arrival
in Philadelphia he first went to Germantown, now a fashionable suburb of
Philadelphia, then to Lancaster and finally settled in Pequea, Conestoga
Township, six miles from the present c1ty of Lancaster, Soon ’afterward he

married Darbara Kendig, probably one of the young 1adies who had accomnan-
ied him on the journey from Lurope,

To again quote the Rev, Henry Boehm, whose Reniniscences, written
when he was ninety years of age (he died at the great age of one hundred
years and six months and preached in New York City on his Centennial)

"My grandfather was a lay-elder in the Mennonite Society., "Soon after his
arrival from Europe he bought a farm and tuilt him a house; he also dld
blacksmith work, the first in all that rejion. His wife was very
LﬂdlutFlOUS and when necessary, she would leave h@r work and blow and

trike for him, He died in 1780 aged eighty-seven His Will is

deposited in the Courthouse in the City of Lancaater dnd disposed of his
considerable estate among his numerous family. of whom six daughters and
four sons were then living, Follow1ng the German custom, his farm was
left to his youngest sen, Martin, He was born November BOth 1725, and in
1753 married Eve Jteiner who was born on Christmas Day 1734.Her ancestors
were from Switzerland and settled near his father's, He built himself &

‘arge stone house in which his children were all born. "He was a short,
stout man, with a vigorous constitution, an intellectual countenance, and
a fine flow1nb beard, which gave him in his later years a patrlachaL
‘appearance, He had stron% common sense and well undeérstood the science of
family government, The order and discipline of the family attracted the
attention of Bishop /sbury and he made mention of it in preaching Martln
Boehm's funeral sermon. "

Martin Boehm was first a Mennonite cvreacher for he embraced the
religion of his fathers,

The following from the history of the Church of the United Brethren
in Christ, of which denomination he and the Rev, William Otterbein were
founders and the first Bishops, well deéscribes this devout man and early
missionary in the New Enzland éolonlpq. "The name of Martin Boehm must
ever occupy the honoured place in United Brethren History on account of
his prominence in the zreat revival movement and in the subseaquent orzan-
ization of the Church as well as from the fact that the people among whom
he was for many years a greatly esteemed minister contributed a consider-
able number to the early adne”entb of the Church",

We have already seen that among the Protestant Germans and wass who,
toward the close of the 17th Century forsoock their homes in the 0ld Country
to escape persecution and enjoy the blessings ef religious freedom, were
larbe numbers of lMennonites, By 1735, as many as five hundred families

are found in Lancaster County alone, while many besides found homes in

sher counties in Pennsylvamg and also in Maryland and Virginia., It will
be noted that in many things they bore a marked similarity to the Friends
or Quakers with whom many O¢ them by their residence in William Penn's
Jcloﬁy, were brought into close relation, but with the almost universal
low condition of sp;rltuallcy which DreV11¢ed among them, it becams an

occasion of surprise and sometimes of alarm, and even ankpr when their
members found theinr way to 4 hatter rel ’é’"’ ~gS 1life and mﬁﬁa declaration

PO
b3

{ the fact. It was among these people that Martin Hoehm was born.

“ The opportunities for education in /merica in the early part of the
18t Century were few, and Martin Boehm's education was accordingly 1 limited,
beings mostly LCCClved in the home, in the German language. But he posaeused
“‘up¢1 a vigorous mental, as wel¢fas physical constitution, a clear grasp

: 1QQWQ, and sound judgment; was gifted with a graceful and easy flow of
speech and had a pleasing personal bearing, which would make him naturally
a favourite Later in life he acquired a fair knowledge of the English
la anguagse, Nlcn ability to converse with ease, and became possessor also of
a number of fnglish btooks. His father, be1n5 a devout Mennonite, and as
w& have seen, an officer in the vhurch Martin Boehm was broaght up as a
true son of the Church, DOSSeSb ng a‘l these qualities, it is not
surprising that, when a vacancy occurred in the puloit of the local Church,
of which the Boehms were members, the thouzhts and hearts of the people -
should have turned toward this 1¢ued and pious voung man in their midst.



-5 =
.

