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This is Shelley Richer interviewing Mr. William Athoe in his hom e  

a t  3836 Highland Road o n  July 26, 1985. 

Hello Mr. Athoe , how are you? 

I 'm very w ell thank you. 

What is your date of  birth ? 

May the 2nd in 1902. 

Where w ere you born? 

I was born on the corner of  Ridge Road and Bertie R oad, in Bert ie  

To wnship . That 's  the  old brick house where the Fenian Raid w as 

fought in.  

S.R: Were there hospit als then or did the doctors come to  the house or 

were there midwives?  

W.A: We had d o ctors. There was Dr.  S chneider in Ridge w ay and . . .  oh 

heavens, I can't think o f  the fello w in Stevensville now.  Dr. Buell 

was there ,  but he came later. Oh, we had doctors and we w ere 

advanced a few years ahead of  midwives I guess. 

S.R: Were there any kind o f  hospitals at  all , home hospitals or anything 

like that ? 

W.A: I don't kno w. I kno w  when my oldest son was born my wife had t o  

go  to  Fort Erie to  . . .  Mrs. Jim my Quested had a mat ernity home that 

she ran. It  was a private home and two of  my children were born 

there and the other one was born in this house upstairs. 

S.R: That maternity home ,  where w ould that have been in Fort Eri e ?  

W.A: I believe it w as on Dufferin Stre e t ,  but I don't know the address 

of  everything anymore . 

S.R: Have you lived in the area all your life ? 

W.A: All but three years that I was in N e w  York City. 

S.R: Where in Ridgew ay did you grow up? 

W.A: Well I grew up on the farm there on the corner of the Bertie Road 

and Ridge Road. I was there until I was a boUt sixteen or seventeen. 

S.R: And then you m oved here ? 

W.A: And then I went to Niagara Falls for a year or two and worked down 

there, then back to  Ridge way and in 1925 I went to N e w  York City 

and w ork there '25, '26 and '27. Then I come back here and built 

this house in '28 and got married and have been here every since. 

S.R: Back then, who w ould have helped you build the house ? 

W.A: Who woul� have helped me?  Well Carl Pooler and his sons w ere 
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the carpenters that I had help. J ohn Benner and Morris Huffman 

{ were two  brick layers that I had helping me.  

S.R: Could you tell m e  what school you attended and where it is located?  

W.A: Well, my childhood school days, public school days, was in number 

ten and that w as on top of the hill there ••. do you know where Frank 

Nashes used to be ,  or you must kno w  where number ten . • .  ? 

S.R: D o  you know the street?  

W.A: Well it w as on the Garrison Road ,  but it w as just about t w o  or three 

hundred yards from the Ridge Road on the Garrison, Number Three 

High way. 

S.R: 

W.A: 

How far a w ay from your home w ould that have been? 

Half a mile .  

S.R: Oh, so it w as just walking to school then ? 

W.A: Well, i t  w as pret ty rugged in the w intertime when . . .  no snowplo w s  

or anything ... I mean big truck snowplows  or anything like that . 

Everything was, any banks or anything had to be shovelled out by 

hand and it was only horse and buggies or cutters anyhow. Walking 

to school, I kno w we used to walk and be looking down at the fences, 

{ the road w as drifted in bet w een the fences and we 'd  be above the 

fences looking down at them. 

( 

S.R: You still had to  w alk then, there w as no other w ay? 

W.A: You had to  walk, yeah. There w as no buses, no . . .  w ell there weren 't  

any buses that 's  for sure ..• no teams or horses or cutters or w agon 

sleighs or anything. 

S.R: D o  you kno w  approxi m ately what year your school was built ? 

W.A: Well, they wouldn't let you stay .•• I think now they except them at 

five years old in school ,  but they w ouldn't until you w ere six at 

that t ime.  So I started at , when I w as six ,  and my teachers name 

w as Miss Gleason. And the teacher before her was, originally w ent 

to  Fort Erie ,  and w as Mrs. Oscar Teal ,  and her name was Anna Murphy. 

But I didn't go to Miss Murphy, I w ent to Miss Gleason, but my brothers 

and sisters all w ent to Anna Murphy which w as Mrs. Oscar Teal, 

later • • •  lived in Fort Erie ,  Jack Teal's mother. 

S.R: Could you describe your school, how it was when you w ent and if 

there was any changes or anything like that, any additions? 

W.A: Well, the seats w ere, when I first w ent to  school w ere awful old 

and they w ere more or less slatted seats.  Boards about that , 2�-3inches  

wide and nrobably four of them. And once in  a while one w ould 
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go down and the other one was coming up , you'd get a nice pinch. 

But later they were all renewed with ne w seats ,  all one piece with 

rounded backs and nice curved seats and everything. The sides 

w ere wainscotted up about four feet high, all dark grey colour, 

and plaster above that . High ceilings, about t welve feet high I guess  

and the heat ,  in  the wintertime the heat  was all up at the ceiling 

and your feet w ere freezing. 

S.R: How did they heat it ? 

W.A: With a big,  long w ood stove and the wood they used t o  take and 

burn, it w as three feet long. It was long enough you could put three 

foot wood in there . The farmers around used to supply the wood 

and we kids  always had to carry it  from the woodshed built on the 

back of the school.  We had to carry it in and keep a big w ood box 

full of  w ood out in the boys coatroom. It w as carried from there 

into the stove, a.nd later they got natural gas around. They had 

a big long gas pipe in there, with holes drilled through, that gas 

used to come out, and they used to  light that and then put t w o  or 

three blocks of  wood in and turn this gas on and start the wood. 

And as soon as the w ood got burning they'd turn the gas off  to  save 

gas.  While w e  had it, it was very scarce. There were very few 

w ells around and, but now that later they got a lot of  w ells and 

it w as piped in from other places too  and they have m ore of it . 

I guess . . .  ! think the last few years there, quite a few years there, 

it was heated with gas only, no w ood at all .  

S.R: Could you describe the outside o f  your building, like how m any room s  

it  had,  colour, anything that you remember about the building itself ? 

W.A: Well, it w as a light-red brick building and it was brick all the way 

as far as what could be brick, all but the roof and the w indow s. 

It was all one room and all the classes w ere fro'm • . •  , that was before 

grades.  They all w ent by readers at that time ,  first , second, third, 

fourth readers and then they had first and second in each one yet .  

Y o ur  junior fourth, then you went senior fourth and from there you 

went and tried the entrance examination and if you passed that 

you went to what they called the Continuation School here in Ridgew ay, 

which is the old Masonic Hall next to  Bickell's Store in Ridgeway, 

now at the present time.  But it wasn't high school w ork, they called 

it fifth grade w ork, but it was the same as, about the same as nin th 

grade w ould be today in high school. 
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S.R: 
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W.A: 

That's just as far as education advanced then? 

