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T-he French built ·= stockade & t-Str blished n perminent 
post nc r the present site of Fort =rie. 

�enerrl �r�dstrcet c�mpcd n� r r the site of thr French 
Poat, &nd lnter in · letter to �ener1l Amherst Aue• 4th., 
1764, 3t ted he i'ound a suit ble pl -Ce on tho north shore 
j.«3t • 'bov"' thE r�pids , �nd he v1' 3 buildine a post there • 

.i:his ye r thE: 3ervey of the Town.ship of Bertie, including 
.F'ort Erie , w< s be:gun • 

.i:cn families of irr:1g/"tnto 11erc __ est- bli>3h1.d this J;� r on 
200 r cres of land E: <'h. !tenner; Rouse: Plato·N: Riscl�y: 
rnd �lintemutc, , were mong them. They were provid :d ·11i th 
seed grain, md a few �e;:ricul tural implements, food , r nd 
• c c rt .J. i n amount of clothing ; for the next tw? years. 

A Ferry w.:. s soon .;St blished bet·"1ee'1 Fort Erie nd 3lack 
Rock. During the l&ttcr yeers of the Century! Govenor 
Simcoe, 1rr s successful in ettre.cting m··-ny irrigr nts :from 
Hew Jersey, £�ew York, And Pennsyl venia; c.nd Ecmong those 
were: Bowen, Hawn; Hershey: iller: Laur: Sher:I : Troup 

nd Z vi tz. 
P gentleman of note visted Fort Erie this ye r , �nd he 
described it as consistine of " fev, log houses sur:round/ 
ed by tottering p.lisadE:..s, entirely unprovided with 
R�mparts, or covert-w y. Outside were four large build
ings of roue:h hewn logs, int e nded e.s store houses and 
dwelling places for the workmen; and a 1 rge privAte 
W: '.t"ehouse storeid 'Pi th goods for Indian trade , stood with
in the pal is des. T�nty �B�eeers were employed for 
unlo ding vessels, and the c argo es were trF1nsported b • tween 
Fort Erie ans Chippawe, in large Batteaus mf'ned, by five men 
ea.ch. 

The G rrison consisted of a Company of the 5th. foot, 
under Capt. Pratt. The Ferry w s situated 2 miles below 
Fort Erie(OeR.TtL:) nd was conducted by a British bo at large 
enough to accomodate five horses at a t:i:me. The passc.�ge of the 
river between Black Rock and Fort Erie occupied four or five 
minutes, and the return trip about e quarter of an hour. 

A tavern and & few house stood near the laning on the 
tranadisn shore. 

1807. The Vi�lag� � onsited of about thirty houses, inhabited princip-lly with imigrants from Pennsyl va.nia. The first town record 
of a meeting was on Kay 7th. 1808, at Andrew Miller's farm 
Joseph Senn, was appointed Clerk, Alexander Douglas, and Thos. 
Atway Page, assessors: Henry T rout Collector: Benjemtn �ilson 
and John Warren.Wardens. Bresent Q.t the meeting were: 

Christian and Abr�h .m hershey: John and .Thos. B�xter; 
Pet:er and J"qhn Wintemute: Alexander Douglas: James Smith: 
ffenry T'rout: Je.cob Haun� Jos. hearth: John Warren Sr: Jos. �an_tns : D an�e.l Pound : A. Olive�: John Hirrot.;. ff. Nig4; ! . arper: PJ;. Sherk: J. W;Lng�r :· G. Zf..tvi tz: J. �u ti;le: 
Pet,er Learn: P ter Platow: C .. Hibbard: �:. Buck! E .. Kr:.rr: 
& Rich&rd Gr h m. Jr. 
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Besides the houses at the Fort, and those at the 
Landing, there were nine farm ho�ses between the lanij 
i.ng and Frenchmans creek &long the river side;seven 
b'8tween Frenchman rs Creek ilnd Black Creek; ¥nd six 
between Fort Erie .and Point Abino :three ne�r t h e Garr · 
of Concession Rd.: _three Qn the Riage Road: sev en""we s t 
of the road near the l�ke: and three or four is o la te� · 
dwellings in other parts of the T·ownship. 