The method of choosing a minister am Oﬂg the Wannoni es was by lot, '

Martin Boehm's conversion prbmaﬁ@v an interesting illustration ﬁf
the manner in which the Holy Spirit moved upon the yearts of men in
different Churches and in different localities, independent of any w@wsan,
al contact of those who were thus affescted, Wirtln Boehm, when he waa ;
called to become a minister, felt that he had no message for his peopls,
Under thesc v*:cumbt}nufm, he found himsell pre$@ﬂt1y under the greatest
ambarrassment and mortification. /gain and again, according to the
‘“m&tm Qf his Church, he arose to add an exhortation after an elder

¥
. b ;,x ;u‘z., BTl M

2nd found himselfl able only to stammer out & few
_ x sentences., He read diligently the Sceripuures that he
mﬁﬁﬂt Uque shmeum nzg to say, but when *%c trial came his menory would not
call up a single passage and he was obliged to sit down in confusion.
Some months pabbtd in this way with only fai ilure to reward His efforts anﬁ

he beﬁan to be in despair,

To be a preacher and have nothing to say he felt ©o ve a deen
?mp“@&cha- Yet he did not doubt that he was genuinely called to the work
of the ministry, because the Church had laid its hand upon him d er the
Divine Order as understood by his people. He believed also full y in thﬁ s
~efficacy of prayer and he availed himself earnestly of this refuge of
‘I’“mbl@d souls, While he was thus engaged, he tells us the thought

, fLSQﬁuﬁG itself to him as though one had audibly spoken "You pray for
grace to teach others the way of aalvatxou, and you have not prayed for
your own salvation"., This thought c*unw to him day by day until he falt
nimself to be a poor lost sinner, His gony, he says, now becams very
great, One day, he continues, when he wL plowing in the field; he could
ede Qm ho farther: he sank down by his plow and cried "Lord save, I am
"AQQL Then came to him the answer "I am come to seek that whicm ig lost™,
hnarm took hold of those nrecious words of the Mighty Saviour: and
'T‘W“ﬁ a moment", he says "a stream of joy was poured over me", Thus, as &
result of prolonged strugpgle and in answer to unceasing prqyer ther@ came -
into his heart the blessing of an unutterable peace,.

, Martin Boehm at once left his plow in the field and proceeded to his
~house to tell his wife the joyful news, Now he found, too, that his
tornpue was loosened,  With the emancipation of the near came liberty of
~utterance, The live coal from the MAltar whirh touched the Prophet's lips
inspired his lips also with a new found eloguence, and now, ‘while ha had
wished the Sabbath far away, he wished it were already Here, When Eh@
day @&mww and the elder brother had preached, he arose and told his =
experie e felt thnt he now indeed had & message to deliver, To his
‘ « it wag ns novel as to him it wis joyful. Many, as they listened
nlg ateryy were deeply moved, and att@&b%ﬁ their feeling with W@HW&ﬁw@
5 ; owi ﬁabbjth% as he was speaking, hi: ﬁoul was aflame with hi
im: v the midst of tr : W

in what was n call i'New'V,rglnma ;
iward the a congiderable immigration from Pwnnsy1V&nia across ‘
*yl&nd Lnt& the inviting valley of the Shenandoah River, Among these
O nume Qua Mennonite families und among them some of Martin
Thu Mennonzt@ in the valley were not yet organi?Wd
re without preaching by ministers of their own
chw mhev raﬁﬁlvcd to send to Pennsylvania for some minister of their
ple who 0%0@;@ give them the counsel they needed. Lhw&“ r“auast
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was brought to Lancaster County and to Martin Boehm's Church: On the
~advice of his brethren, Martin Boehm responded to their call, He found
himself impelled to extend his lebours to other fields beyond the limits
of his own neighbourhood and COﬂ“rcgatlon. He visited other Churches of
his own people, preaching to them the same doctrine as he preached to the
people of his own charpze and as he had preached on his wvisit to Virginia
cand similar results evorywh re followed. 1In the year 1768 Martin Boehm
first met the Rev, Philip William Otterbein, a minister of the Lutheran
Church at York, Pennsylvania, and a man of smmllar power from the pulbiu’
to himself, The meeting £ ook place at Isaac Long's in Lancaster County,
- in a larpge barn capable of accommodating a numerous congregation, The
- people assembled in great numbers from Lancaster, York and Lebanon
- Counties, too many for all to find room in the barn, and an overflew -
. meeting was held in the orchard. At this meeting Martin Boehm proceeded
with his discourse, his heart glowed with spiritual fervour, Otterbein's
soul kindled with responsive feeling, The great mmxinmg burning truths
~ which Martin Boehm proclaimed were the same which he himself had long been
~accustomed to declare and he felt that there indeed stood before him a
fellow-apostle of the same Gospel. When Martin Boehm ceased and before
he had time to sit down, Otterbein arose and with a heart filled to over=
flowing, cast his arms about Martin Boehm in warm embrace and exclaimed,
"ile are brethren". The incident was a remarkable one, truly dramatic and
- dmpressive, Much historical significance has been attached to this
'f’m:idan't as 1t suggested the name of a Church when some years later was
orought about the actual organization of the Church of the United Brethren,