That's as far as I w ent was grade nine , yes. It w ould be the same 

as grade nine now .  

Did they have i t  any farther than that ? 

Pardon? 

Did they have education any farther than that , or w as it just on 

to college ? 

I think that if you w anted to advance any farther than that they 

had to go to  college and I think it w as Hamilton where m ost of them 

from around here w ent . And the normal school of course for teachers 

w as in there too .  

S.R: Could you describe any changes that took place in your s chool? 

Is your school still there, or i f  not why? 

W.A: Well, Buffalonians I think, got coming over here in large numbers 

and built cot tages and some year 'round homes, in, what is  now called 

Ridgew ood and Oakhill Forest, and they got so m any kids come 

in there that this  one room school w as not sufficient anymore and 

it  was torn down and this four room school was built there, that' s 

( there no w .  But that ' s  no longer used .  

S.R: Do you remember approxim ately when it was torn down, what year? 

W.A: No, approxim ately I would say maybe t wenty ye ars ago, that 's  probably 

t w enty years old that school that 's  there no w .  That w ould t ake 

it back what, sixty-five? 1965, I would think would be some where 

near close to it , when it  was torn down, the old school. 

S.R: Are you, or have you been a member of a church? 

W.A: Yes I belong to the United Church here in Ridge way. It used to 

be the Methodist Church when I w as a kid and went to  Sunday School. 

S.R: And where w as that located in Ridgeway? 

W.A: Its on the corner of Dominion Road and Ridge Road. 

S.R: Do you kno w  approxim ately when it was built or who it was built 

by, or have there been any changes in it ? 

W.A: Well, there's been numerous changes.  The Sunday School w as built 

out on the north side.  That was all new and the room on the east 

where they have their dinners and everything out there now .  They 

play basketball out there , that was all added to it .  I don't know 

what years, but not too many years ago.  The big auditorium where 

they hold their dinners and things out in there, I built that , laid 

the blocks and bricks on the outside and plastered it on the inside . 
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S.R: 

W.A: 

S.R: 

W.A: 

S.R: 

That must have been about , o h ,  it must have been close to twenty 

years  ago t o o ,  I guess.  But they w e r e  all added ne w ,  the Sunday 

School roo m s .  Then they had a ,  they had a . . .  oh what do you call 

it when you s it up on top? 

Balcony? 

Balcony ,  yeah . They had a balcony up above, on the west end of 

the church , and a s ta irway lead ing up t o  i t .  You could go up there 

and sit up in there.  We used to ride a bicycle from o u r  far m  into 

Sunday School and mother always saw that we got there too.  W e  

always had t o  tell her what the lesson was about and everything 

after we got home, or we found out what. There was no way of 

going and playing ball someplace and come home and say we were 

at Sunday School. 

Do you recall any special events the church had to offer the family? 

My own family? 

The church families. Any special events the church had to offer 

for the families to attend or participate in somehow. 

W.A: Well, the weddings, many of the weddings took place there, and 

a lot of the funeral services were held there. In fact, most of them, 

or all of them practically, were held there until Mr. Hary Dell, 

the undertaker at that time, built a funeral home where Larry Williams 

is now. And after that a lot of the funerals, of course, especially 

unless it's an extra large one,  then they go to the church, but most 

of them are held at Larry William's Funeral Home now. That was 

built by Harry Dell originall y .  

S.R: Did churches always have w e d d ings or did wedd ings used to take 

place in the h o m e ?  

W.A: Well,  lots of t h e m  do in the h o m e s  and lots of t h e m  used to have 

them in their  archways out in the backyard if it w as a nice day, 

and if they had a bad day they' d have to go in their  houses.  If it 's  

the archways ... ! can r e m e m be r  be ing t o  a couple different ones 

under archw a y s .  

S.R: Was it a ver y  popular practic e  t o  have them in t h e  h o m e  or in the 

church? 

W.A: Well,  I th ink t h e  biggest part of the m especially if they w e r e  wh ite 

weddings,  w e r e  in the church . 

S.R: Do you re m e m be r  any prom inent m e m be r s  of the church o r  com munity 

and the spe c ial th ings they may have done? 
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W.A: W el l ,  four of the south w indows in the church w e r e  put in w ith 

n ice coloured glass  and leaded glas s ,  by d iffe rent church m e m be r s .  

I k n o w  t h e  o n e  was p u t  in t h e r e  by t h e  S h e r k  fa m il y ,  the H u g h  S h e r k  

fa m il y .  T h e r e  was anot h e r  o n e  by t h e  Mann fa m il y .  T h e y  w e r e  

w onde rful w indows,  b ig ,  h ig h ,  goth ic w indows,  a n d  a l l  the pictures 

of a shepherd carrying a la m b  w ith a big crooks in one th ing , and 

anoth e r  on one of them. Oh , I don't  know what the others w e r e ,  

b u t  they' re beaut iful w indows and really c o s t  a lot of m oney. E ven 

in those days it would cost a lot of m oney.  

S.R: A n d  y e t  they were donated ? 

W.A: Y e s ,  they were donated by the fa m il i e s .  The fa m ilies w o u l d  put 

it in honour ing th e i r .  . . l ik e ,  I th ink Ward S h e r k  put the one in for 

h is fath e r  who w a s  M r .  Hugh S h e r k .  I don' t know the M anns , who 

put that in . Old A d olph M ann, I th ink h is one son George probably 

was the one for  t h a t .  I don' t know w h o  the other t w o  w e r e  actually . . . I 

don't  know w h o  put the other t w o  i n .  The fou r of t h e m  are all  o n  

the one,  s o u t h  s id e .  They' r e  beau t iful w indows .. . s t ill  t h e r e .  

S.R: W h o  is the f i r s t  polit ical r e p resentative you ca n r e m e m be r ? 

W.A: Polit ical representat ives ? W el l ,  you m e an local o r  . . .  B il l  W ilson 

I w ould say was out first  m e m be r  that w e  had r ight h e r e  f r o m  R idgew ay. 

He was a local R idgeway m an. 

S.R: H is dut ies and h is t itle ? 

W.A: H e  was a C onservative . I don't  k n o w  whether he e v e r  . . .  I don' t think 

h e  ever got t o  be a C ab inet Me mbe r .  

S.R: Do you r e m e m b e r  what duties he had to do in the town ? 

W.A: N o ,  not specifically , only the,  whenever he was called upon,  people 

w ould go to him and want s o m eth ing and he' d have to go and take 

it  up w ith his,  whoever was the C a b inet Minis t e r  you know , and 

they' d have to take it up w it h  him and try and ge t  it for h i m  if 

he could. 

S.R: D o  you know what t i m e  this  was , h o w  m any years ago o r  what year ? 

