Opportunity Knocks

Chicago, Aug. 2, 1904
Dear Wilfred,

Your very kind letter came to me only a few moments since and as I have a few
seconds to spare, I think I will answer at once.

Yes, my business is growing and I will soon have an opening for aliveenergetic man,
who has the nerve to stick and isn’t afraid to work, and I have thought that you are just
the man I need. The situation is this, Wilfred: I am not in a position to pay a man much
wages to start with. But if you want to get into something that you can grow up with I
have that something right here. Of course, I haven’t got a comparatively large business
now, but I know what I can do and in less than five years I am honest in saying I expect
to have one of the best wholesale cheese businesses in this City. The man I have now
has worked all summer for six dollars a week straight salary. He will soon start on
commission and he expects to make about twenty dollars a week all Winter and
possibly more. I have lost some money this Summer, but I have lost it getting
customers and it will all come back. My greatest trouble has been to keep up with my
business as it grew, on account of my small capital.

To give you an idea of what you would have to do should things work out all right: It is
simply a groceryroute on a large scale. You take a horse and wagon, (and my wagons
are fancy ones) and get customers that you can call on once or twice a week and supply
them regularly. I am driving one wagon myself, and I am taking care of the horses
myself but if all goes well I think I will have four horses before Christmas, then there
would be too much work for me.

Don'’t think it would bean easy job. The work is not hard, but it always takes nerve to
sellgoods, but after a person gets accustomed to it there is a fascination about it that I
like.

I think if you really want to become a man of affairs and have the nerve and energy to
climb, the best place i§:the West. I think there are ten chances for a good honest man
here to one where you are.

So you can think the matter over and let me know at your leisure what you think.

Trusting this will find you well, and thanking you, I am,

Yours respectfully,

J.L. KRAFT
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- Jﬁﬁﬁakﬂ KK&FFT , ~ :
° . James L. ¥rafft was bern in Stevensville
E@xa 11%@., 1&?4a ~ The large femily eof eleven ehildren later
eved te 8 farm eff the Peminien Rd.,by the railreed irseks en s
t was later te be given the family name of Xrafft. This

3 thelrs was the enly ene en the read , te the Garrisen.
His fether had & large heand of dairy esttle , and J.L. used te
kelp deliver milk and dairy preduets te the Amerieans sleng the
lakeshere. sefere the turn ef the eentury he geoi himself & job
s CGlerk in the stere eof My, Ferguson,ir the seuth ené of the
e ef Fert Erie By the Ferry landing , where he learned
®uying and selling metheds of the day. Later meving te Buffsle he
wekked im a LeblawBs stere where he met & gentleman frem A Montreal
skeese eompany whke was werking em a methed of blenm ing and paeking
eheddar shesse. The twe men experimented teget Tand finally
fermed their ewn eompany. While en & businm ess trip te @hieage J.L.
feund that eity te be the eemtre of the ehesse industiry. HNe decidea
te start eut enm his ewn in this eity, end sm July Sth, 1983, he
resigned frem the Buffsle eempany snd meved west. With an investment
of § 65.60 a rented herse nmmed Paddy and lets ef ambitien , he
feunded what was te beeeme the hraft feeds eempany.

1921 st pakaged sheese intro@uc&é

 Im the sarly dpye ke eslled en the Qelp of his large family, feur ef ,“:J
 his brethers leaving fer @hiemge; Gkarles : Pred; Nerman: & Johmn M.,
 @thevs were invelved in the business, Arbhar ‘Rese, and hia brﬁthsr iv
lew Albert E. Seash o .
195@z2:: Jehn H, Kraft beecame president and Charles l. retiraﬂ

On Felb. 16th, 1953 J.L. Kraft died, the very yesr the eempany was
eelbrating it's 56th. anniversary.