The home which Martin Boehm built in 1750 must have been of consider-
le size as on frequent occasion according to hls son's statements in
5 "Reminiscences he had entertalnec gatherings of more than one hundred
at a time, When the writer of this sketch visited the old homestead in ‘
1917, he was told by the prescent owner of the farm that Martin Boehm's
- house had been demolished some forty yesars before and that much of the
stone 1s now in a wall which is bullt about the garden. All that remains
of the old house is a pecculiar large stone-arched chamber and the remains
of the stone firevlace which are underneath the present large barn. The
prospect {rom the house must have been a very beautiful one, looking down
the walley of the Pequea River. The farm is now given up laraely to the
cultivation of tobacco and fruit.

ab
hi

On the writer's second visit to the old homestead in 1918, he
discovered in a dense thicket of locust trees and brambles a half mile
distant from the house the old family burying ground and the graves of
twenty- five of his ancestors. The graves were marked ‘with headstones of
field umaﬂu, with the names cut in with a cold chisel. It is of interést
$o noté the various spellings of the name there, which includes "Beam",
"Behm", "Bohm" and “Bochm“ The earliest stone bore the date 1725,

. Qtte ksh ry,'unn Boehm Propnaﬁs
nd pianuer@ in American Chl*gﬁhau¢ty, lived and wrought in the
intimate fellowship. The inscription on the monument reads as
lows*' "Sacred to the memory of Rev, Martin Boehm, born November jO
5. died March 23, 1812, and to his wife Eve Boehm, born December 25,
734, died November 26 18?2 For 55 years Martin Boehm laboured in the
*Lnby“Wd of the Lord Jesus Christ and preached the Gospel ta th@@a&?du in
f@ann vivania, Maryland, and Virginla among many denstminations, particular-
1y among M@nmcnmues. NCuhOdLbua and United Brethren. Martin Boehm was for
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some time a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, He was elected a
Bishop in the Church of the United Bretiirén in Christ when that
denomination was founded in the year 1800. The United Brethren Church
honoured him with the office of Bishop until his death., This saint of

God gave himself and his services unselfishly to the Church, His end
was Peace,"

The will of Martin Boehm is deposited in the Registry Office in the
c¢ity of Lancaster, In one clause he bequeaths such of his books as she
may choose to take to his wife Eve and all the remainder of his books to
be equally divided between his four children, John Beam (my great grand-
father), Jacob Beam, Henry Beam, and Barbara, the wife of Abraham Keagy.
We do not know what eventually became of Martin Boenm's books, but I have
a letter written on the 1lst of May, 1826, by the daughter of Martin
Boehm's son John to her brother idam Beam (my grandfather) in Canada, .
suggesting that the books left by Martin Boehm "ought now to be divided
and, as you are the oldest son of John Behm, you ought to write or letl me
know how the division should be made."

Martin Boehm had eight children, of whom the youngest, Henry, was

born in the year 1775. In 1800 when he was twenty-five years of age,

he became a minister of the Methodist Church., Eight years later ho was
invited by the Rev. Francis .sbury, the first Bishop of the Methodist
hurch in America to accompany him as his companion on his constant rounds
of the enormous diocese under his charpge. This included the whole of the
United States and Canada and extended from Canada to Georgia and from the
Atlantic Ocean to the Mississippi River. During the five years he was
with the Bishop, they rode on horseback forty thousand miles and Henry
Boehm in his "Reminiscenses", states that he himself during his ministry
rode one hundred thousand miles, His book, from which we have frequently
quoted is a volumn of five hundred pages of reminiscences and is an
intensely interesting account covering a period of nearly one hundred
years of the early history of New England and Upver Canada; it is a
fascinating narrative of the travails and hardships of a pioneer
missionary,