W.A: A h ,  back in the . . .  h e  had t h e  Model T F or d  Agency, s o  it was back 

a round , about 1916. H is first opponent was Dr. Schneider f r o m  

R idgeway.  H e  w a s  the Libe ral t h a t  M r .  W ilson ran against .  Schneider 

left  h e r e  and sold the busines s ,  h is d o c t o r ing prac t ic e  out h e r e  

and w e n t  t o  N iagara F alls , because N iagara F alls used t o  be i n  

t h is r i d ing.  A t  t h a t  t i m e  it was c o m bine d .  I th ink he went down 

there ..• the. talk was h e  went t h e r e  figur ing he was going t o  make 
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a lot of f r iends. If h e  went there about two years b e fo r e  the election,  

h e ' d  make a lot of fr iends and garne r a lot of votes down the re. 

Whether it w o rked or it d idn' t I don' t kno w ,  but B il l  W ilson beat 

him by quite a major ity anyh ow. 

S.R: A n d  yet he w as from a lit tle town l ike R idgew ay. 

W.A: A l i t tle town l ike R idgeway , yeah. 

S.R: What are s o m e  of the changes that have taken place in the area,  

l ik e ,  at one t im e  it  used to be Bertie Townsh ip ? 

W.A: Yes, we used to have our own Bertie Township Council , County . . . Townsh ip 

Council here in Crystal Beach likewise and Fort Erie. At that time 

we used to have a Reeve, and a Deputy Reeve, and three Councilmen, 

and they had the same at Crystal Beach. And then they come along 

and told us it was going to be a lot cheaper, they'd have a lot less 

men if they got the ... oh what do you call it now ... the ... l've gotten 

terrible ... the Regional Government. They come out and told us 

Regional Government was going to be much better and cheaper 

and everything, and they wouldn't have near as many, it would save 

us a lot of money. At that time our Reeve was getting about seven 

hundred dollars a year, Deputy Reeve was getting about four hundred. 

I know, my brother was Deputy Reeve for quite a few years. It 

was going to eliminate, out of the five years, it was going to eliminate 

them all but one. We were going to have one Ald'ermen here, and 

one from Crystal Beach, and one from Stevensville I believe at 

that time, and the Mayor, and four or five Aldermen from Fort 

Erie. If it had stayed the salaries on the same levels they w e r e  

when they went to R e gional , i t  w o u l d  have been alr igh t ,  b u t  right 

away they turned around and uppe d the m .  I don' t kno w ,  heavens , 

what they get now .  Up in the thousands . . .! believe our Mayor now 

is g e t t ing twenty- s ix thousand or s o m e t h ing, m·aybe even more.  

S.R: What is your o p in ion of the a m alga m a t ion of all t h e  villages ? 

W .A: I th ink it 's  . . .  I th ink it 's  the worst th ing we ever had for this com m un i t y ,  

I h o nestly do.  F o r  th is reason . . .  if I was to go down there n o w  a n d  

attend the counc il  m e e t ing w ith a c o m plaint , our representative 

f r o m  here in R idgeway,  and the one from C ry stal Beach,  would 

be probably the only two in there that would know what I was talking 

about regard ing a street , or a cutoff street , full of mudholes , or 

potholes,  or s o m e t h ing. They're t h e  only two that's l istening to 

what I am saying,  the other t w o  are s i t t ing there g a b b ing about 
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s o m e thing ent irely d iffe r e n t .  A n d  at that t i m e  when I w e n t  in 

w ith a com plaint to the Council d o w n  h e re , they all knew exactly 

what I was talking abou t ,  and they all sat there lis t e n ing and e v e ryth in g ,  

and when I got th rough . .. w ell I t h i n k  w e  should do s o m e t h ing about 

th is or that , and they got busy and d id it. 

S.R: Now R idgeway is one of the little people? 

W.A: Y e a h ,  we don' t count at all  u p  here now. Well,  w e  d o ,  but what 

S.R: 

W.A: 

S.R: 

W.A: 

I mean,  our one m a n  has a s a y ,  and the one d o w n  t h e r e ,  and I don't 

m ean . . .  but what I ' m  say ing . . .  ! don't  m ean that they a ren' t g iv in g  

u s  a f a i r  shake,  but w e  g o t  four o r  f i v e  from down t h e r e ,  I believe 

at least fou r ,  plus the M a y o r  for five,  vot ing again s t  o u r  t w o  fro m 

u p  h e r e .  

W h a t  was you o p inion on the n a m e  they chose ? 

The R e g ional Go ver n m ent ? 

N o ,  F o r t  E r ie .  

W e l l ,  that' s ,  that I haven't  a n y  fau l t  t o  find w ith that. That w a s  

a l r igh t .  It  u s e d  t o  b e  F o r t  E r ie a n d  B r idgeburg ' t il l  they ch anged 

it , and went Reg ional I gue s s . That was all Fort E r ie, and we' r e  

s u pposed to b e  F o rt E r ie h e r e  no w ,  bu t y e t ,  o u r  m a il a l l  co m e s  

F o rt E r ie ,  R idgeway mostly on it , o r  a l o t  o f  it . A n d  t h e  LOS -lNO, 

the code nu m be r ,  is the post office . It goes by the codes I guess  

more than anyth ing now . 

S.R: A n d  not by the n a m e s ? 

S.R: C ould you take m e  d o w n  a m e mory walk down the m a in s t reet in 

R idge w a y ,  s t a t ing what the s t reet n a m e  is and a p p r o x i mately w h a t  

year you ' r e  descr ibing ? A n d  tell  m e  the stores that you r e m e m be r  

and the store owners , and anything that . .. any points o f  int e r e s t  

to do w ith the stores,  l i k e  w h e t h e r  they were hangouts f o r  k i d s  

o r  anything l ike that.  

W .A: W e ll ,  starting at the southerly end of the tow n ,  the first b ig ,  bigge r 

bu ilding at that t i m e  years ago, was a print shop,  and it was operated 

b y  Bob Dishe r's fathe r ,  and I th ink h is name was M e r r it D is h e r. 

It's no longe r cont inued now , the R idgeway Dry C leaners are in 

that same b u ilding now. Then on the s a m e  s ide of the street was 

the Public School building and the fifth learn work that they taught 

in there. P roceeding on northerly , there was a big b r ic k  hotel,  

a three storey bu ilding,  calle d the Queen's  Hotel. It's torn down 

and the Brewery is on that s it e  now. 
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S.R: Do you know what happened to the hotel ? 

W.A: The hotel w a s  j u s t  torn down. 

S.R: Lack of bus iness o r  . . . ? 

W .A: I t h ink,  m o r e  or l e s s ,  lack of bus iness. It was funny , it was a far 

better hotel of the t w o. It was . . .  the one that's there now, the frame 

hotel,  the old M cLeod House . . .  yet the M cLe od House for some 

reason r eally got the big end of the bus ine s s .  I don' t know why.  

