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LIGHT THA

Fort Erie Prepared for Glor-
ious Celebration of Dazzling
First Electrical lllumination
and Something Dropped.

EVERYBODY BLAMES
THE AGED POSTMASTER

This is the history of the Light That
Failed, or Why They Went to Bed in
the Dark at Fort Erie,

Last night was to have been Electrie
Night in the village. e new electr
light plant was to have been opera
for the first time, The electric current
was to have been turned on and Fort
Brie was to have glowed.

Jut “was to" was all there was to
it

At eventide the inhabitants to the
numk of thousands or less gathered
in the street r on their wverandas,
wrapped in fur caps and over and
cloaks, for the air was chilly d snow
had been falling, The steams
ara was walting for
load of 1 .for

1 to the foot o
back, the crew stan
hook on the starboar gide to 7
cakes of lece that might come down the
river and damage the hull. The ¢
tain and purser were watching along
with the i&nuluhhnrs an arc lamp
which hung in front of the postoffice
and which congtituted the hope of the
illumination the village. The police

its trunchecn in hand, stood
) 8 popu
ding too closely about the
light pole.

It was understood that the
would be turned on at 5:30 o’clock

minutes before that the mixe
2f the village assembled to salute
inaugural glimmer with a program of
vocal selections, including ‘'‘Fading,
Still Fading fa man, Tell Us of

ght,'' '"Ther a Hot Time"
£ A Coming" and
"Ellﬂ’llt Q'er Lho 1I111‘1

NOT A GLIMMER.

Five-thirty came and went, accord-
ing to the av ge computation o
clocks In the Hlege, bul not a
came from the lamp, T1
_ness was gone 1b
Reeye's walch, lch was
still not a The pop
gan a slow ¢ solemn d D
their feet warm, and murmurs filled the
air.

“There's always something happening
to disappoint''—
good wages and get
“Sometimes the lights do
Buffalo on time"—'Maybe it's off
cauce it's monnhght’ ‘It's a Jonahe
old tow anyw fore likely the
current's Freeze your gErand
mother, the engineer's asleep at th
switch''—these and other sarcastic
| quips floated around.

was 6:30 o'clock when somebs
i came along and mingled with group af-
tem group, whispering something that
produced indignant snorts,

“¥e dld, did he? “Ain't he the d
appointing old Skeezix!" *“So, that's
what we are standing around freezing
to death for nothing!” “Just walt till
I get to him!" '“¥You might of known
gomebody would tick against Pro-
gress!' “Just like that old feller Zipp
that they, beat for office over in Buf-
falo!"

groupg on th
The streets assume
itude., The steam
ck with a rush, ha
sd down the time of the re-
turn trip from 37 minutes to 36%, and
inspired by the brilliancy
ment, made a new rec
in laying the gang plank and unhook-
n. It took only 11 minutes,
of a quarter of an hour, as foi-

And seeking to learn wlv the bea-
con of prog did not flare as an-
y, } aln of the Nie f
that it was the fault
dwin, The postn
£ ears old, and the ele
& wag put up on his
on or any other
fully two inches within his
Anybody passging along might ba
hit by the deadly wire if it hap
to fall ¥
being
m]Ehr be

£

were
around tode aving that the po
zht hear e long of
in glass hou
oupled with the a
randa extends upon
three feet and has done s
This an

a orrricism B9

The Bridgeburg correspondent

the Welland Telegraph commented on
a note we made last week when we
asked in all seriousness what was the
meaning of a resolution the C

Citizens’
passed regarding the stringing of elec-

tric light lines in Bridgeburg. In

pseudo-newspaperman’s

somewhat ponderous explanation we

annot yet understand the resolution.
e also says that if we had quoted

the full resolution it would have been

lear. He might be interested to
earn that the report of the meeting
vas supplied us by the Official Press
‘ensor of the Bridgeburg Citizens
'lub, Mr. Garrett O'Connor, who is as
ccurate, we understand, as a govern-
1ent report should be.

Live Wire Dangers.
Under this head last Tuesday .the
elegraph’s Bridgeburg and Fert
Brie reporter endeavored to explain
the action of the Citizen's Club in
passing a r.solution 1elative to live
wires, etc., in answer !0 a cominent
made by a local paper. In the last
edition of the local paper, instead of
; dealing with the guestion tbis rpaper
remariks : ““The pseudo Lewsparper-
| man ponderously,’ ske., ete. 1t
seems xegrettab]c were it wartn while
considering, that the standard of lo-
cal journalism has fallen to such a
low pitch as to permit ajy person
connected with it allowing himself to
the author of such «n ignorant
I Probably a dozen citizens
have spoken to the writer, and their
opinions as to the commaon civility
of the author are not Hattering. —

J. B. R, -