Abraham, the third son of Jacob of Peguea, (the First American

Boehm) and elder brother of Martin, married previous to 1750 but does not
seem to have owned any land until 1768, when he bought 221 acres and &
grist mill in Bart Township, a few miles south of the old homestead in
Willow Street. Abraham, like his father, was a Mennonite, and in comumon
with many other members of that peace-loving sect became involved with
the rebels during the war of the Rebellion. The rebels looked upon these
people, who would not bear arms ag inst the flag that had given them :
tolerance and freedom of belief, as enemies and treated them accordingly.
By means of fines, requisitions, and general persecution,’ they made 1life
miserable for this simple miller. A\ last fine of &00 1lbs., in Pennsyl-
vania currency left him in a despe. te position., The sum was borrowed from

rlend, a weaver by name of Jacob Morgansturn, The situation was
..volerable, /\ momentous decision was made and again the Boehms wersa
on the trek in quest of freedom., One generation of this branch of the
family had found sanctuary in their new American home, but they had léarned
that freedom was to be found under the Brit ish flag: so on to Canada.
In 1787 Abraham sold or turned over his farm to a John Boehm, who may have
been his elder brother but more probably was a married son, It is known
that he left a married daughter in Pennsylvania and it is likely there
were other grown-up children. With his wife Barbara and his youngest son
‘Martin, he loaded what he could on a Conestoga wagon, tied & cow or two
behind, hitched up his horses, and began the long trek to a new home in
the promised land, Abraham was oVer sixty years of age, a ripe age to
vbegin pioneering in & new country. At the time of his arrival at Niagara,
the only settlers on the upper part of the river were the recently
disbanded soldiers who were making improvements on certain sections of
land fronting on the river. ./braham chose a site which is still a beauty
spot on the comparatively flat, low-lying land, et the mouth of Black
Creek, approximately half way between Chippawa and Fort Erie, He built
his house just north of the mouth of the creek and obtained a right to
250 acres of land bordering on the river and on both sides of the cresek.,
Six years later he petitioned the Government for a further location of
land for himself and family and was granted the 400 acres adjoining the
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rear of his first property, and a_ further 200 acres down the river, one
parcel opposite the foot of Navy Island near Chippawa and another paraal
on the Chippawa Creek.

The following is Abraham Beam's petition to the Government for this
additional land: ‘

"To His Excellencé John Graves bimcoe, Esqu. Governor and Commander of
Upper Canada, etc, In Council,

The petition of Abraham Beam humbly shows that your petiticner was an
inhabitant of Pennsylvania before the late rebellion in the Colonies.
That during that period he 2xperienced all the sufferings generally
inumerated in the catalog '« of Loyalists and at one time was fined 800 lbs,
-~ Pennsylvania currency. In = word everything he possessed was sacrificed’
“to the fury of an unnatural rebellion, except his life and his integrity.
Six years since he removed with his family into this Province and now
.»ﬁJQJS the happiness of that Government which was always dear to him and
for which he has severely suffered,

Your memorialist begs leave to inform your honours that since his removal
he has purposed an improvement on 250 acres of land and obtained a

right to the soil which is all the encouragement he has received from

- Government since he has been in the Province.

Your petitioner agreeably to the example of others in similar circum-
stances begs leave to approach Your Honours on the present occasion and
most humbly requests that Your Honours would grant him a further location
of land for himself and family as much as Your Honours in your w1sdom
shall see fit and as in duty bound he will ever pray. :

Abraham Beam,
Newark June 4Lth 1794
(The entire petition is in the handwriting of the petitioner)

Endorsed:=- Granted 40O acres and referred to Surveyor General to locate
the gsame,
Read in Council July 8th 1794.

Extract - Ontario Historical Society papers and records Volume 24,
Page 24"

Other Pennsylvanians from Lancast  and Berks Counties followed,
among whom was Abraham's friend, Jacor >rgansturn (now Morningstar) the
weaver who also had been in difficulty th the rebels, After sinking
niis machinery into the river, he gathe 1 his numerous progeny together
~nd followed his friend to Niagara. 0. :is arrival, Abraham turned over

e 200 acres on theé south side of Bl¢ < Creek to him as part oayment

‘on the 800 lbs, debt. After settling ! ; family in their new home he

started back to Pennsylvania with one ' 'se and a light wagon to retriove
his weaving machinery, sorely necded 1 he new country. On the way back
to Niagara his horse departed for the d of lighter loads and Jacob was

left axle deep in mud with no money an. .0 beast of burdeny but his face
was his fortune and a kind Quaker lent 1im 3 voke of oxen to commlets hig
Jgourney and thus bring in the first ca ng and weaving maChxﬁ@?Y in the
district,