The oth e r  one wasn't  getting enough work and taxes kept going 

up, and up, and up, and f inally they . . .  it was sold and torn down.  

A n d  then the Brewery was bu ilt in t h e r e, the Brewer's  Warehouse . 
Then on the o th e r  s ide of the railroad t r a c k ,  g o ing back when I 

w a s  a very s m all  b o y ,  th ere was a groc e r y  s t o r e  in the r e ,  and that 

was run . . .  the owner that run it , h is name was D ic k  H a r d is o n. It  

w a s  g roce r i es only,  and they had a bake s h o p  in the back . A n d  

they had a one ho rse w a g o n  t h a t  u s e d  to go a r ound the coun t r y  

and peddle g r oce r ies  if  t h e y  w e r e  o r d e red, and brea d .  Next to 

that I guess , w a s  a plu m b ing s h o p ,  that was run by Ben Zav itz. 

It ' s . . .  the bu ild ing is s t ill  there .. .! c a n ' t  th ink of the fello w ' s  na m e ,  

t h e  ele c t r ic ian t h a t ' s  i n  there now . Then there w a s  a poolhall  there,  

a n d  barbe r s h o p  run by F rank Clark . It w a s  bu rnt out in the second 

big t o w n  f i r e .  A n d  then there was a bank in there called the R oyal .  

I th ink it w a s  the Royal  Bank.  It w a s  also burned down. A store 

on the co r n e r  . .  . I  d o n ' t  know what the n a m e  of that s t reet is. I t ' s  

the cor n e r  w h e r e  the post office is on the corner of  now . It . . .  D o n  

K in s m e n  h a d  a store there,  and M c M or rans h a d  a g o o d  men's fu r n ish ings 

store in there for years. M c M or rans was there first.  It burned 

down in the second town fire. Then go ing the oth e r  w a y ,  on the 

corner where C a m eretta's  S tore is now, north,  the store was there 

and a lady ran it by the name of M r s .  Holmes A'nthony. S h e  had 

a dry good s  store and also a m ill inery shop connected w ith it. She 

made ladies hats in there.  Very nice hats too,  for way back in the 

styles of those day s .  Then next to that , there was a little insurance 

offic e .  A l an C o llard was in there I guess the last that I r e m e m ber 

of.  And he was there when it burned down. Next to that there 

was a b ig drugstore and it' s  there yet , only he rebu ilt, The drugstore' s 

s t il l  in the s a m e  plac e .  A t  that t i m e  t h is drugstore was Schwartze ' s ,  

J a c k  Sch wartze' s  Drugstore.  It burned dow,n. Then t h e r e  was a 

post office in there.  It . .. and a post office on one s ide and a shoestore 
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on the other s ide,  a c o m b ined s t o r e .  It w as run by M u rray Hibba r d .  

It burned.  I t h in k ,  I th ink t h a t  w a s  the las t of the stores and houses 

that was in along the r e  at that t i m e .  There has been a couple new 

ones b u ilt  in there that was vacant prope r t y .  Don K in s mens and 

Bill  Qu inse y s ,  they are the stores th e r e  now , new stores,  but they 

were vacant property at that t i m e. Then on the corner of the next 

block, I don't  know what the . . .! should know aft e r  l iving here e ighty 

years , I should know the name of the s t reets,  but I don' t .  I don' t 

think a lot of t h e m  have any street s ig n s  up on t h e m  n o w  yet today .  

B u t  there w a s  a s t o r e  there calle d Boxen's  S t o r e ,  r u n  b y  H ar r y  Boxen.  

It was,  I th ink m os t ly men's  fu r n ish ings and g r oc e r ies  and shoe s .  

A s h o e  s t o r e  i n  t h e  back c o m b ined w ith that ... a hou s e  o u t  on t h e  

north s ide w h e r e  h e  lived in . Then there w a s  several h o u s e s  along 

in t h e r e .  As I got down on the corner o f  the m a in s t r e e t  and the 

D o m inion R o a d ,  and o n  the corner t h e r e ,  it would be the south-west 

c o r ne r ,  there w a s  a, where New mans S t o r e  is t h e r e  no w ,  that used 

t o  be an u n d e r tak ing e s tablish ment in t h e r e. The fellow that ran 

that, h is name was M ilton B r e w s ter. A n d  after h e  got out of  there,  

it w a s  put into a s t o r e. That takes us  d o w n  to the c o r n e r ,  and t h e n  

t h e r e  w a s  a big b r ick house on the oppos ite corne r, and Jes s ie F inch 

l ive d in that . It was torn down and the b ig new bank is  there, the 

R oyal Bank is o n  t h e  other corner now. I th ink that c leans up the 

north . . .  I mean the west s ide of M a in S t r e e t .  Then go ing bac k ,  I 

don' t think t h e r e  was anyth ing much ' t il l  w e  got to the s t o r e  bes ide 

the r a il road track.  Ward D isher o w n e d  that and ran it at that t i m e .  

I th ink he h a d  . . .  yes  I k n o w  he h a d ,  m e n ' s  w e a r  t h e r e  and g r oce r ie s .  

T h e n  later H a r r y  Benner w e n t  i n  t h e r e  a n d  S e y m o u r  R u bel.  It' s  

s t il l  there.  T h e n  on t h e  other s ide is t h e  M c Leod Hotel.  It' s  always 

been, as far as I can recall back, the M c Leod Hotel. But m y  Uncle 

Bill  A thoe .. .  h is n a m e  was Bill  Athoe too . .. he owned it and ran it  

for quite a few years ... a lot of years i n  fact.  The M cLeo d  is s t il l  

there. T h e n  next t o  the McLeod was the hardware s h o p ,  and it 

was owned and run by a fam ily by the name of S t one . I don' t know 

what t h e ir first name was ... ! believe it was A.  L., but I wouldn' t 

say for sure on that . But the last na m e  was S tone . That's where 

Tom Jone's Law Office is now. That building has a new front on 

it now of course .  Then next to that was the big s t one building there,  

that was the old original I m pe r ial Bank.  Then next t o  the bank 
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S.R: 

W.A: 

S.R: 

W.A: 

is War d  She rk's, the son of th is Hugh Sherk that I was telling y o u ,  

t h a t  the n i c e  w indows w e r e  p u t  i n  i n  h o n o u r  of. Ward S h e rk's  Hardware 

S t or e ,  it' s s t ill  there . . .  hardware and furniture. Next t o  that was 