There were but two roads passable for wagons, the 
River Road, and one tunning in a southerly.direc tio n 
from the mouth of' Ilillers Creek( Wintemutes} to Point 
Abina.( this Wfil.S the rout� o.f the old Indian Portage) 

A B:rea$twork was thrown up on the south side of 13ertie . 
st:., an the hill big enough for two guns.[This was late�' 
the property of dr. Douglas and a home w�s built o n 
this site by • mr. Bowen� battery st. faces this site} 

At the si:te of the rnternational Bridge stood a tave 
known as "Red Rouse" , 

· "Fort Erie'' wliit s occupied by eighty men of the 49th. ,. 
under Tu:ajor Armsby; and fifty of the newfoundl�nd Regt. 
and the thre� batteries that commanded the Ferry , by 
60 of the ist., and 2nd., Norfolk Militia, under capt. 
Henry Bostwick. . .. 

At Red House, two , o;ne gun Batteries armed with -
art.illery brought from ]2et.roi t, had been es;t.ablished 
manned by Lieut .• png. R.A. , and a few 'Militia gunners 
supported by Lieut. Lamont; 1Ni th thirty-five. men o:f the 
49th., and two light field pieces. A mile thurther down 
another detachment of 37 men._nf the 49th., vvere staion
ed under Lieut. Bartl ey( Bo·wenJ and the M i ll and farm
house �1t Frenchman's Creek were occupied by seventy men 
of the same regt., under Lieut. Mc. Intyre • 

. Fort Erie was occupied by less then 2 00 men. 
On June 12th • Fort Erie-

was taken by the Americans. 
and they left the ruins. 

The stone U:ess House or Barricks �t the Fort wa.s 
repaired • On July the 3rd the Americans surrounded 
the Fort, �nd Kajar Buck surrendered. - ,. 

The Douglas B�.ttery h!il.d been built close to the 
ma.rgin Of the river, in rear of the excav<it ti on of an 
old quarry • It had a parapet of stones nineft. high 
and sixteen f'ti. thick, and was armed with two guns. 

Bertie Township and Fort Erie gi_t this time ·contained 
?OO houses, a Quaker Church, six sc��?.�S a!l(i �-· P()P
u la t io n o :f 1 6 00 . ... . . .  · · · - . - , ,  .. 

csurc hes :· Mcl""2fr::e:-::e:-.-1ns"'l"4r5�: -mTrc:h�e:-"11'.N"r� e:::-:m=-. o�r�i"::!'."&"Tl -.....C"h:":u:-"'.r'.':"c:'."'hT'.:"-�w-:::;1:..a,....g-e-way 
1872; The Westley an ],�ethodist Church tlllt Vic-tori� L87 8. 

ts71: The office of Superintendent _of the s1cdhoto�s 
was held by Dr. Kempson. Rev. John B�xter he e 

office for 13 yea�s. · 
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VICTORIA si ta& ted at tbe 'f.le'3tern end of the International 
i3ridge • It is th�.; station of the Buffalo & L""<ke Hurron and 
loop Line; branches of the Grc.tnd Trunk, the Canadian Southern 
and Erie a:nd Niagara .. It is connected with North Buf.falo by 
ste m li'erry and it contP.ins about 20 stores- ans shops; & 
number of. good Hotels, a erist Mill, an Elevator, and a 
l>�etbod ist- Church ; r�,nd has a population of 700'-_The post 
office name at Victoria is INTERNA:PIOJ\T.AL BRIDGE • .  rt has a 
flourishine lodge of IV�as ons, United Wo r km en, and Odd fellows. 

This lodge later built hall on Courtwright st. at an 
exspence of J 3000.00. 

l!"O RT ERIE : : : Population 900. Contains a machine shop, 
green house, n:post office, 3 meat markets, four taverns, 
ten stores and shops, and a large drill shed, for #4 comp. 
of the 44th. Battalion. Also had an A:nelica:i;i Church, 
Pr . sbyte rian, N�ethodist, & Roman Catholic. Headquarters of 
the Orange Lodge //: 750 , that eot its original charter 1871. 



!2iver 

River 

Ri var. 

b. 

-
The Lovalists in Ontario. 

marr. ELIZABE'J:H SI:?T-:E. 

marr.�arl<:< Mc .. Cartney of Beverly Aug.6, 1816. 

b. Apr. 12, 1793 d. May. 31, 1820 

bapt. July 26, 1820. 

the name: Ruloth, Rudolph, & Rulif::: Jansen. 

the 5th. con N.�R.; was of the Butler Rangers and 

Bertie. ( Rev. sons and daughters of the American Rev. 

page 164. 