Abraham's young son, Martin, who v 5 only fifteen when he came to
Canada, married Rebecca, one of the daughters of Jacob Morningstar, when
he was seventeen years old, They wasted no time helping the young
country to acquire the much needed incr<ise in population. No doubt
having the probable size of his future nily in view, Martin applied for
another six hundred acres of land in hi. own name and received the same
from a beneficient Government. ’ ‘

Abraham lived and worked as few of us know how to these days, on
his farm until his death in 179¢ ., eleven years after his arrival in
uan%da” During this time he anc his son, starting with nothing but a

agon load of chattels, a few head of 11vestock the strength of their



own arns, and the courage of their h L3

still stands, & barn and various snelters,

acres of land by clearing and breaking sevn“a’ acres in each parcel,
ankeased his stock of cattle, pigs, and sheep, ralsed wheat, buckwheat,
rye, corn, flax, potatoes, ard the various vegetables onmmon to the
gardens of the time, In between times they helped build houses and barns
for their friends upon arrival {rom Pennsylvania, and Abranam, on
oceasion, acted as town warden for the nelgnbourxng village of Chippawa.
In his w1ll he left his property in trust with his son for the three
grandchildren who had been btorn at that time. His wife was amply
provided for but she was anxious, after eleven years absence, to see the
rest of the family back in Pennsylvania, so she returned to visit her
married daughter and others at Strasburg in Lancaster County. She never
returned ' :

.2, built themselves a heome that
, acauired the rights to 1450

Martin Beam carried on; he lived in the eld homestead and most of
his ten children were born therc, Wnen the war of 1812 broke out, the
river front was an unconfortable spot and he built himself a large log
house on his tract of land about five miles west on the Bertie-Willoughby
Township line. .\ typical pioneer hcme of the better class, this house
was built of large logs and had three rooms downstairs, two bedrooms and
a huge room neerly 30' x 4LO!' used as a kitchen, dining and living room,

“th an annex shed for wood &and upplirs. The upstairs space was one
_arge attic room, used bv the boys of the family. The logs for the
second f“oor pro; ‘ected 21 to 107 beyond the wall of the house and were
roofed over to iozm a verandah, running the full length of the house,
The rafters and floor joists were smaller logs, hewn one side to take
the sawn floor lumber,

Martin Beam, being a Mennonite, was exempted by the Government from
tearing arms, but nevertheless was drafted into a transwort service,
teaming supplies and equipment for the various military manoeuvres along

he border, as were other non-combatants in the district. During that
tLOUOlPO peTLQd they lived ¢ 1terndte]y in the new and o0ld homes, usually
spending the summer on the river and the winter in the warmer and more
comfortable home back in the bush, Evertually the three oldest children
married, just hefore the twenties, and settled on the land they
inherited from their grandlather, and Martin settled permanently on the
new home with the rest of the family. Shortly after the war, Martin and
his wif'e Rebecca went bock to Pennsylvania to visit their relatives.
They nade the journey on horseback, a brave undertaking for the mother of
nine chilaren, tut on their return they rode in a weautiful Phaeton, the
first in all that dl;t”lct and a wonderful thing it was in those days.
While there thev also bouzht four shiny new side saddles at a cost of
$25 each, one for each of their daughters - lucky girls to have such
generous parents,

e 3

A8 the rest of his ten children grew up and were married Martin made
« 4 oof them a gif't of 200 acres of land, twec cows, a yoke of oOxen, six
sheep; 1 wagon, A plow, a harrow, and other lesser incidentals. These
children were still pionecers for most of them had to hew their farms from
virgin forest lands,

Martin's children followed their parents' religion - Benjamin, the
th son, donated the land or which ftha fivst Mennonite Chursh wasz buils
3

“ourth son, donated the land or which the first Mennonit

in 1838, just west of Stevensville on the banks of Black Creek. The
ifth son, Henry, was a minister in this Church. All except one of
srtin's sons and daughters married and raised large families, Martin

had qumntv—flve grandchildren. Of the generation that has just
eyond, there are enly a halfl dozen left., One of these, BPnjaﬂlﬂ
1, Jr, uxo left a detalled account of the plorcer life ol his mother
nd father, Henjamin and Mary Stoner Beam, in the form of long letteéers to
18 arand nephow Donald C. Beam, but that is a long story in itself.
cavly all of these grandchildren lived in or in the vicinity of the
‘riginal grants of land., Many ef them went to the Church of their
“rrefaithers, tut others broke away to other denominations. & very few