Beeshy's  Ch ina Store.  A n d  then there was a couple of old houses 

in there and the old i m plem ent sales barn l ike. They w e r e  all torn 

down and a new bank put in  the r e .  And then next to the bank , t h e r e  

was a b u t c h e r  shop,  and t h a t  ... as f a r  back as I c a n  r e m e m be r ,  t h e  

first  m a n  that was in there,  h is n a m e  was K e iffe r ,  w h o  ran a b u t c h e r  

s h o p .  The buildin g  i s  s t il l  t h e r e ,  run by M r s .  Coope r .  Lat e r  she 

issued car licenses in t h e r e .  Then next t o  that there w a s  a l ittle 

new bu ild ing put in there.  M c M o r rans put it in after  the b ig fire,  

when M c M o r rans s t o r e  b u r n t , they went over there and bu ilt a s m alle r 

place in the r e .  A n d  that 's  where Natalie M o rgan runs it in the r e  

n o w  . . . a g ift s t o r e. Then next to t h e  g ift store i s  D a v idson' s F r u it 

S h o p  in there now . Then on the opposite s ide o f  Davidson' s ,  o n  

the opposite s ide of the co rner,  i s  . . .  Je r r y  Davidson up h e r e ,  h a d  

an elec t r ic s t o r e  i n  t h e r e ,  s o l d  ele c t r ical appl iances for  qu ite a 

few years. I don' t know w h a t ' s  in there now. Someth ing n e w ' s  in 

there . . .  books and g ifts I guess . I d o n ' t  k n o w ,  I haven' t been in it 

f o r  years . Then it 's  all  h ouses in there after that , I guess , d o w n  

a s  far as t h e  U n ited C h u r ch. That' s . . .  a n d  t h e n  g o ing on d o w n  past 

the U n it e d  C h u rch a ways is the n e w  F ir e  Hall  that h a d  been b u ilt 

in there of c ou r s e . It ' s  been there qu ite a few years too , nqw . 

It must  .. . 

A p p r oximately ? 

Oh I would say approxim ately twenty- f ive years maybe.  

Where was the old F ir e  House located ? 

Well  the old one was built in' behind the .. . it was bu ilt in beh ind 

the Dav idson's F r u it Shop,  on the,  I guess that would be D is h e r  

S t re e t .  I t ' s  on the ... o n e  beh ind the fruit s h o p  anyhow. 

S.R: Do you r e m e m be r  w h o  started,  w h o  built the F ire Depart ment , 

w h o  the ch iefs w e r e ,  the approx imate year when it was started 

and what the equipment used to be ? 

W.A: W e l l ,  they had old hand-fight ing e qu ip ment w it h  the self pu m ps. 

Two or three m e n  on b ig p u m ps o n  t h e  or iginal one , but then they 

got some old Model T F ords that w e r e ,  c o m e  in along later and 

kept b u il d ing up . . .  and had some big n e w e r  one s ,  s t il l  n e w e r  one s .  

I don't k now w h a t  the late r  ones t h a t  they have n o w ,  t h e  name 
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of the m ak e  of t h e m  a r e ,  b u t  the o r iginal chief that I can recall 

is Warren Bak e r ,  better known as Co rkey Baker.  H e  was the ch ief, 

the first one I can r e call t h e r e .  

S.R: Do y o u  know appr o x i m ately when ? 

W.A: N o ,  I don' t .  Corkey's about my age ,  h e ' s  dead now . I would t h ink 

that w e  would have been th irty o r  th irty-five , probalby thirty-five 

at that t i m e ,  that would be f ifty years ago that he was probably 

near it whe n he w as ch ief. They've had seve ral s in c e .  

S.R: Y o u  m e n t ioned about th is second fire in R idgeway a couple of t i m es. 

What were the first and second fires ? 

W.A: W ell,  the first  one I was tw elve years o l d .  That 's  w h e n  I told you 

I r o d e  in on my b icycle t o  it in there.  A n d  the n ext one I was contrac ting , 

m a r r ie d  and contracting,  and I was bu ilding a ,  s t u c c o ing a house 

out o n  Nu m be r  Three H ighw a y ,  up near C h e r r y  H ill Blvd . ,  C h e r r y  

H ill Golf C ou rse, when w e  h e a r d  the f i r e  s ir ens a l l  blow ing. W e  

c o u l d  s e e  a l l  the s m o k e .  W e  didn' t k n o w  w h a t  i t  w as. A n d  w e  were 

s t u c c o ing th is house and stucco ing is a j o b  that you can' t qu it . 

Y o u ' v e  got t o  ... w h e n  you' re s t a r t ing one s ide you've got to fin ish 

that s ide o r  you show a lap when you j o in onto it . So we couldn' t 

s t o p  and we d idn' t ,  w e r e n ' t  able to ' t ill  we finished . . .  and w as g o ing 

h o m e  from work and go t into town, and here the whole town, the 

west s ide of the r oad was burned out, and a lot of the buildings 

on the east s ide of the road w e r e  damaged . .  . l ike Sherk's  H a r dware 

Store there,  the w indows w e r e  all  e ither b u r n t  out o r  blown o u t  

w ith water hose f ighting the fire you know , and was d a m a g e d  m o r e  

or less . But anyh ow it was saved,  it didn' t b u r n  down. The s a m e  

w it h  Beeshy's Ch ina S t o r e .  It  w a s  d a m a g e d  w ith wate r .  I t h ink 

the hotel was d a m ag e d  some. A lot o f  the belong ings from d iffe rent 

places were taken and carried from the stores ov e r  t o  the store 

o n  the . .. next to the railroad t rack, w h ich is the one that was run 

by Har r y  Benner I guess at that t i m e. But everything was carr ie d  

fro m o n e  store up there and p u t  i n  there a n d  w h a t  a m ixup. When 

it c a m e  time to d iv iding it u p ,  they d idn' t know what belonged to 

t h is one, or what belonged t o  the others,  or anyth ing . It  was quite 

a m ixup.  But I guess they got it straightened away. If any t h ing 

was lost it was likely paid for by the insurance c o m pan ies. 

S.R: Would you know h o w  it got started or was there any .. . ? 