4 ﬁ@eir chi;drsn ar grandchildren gather together on the ceccasional
recting in the old “nurch., Many of the pr sent younger reneraticns, the
seventh ond elchth in aneriecn know nothing of the hardships their
snrrenrs suffered and the seem 1nriy spossible things whev accomplished
teciuse they wished %o lead simpic wcod and honest lives nccording to

-5
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thelr conception of what was Christ-like,

We wlll return now to the family of Bishop Martin Boshm of Lancaste
his eldest son, John, influenced probably by reports sent back from ,
Niagara by his Unecle Abraham and dissatisfied with conditions in the new
republic and determiced to live under the Flag which had given protection
to his grandfather nearly one hundred years before, set forth with his
family for the new land of freedom. He located at the Forks of Black

Creek and immediately adjoined the rear of his Uncle Abraham's land,

John Beam was born in 1755 and married Barbara Walter who bore him
eight children, al’ of whon came to Canada with their parsnts, excepting
the twe eldest daughters who wero married, Adam Beam (my grandfather)
was the eldest, Among his papers, which I now have, is a note in the
wriving of his franimother, the wile of Martin Boehm, reading as followa:
"\dam Beam was borm in the year of sur Lord 1793, in the month of May,
the 29th day {signed) E. Beam, June 4th, 1783", "The baby wasg the first
grandchild in the femily. Another ¢ his children, Julianna, married
Fhillip Buck, the son of one of the ‘ery first settlers on the Niagara
Froantier, who later took up land an settled on the Dundas Road near:
Pale-=o, One of her granddaughters s Mrs., Colin H. Campbell, 0.B.E.,

oL Winnipeg, She was married in 1620 when fifteen years of age, ‘
-_'husband Philip Buck was thirty. Shr bore him eleven children,

John Beam died intestate in 1812 and Adam, his eldest son, was
éppointed administrator of the estate, The constant struggle to new a
home out of the ouck, the lack of tho smallest luxury, the never ending
toil is only tao apparent in the written records which have come down
to this gensration., The inventory of the gnods and chattels of John
Beam i3 eloquent of the lack of luxuries, though he had evidently a
Bl well stocked farm., On November 17th, 1813, when thirty-five years of
age, Adam Beam was married by a Justice of the Peace to Catharine Gorder
W a girl of fifteen, bern ir. 1803, She was a daughter of
Captain Jacob Qonder who served in th: Lincoln Militia in the war of
1812 and whose fatter Michael Gonder was one of “the earliest settlera on
the banks of the Niagara Fi -+ He came as a U,L, Loyalist in 1789,
First settling at Niagnara, later he builc himself a comfortable log
house on the river bvank about a mile north of Black Creek, When the
Niagara Boulevard was buils s new years ago the old house, which had
nsver gone out cf the “amilv was demclished, During the war of 1812,
it wag for a time the healquarters of General Sir George Drummédngd.
Mizhael Corder came from Strasburg a f ew miles from Lancaster, His
house had been burnt by the rebels because he was a Loyalist and had
frequently sheltered British officers in his home. He came with two of
his childrer te Canada. His wife and the remaining childten stayed in
Pennsylvanisn, He naver returned and never saw them again,

Among the items in Adam Bean's account book, begun in 1813 when he
“00k cver the administration of his late father's estate, we find
Te N June 5th, 1815, to th ddition whk.h_waﬁ then ~

e ied in 1863 aged Sdghuy Years, His widow died in 1883,
eighty years, The eldest Son, Aaron, was one of the early
n Norfolk.County. Adam Beam, like many of the first sett{ers
and their sons, durlpg the war of 1812-14, defended his home against the
Invader, Aga:n,HQU?lpg'the ion of 1837, he served as a
Sergeanp 1o the Millt s, Hi ;o oh, (my father) held the King's
ggggiis;gnhgurlng the Fenian Raid, and of the present generation, a
1L =S Branfsons had the honour and privilege of servin their
King and Country auring the Greas War, 2 M ° .

M. Stanley Boehm and Donald G, Bean
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