W.A: I don't kno
_
w h o w  it got started but I know where it started. There 
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S.R: 

W.A: 

S.R: 

was a l ittle s t o r e  on the back of M c M o r rans. A fellow by the name 

of Whitey R o be rts,  a return man, run a bicycle stand o r  sho p  back 

in there. He sold bicycles and repa ired the m .  M y  youngest son 

Bob worked in the re and helped him . .. more o r  less fix ing wheels 

and what ever he could, and r e pa ir ing the m. It started in the back 

of that shop. W hat cau s e d  it I don' t know . M y  son was ho m e  to 

d inner when it started,  and he was on a bicycle,  and he ran down 

o u r  road,  d o w n  o n  h is b icycle . R u d d e r ' s  S to r e  was o n  the o t h e r  

co rner then,  at t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  second f i r e ,  that' s w h e r e  Mrs . H o l m e s  

A n thony w a s  in the f i r s t  o n e .  H e.  p e d d l e d  d o w n  t h e r e  qu ick and 

j u m pe d  off h is w h e e l  a n d  stood it u p  agains t ,  l ike a l it tle garage,  

that C a m e r e t tas ow ned. In  h is e xcit e m ent over h e l p ing Wh itey 

get stuff out o f  h is bu ilding,  h e  fo rgot about h is w h e e l ,  and when 

h e  went out to get h is wheel,  t h e  t ir e s  and everyth ing were all  

bu rnt off of  it. B u t ,  s o  it started in there.  When w e  got there 

on our w ay going home from work,  they were w o r k ing o n  the,  fight ing 

the fire in the front of  that bu ild ing, wh ich was McMo r rans at  that 

t i m e ,  and the men were up there on ladde rs. It h a d  t in s id ing on 

it and they had these big axes w ith a s p ike on the one s ide and an 

axe on the oth e r ,  ch o p p ing holes and br eak ing holes  t h r ough the 

t in s iding. It  was all bu rn ing in the, be t w e e n  the flo o r  and the ce il ing, 

in be tween the j o is t ,  and they couldn't  get at it to put it out, .. ant:i 

they were cut t ing holes in be t w een every j o ist and s q u i r t ing w a t e r  

all  the way back t h r ough t h e r e .  It was a los ing cause .  They couldn't  

keep u p  w it h  it , and it finally got t h e  bes t  of  the m a n d  burnt that 

store down, and t h e  barbershop,  and the hardware store.  E ve r ything's 

out but Hilborn' s .  The re w as a d r iveway the r e  go ing back in, and 

they were able t o  cut it off the r e  at that d r iveway. Hilborn 's  Drugstore 

is at . . .  a dry-clean ing establishment in that part' of the bu il d ing 

n o w ,  and a real estate office in the other s ide o f  i t ,  in the buil d ing. 

That was the las t . . .  that bu ild ing was the only one left in the block 

from the railroad t rack north. 

And all the rest were gone ? 

A l l  the rest w e r e  cleaned out, yeah . 

What did the R idgeway area have to offer in sports ? 

W.A: W e l l ,  we had pract ically , I th ink the same at that t i m e  as they 

have now. W e  had a rugby team her e ,  and baseball,  two o r  three 

horseshoe courts where they used to have electric lights and you 
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could pitch horseshoes at n ig h t  . . . of course the poolhall . W e  had 

a bowling alley at that t i m e .  The bowling alley was in part o f  what 

I s a id was the im ple ment sales barn. I don' t th ink there was anyth ing 

e ls e .  

S.R: What k ind of s pe c ial events ? 

W.A: W e  had a dancehall up above one of the stores that bu rnt down. 

One of the b ig stores had a full s ize dance hall up there . The 

O d dfellow s ,  wh ich they called t h e  Three Link C lub, t h e  Th ree Links 

w ith the Oddfellows emble m ...  they called the m .  They used to advert ise 

o r  send out invitat ions t o  the Three Link C lu b  Dances and they 

were all  sponsored by the O d dfellow s .  But the .. . 

S.R: W h a t  about t h is annual th ing b e t w e e n  S tevens v ille and R idge way , 

c o u l d  you please desc r ib e  wh at it was ? 

W.A: W e l l, they called that t h e  24th o f  M a y ,  they .. .  what do t h e y  call... what ' s 

t h e  24th of May .. . it ' s  Vic t o r ia day is it ? I th ink i t ' s  Vic t o r ia Day , 

Queen V ic t o r ia's  b i r t h d ay , I th ink.  They had . . .  it was an annual 

affair for years . It  s t arted out early in t h e  m o r n ing on a farm d o w n  

on N igh Road,  called the E n g e l h a r t  F a r m ,  a n d  t h e r e  was a race 

t rack t h e r e ,  in there . . .  a horse race t rack . It  s tarted out in t h e  

mo r n ing by having h o r s e  rac ing t h e r e ,  a n d  t h e  races w e r e  a l l  sulky 

races . T r o t t ing horses you kno w ,  n o t  runn ing horses,  t r o t t in g  h o r s e s .  

Oh , a n d  t h e r e  was a lot of  people a r o u n d  h e r e  t h a t  h a d  a l i t t l e  m oney 

and for , just for a h o b by, had a t r o t t ing h o r s e  o r  a pace r ,  and th ey 

u s e d  to enter th em. That was the first  th ing in the mo r n ing. Then 

in the afternoon they w e n t  to S t e vensv ille for all the other games. 

The run n ing gam e s ,  the rugby, and baseball...all that was held in 

S t e vens ville. Of course the . .  . l ike I s a id befo r e ,  all these t h ings 

were allotted on poin t s .  There were s o  many points given for each 

spor t ,  and then whoe v e r  received t h e  most point s  at the end, got 

t h is b ig u r n  . . .  the big s t e r l ing coffee pot . 

S.R: Could you tell  m e  the s t o r y  behind t h e  coffee pot ? 

W.A: W e l l ,  when they first s t a r t e d  t h e  c o m petition off between the t w o  

v illage s ,  this M r .  Beeshy t h a t  had Beeshy's Ch ina Store i n  t h e  centre 

of the block, on the east s id e  of M a in St reet,  he donated t h is coffee 

pot . And I suppose he got it at cost because he sold that stuff in 

h is s t o r e .  It would have cost a lot of money even at that t i m e  because 

it was s t e rling s ilve r ,  and the fra m e w o r k  that it rocked in t o  pour 

it, b e ing ir was b ig and held a lot,  it was heavy , and the we igh t  
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w a s  all car ried in th is r ock e r .  He donated that , and then the storekeepers 

a n d  th ings u s e d  t o  give , donate prizes for runn ing , and j u m ping 

a n d  th ings. I don' t know who they w e r e  any m o r e .  I th ink pretty 

near every one of th e m  gave some,  contr ibuted s o m e t h ing to it. 

But the m a in th ing was t h is b ig cup that they kept for . . .  the b ig 

coffee pot that they held for t h e  year.  That s e e m e d  t o  be the one 

that they got in t h e  fights ove r ,  and all th is, t r y ing t o  be the w inner. 

S.R: Is it st ill around ? 

W.A: That b ig coffee pot ? Yes,  our Lions C l u b  has it. I t ' s  been all refu rbished.  

y o u  know , l ike I was . . . that co m m e n t  that I cu t out of the paper 

that T e d  H ibbel h a d  p u t  in . 

S.R: A n d  what w a s  that ? 

W.A: W e ll, it w a s  t h is big s t e r ling s ilver coffee pot and it was donated 

by Mr . B e e sh y .  It was held for years by this R idgeway m a n  by the 

na m e  o f  S t okes . H e  was the capt a in of the R idgeway t ea m .  H e  

w as h o l d ing t h e  c u p  t h e  las t year w h e n  i t  kind of fell  apart and 

wasn't cont inued any long e r .  H e  moved away to B ra m pton,  Ontario 

and took t h e  pot w ith h i m .  When h e  was pretty near on h is death 

bee} and k n e w  h e  wasn' t going to l ive very long,  h e  brought it bac k  

d o w n ,  and M r . B e n  Za v i t z ,  the post m a s t e r ,  a d v i s e d  h i m  t o  take 

it t o  the Lions C l u b ,  wh ich h e  d i d .  T h e  lions have been h o l d ing 

it every s ince. T e d  H ibbe l ,  he s a w  it , and what a h o r r ible m e s s  

i t  w a s ,  all  b lack , a n d  you wouldn't know w h e t h e r  it was an o l d  l e a d  

c o f f e e  pot t o  l o o k  at it . After  h e  got it all  fixe d ,  it h a d  a few dents 

a n d  th ings in  it that was all taken out,  and all f in ished, it was a 

beaut iful th ing.  We s t ill have it . I t ' s  in the cabinet in our l ion's 

Off ice. Well  kno w ,  we keep it there all the t im e ,  under lock and 

key of cou r s e , so . . .  

S.R: It ' s  valuable now . 

W.A: S o  as nobody can break in .. . that would be one of the firs t  things , 

if they broke in , they would make off with I w ould think.  

S.R: Do you r e m e m be r  the B e rtie F air at the Old F o r t  E rie Race Track? 

W.A: Yes ,  I r e m e m be r  that.  We used to take a gib bets dow n  there. I 

re m e m ber t aking a big , big pum pkin down there one time,  and got 

firs t  prize for it , and won sixty cents . 

S.R: Was that a l o t  then? 

W.A: Wel l ,  it was a s m all country fair and they didn't  h ave ..• all the m oney 

they had was what was contributed by the Bertie C ouncil here.  
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That was o u r  own lit tle local council, and I think m ay b e  F o r t  E rie 

donated a lit te towards it at that time too,  and maybe Stevens ville . . .  no, 

I don't think S t e vensville , they w e r e  in with our council. C r ystal 

Beach they have their own. They probably donated s o m e .  They 

d id n ' t  have a lot of m oney. They couldn' t g ive twenty-five thirty 

dollars,  or s o m e t h ing for a huge pu m pkin , they ...  six t y  cents,  well  

sixty cents w as a lot of  money at that t ime. You could buy a brand 

new pair of shoes for a dollar and a half. 

S.R: D o  you r e m e m be r  the years approxim ately it took place ? 

W.A: The Bert ie F a ir ?  

S.R: Yeah . 

W.A: Well I don ' t  know jus t  exactly when it started, but  when I won the 

pu m p k in prize, I was in the ... I would be about fourteen . That would 

be fourteen, and I'm born in 1902, that would be what ? . . .  about 1916. 

A bout 1916, I guess . 

S.R: H o w  many years after that d id it cont inue? 

W.A: Well ,  it ac tually was put out of b u s iness by the Welland C ounty 

F a ir. The county start e d  this  fair in Welland at that t i me, then 

and of course it was much lar ger, and the prizes we re much greater ...  and 

who wants to go to a l i t t le f a ir l ike F ort Erie when the other one . . .  t w e lve, 

fourteen m iles a w ay . . . all  the exh ibits  s t arted going over there .  

I t  w a s  b i g .  They h a d  b ig b u i l d ings there, a n d  good h o r s e  races,  

and cattle, s h eep, ch ickens . . .  everyth ing exhibited over there wh ich 

w as more or less lack ing down h ere . Outs ide of vegetables,  and 

apples, and f r u its,  and the horse races . .. the horse races was the 

draw ing event for do w n  at the B e r t ie F a ir .  They used to have some 

exce llent races the re. Horses came from all  the way u p  th rough 

as far as Chatham down h e r e ,  west, and run and entered in the 

races down h e re. They used t o  have wonder ful-t rotting horse races 

h e r e .  

S.R: Did you e v e r  visit E rie Beach? 

W.A: Y e s ,  numerous time s .  E rie Beach started ahead of C rystal Beach, 

and was a very nice beac h .  There used t o  be a little railroad t rack 

ran from Fort E rie , and they used to come over on the fer r y ,  and 

get on this little railroad, and run up the ... ride up the E rie Beac h .  

Erie Beach had a regular z o o  in there,  anim al zoo .  Not animals . . .  of 

course not elephants ,  o r  big ones like that , but sheep and goats, 

and rabbits, and all s m aller animals , all kinds of s m aller animals, 

(16) 



and b ir d s ,  and peacocks,  and everyth ing there.  It used t o  be a b ig 

attrac t io n .  I used to ride a b icycle from our far m  d o w n  there seven 

m iles , t w o  o r  three t i mes a year,  j u s t  to go d o w n  there and take 

in the r ides,  and s e e  the animals,  and rolle rskate,  . . . dance a l ittle 

bit  later,  when I got old e nough t o  dance. They h a d  a n ice dance 

hall t h e r e .  Then C rystal Beach started up and they had t h e  C anad iana, 

and th is A me r icana that plied between Bu ffalo and C rystal Beach . 

It was an hour run, and they had good orchest ras that played o n  

t h e r e ,  and you c o u l d  dance a l l  the way over, or a l l  the way b a c k .  

It  had a bar and you c o u l d  buy d r inks on i t .  A n d  the b o a t  r ide actually 

c o m ing over he re, put F o rt E r ie . . .  E r ie Beach out of comm i s s ion.  

They could n ' t  compete. Pe ople went for the long boat r ide as . . .  

S.R: That was a b ig part of t h e  entertainment r ig h t  t h e re. 

W.A: That was in t h e  days before the au t omo b iles were on t h e  market . 

There was the o d d  one, b u t  very fe w .  I can r e m e m ber runn ing the 

length of t w o  f ields t o  see the . . .  my f i r s t  aut o that I heard c o m ing 

down R idge Road, from R idgeway, going out t o  see it.  I h e a r d  

it blow t h e  h o r n  and k n e w  what it w as. I'd h e a r d  about it  and r a n  

t w o  f i e l d s  t o  get down t h e r e  and s e e  i t .  A l l  it was w a s  an old buggy 

m o re o r  l e s s, just a buggy w it h  hard ru bber t ires about that w ide, 

and that th ick, and went boo m p, boo m p, boo m p .  

S.R: It had a motor on it r ight? 

W.A: It had a m o t or, t w o  horse powere d .  A fellow by t h e  name of Herbert  

Haun run a planing m ill  a t  C ry s tal Beach owned i t .  I d o n ' t  know 

what in t h e  world ever b e c o m e  of it but . . .  

S.R: Y ou ment ioned the little r a ilroad go ing from F o r t  E r ie t o  E r ie Beach, 

',Vould you r e m e m be r  the name of the railroad ? 

W.A: N o ,  I don' t .  Unless it would have been the E r ie B e ach R a ilroad,  

I don' t know whether that was r ig h t  o r  not.  I t  pi.ie d back and forth 

for years wh ile E r ie Beach was runnin g .  Of course soon as C rystal  

Beach s t a r t e d ,  that big C anadiana, and A me r icana running back 

and for t h ,  and it w as only a . . .  forty-five cents one way for a boat 

ride. I know later years when it was s till runnin g ,  I used to take 

my three boys and go down there on a Satu rday afternoon and get 

on that,  ride over to Buffalo and never get off it .. . stay right on 

and c o m e  back to C rystal Beach , just for a nice cool boat ride . 

S.R: How much was it then? 

W .A: Oh , when I started goin g ,  I think it was up around fifty-five cents 
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or s o m e th ing,  very reasonable. B e ings it was cool,  and a nice r ide, 

and they could dance free, back and forth to the m u s ic . . .  w h y  e v e ry body 

s t arted flock ing u p  h e r e  and left E r ie Beach. The railroad cou ldn't 

pay for itself, couldn't make enough to pay for the ope rat ion, and 

it  had t o  close up. Bardols that owned and operated E r ie Beach . .. Bardols . . .  I 

don't know what h is na me w a s  . . . it was Bob Bardol' s father. They 

had the .. . they were forced t o  close u p  too. A t  one time there was 

a g reat b ig hotel  on the lake front there at E r ie Beach , a beaut iful 

b ig place . . . dorme r w indows on the roof. Every s o  far there was 

a dormer w it h  a w indow, and every one of t h e  dorme r s  was a r o o m  

in t h e r e  . . .  all  l o o k i n g  out over t h e  lak e .  

S.R: W a s  that t h e  dance hall ? 

W.A: N o, that w a s n ' t  t h e  dance hall, that w as the E r ie Beach H o t e l. 

T h e  dance hall  was j u s t  l ike any other dance hall, j u s t  a big dance 

hall, and c o n fection s t ands in along the s ide where you could go 

and buy pop, noth ing h a r d  o f  c o u r s e. You could buy pops , o r  I guess  

c igaret tes, and candy and chocolate bars.  

S.R: Th is E r ie Beach H o t e l  t h e n ,  it was r ig h t  in the E r ie Beach A museme n t  

Pa rk? 

W.A: It was part of the park. It was owned I guess by the Ba rdo! C o m pany. 

M r. Bardo! and h is s is t e r  ... ! don' t know what . .  . I  can't th ink of h e r  

n a m e  n o w .  I d i d  k n o w  it b e c a u s e  I u s e d  to do a lot of work for 

them lat e r .  They owned it . It  bur ned down , and I don' t know . . . you 

can' t say whether t h ings are set on fire or not, b u t  it wasn' t pay ing 

t h a t ' s  for s u r e .  

S.R: It was s u s p ic ious.  

W.A: It was unde r s u s p ic ion at that t i me, yes . . . but it couldn ' t  be proved 

that it was torched. It was a real n ice bu ilding,  and bath houses 

on part of it  unde r  in the g round flo o r  where you could rent a bath ing 

su i t .  They h ad a beaut iful big pool there.  The reason for that was 

the stoney-bed lake bottom .. . very uneven, and rough stone s .  It 

was an all c e m ented bottom in there , and a big high wall,  and they 

pu m ped the water from the lake over the top in there. Later years 

it all w ent to pieces. It wasn't drained in the fall and filled u p  

with w a t e r ,  a n d  froze ,  a n d  e xpande d a l l  the w alls , a n d  broke the m 

all do w n .  They' re probably out there in the water y e t ,  s o m e  of 

those walls . I i m agine they are.  I have never been out in there . 

S.R: You m entioned rides and different att r ac tions that E rie Beach 
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and Crystal Beach had to offe r . . .  

W .A: Well the rides . . . 

S.R: P ick one , E r ie Beach or Crystal Beach, and descr ibe s o m e  of the 

rides. 

W.A: The . .  .! would say the coming attract ion in both places for kids w ould 

be the M e r r y- G o-Rounds , and the k ids used to flock on the Me r ry- G o-Rounds . 

Of course the b igger k i d s ,  the young fello ws and girls  went for 

these coas t e r s ,  the g iant coasters and th ings. They h a d  dance halls 

in both places and they had rolle r  r i n k s .  

S.R: Was the dance hall and the roller r ink . .. in C ry s t al Beach . . .  both 

ins ide the park itself ? 

W.A: Both ins ide the park at that t ime . Later the roller r ink moved 

o u t s ide the park . The roller r in k  is there yet today in opera t i o n  

on the n orth s i d e  o f  E r ie R o a d .  B u t  at that t ime is was in the park, 

and the dance hall was in the park . The old dance hall was turned 

into a re s t aurant,  and eat ing pa v il ion in there and there was a 

b ig sandh ill, a h u ge sandh ill there. When you went d o w n  on the 

midway you c o u l d n ' t  see the lake for the sandh ill . Then they came 

in there w it h  b ig pumps, and they s t arted pumping w ater from the 

lake up o n t o  the sand, and were forc ing the sand out. In other word s, 

they washed all  that b ig sandh ill out into Lake Erie, wh ich the waves 

ca rrie d it away and flat tened it all o u t. . .  w it h  b ig hoses and pumping 

water t h rough it. Then they b u ilt  the b ig dance hall o n  the s ite 

made by p u m ping the water o n t o  the sand . ..  pu m p ing the sand away 

w ith the water,  they bu ilt t h is b ig, h u ge ,  ope n-a i r  dance hall there . 

S.R: Is it s t ill there ? 

W.A: It ' s still t h e r e ,  that's  the Ball Room that they're having big bands 

there . . .  S a m m y  Kaye ,  T o m m y  Dorsey, and I don't know . . . s o m e  of 

the old bands are still playing there c e r t ain nights a week . .. one 

or two nigh t s .  I think they' re there F riday and .. .  ! don' t know . . .  I 

shouldn' t say if I ' m not sure .. .  but I see it in the pape r .  They're 

playing there a couple of nights j u s t  for att ractions ... the new owners 

are b ringing t h e m  in. I don't know what's there the rest of the 

week, whether it . ..  p r o bably just  closed u p  the rest of the week. 

Two nights a wee k  at the . . .  they have these big dances there now 

( and these b ig d r awing bands . 

S.R: D i d  you t ravel by ferry much, the s mall ferries that took you t o  

Buffalo? _ 
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W .A: Well,  I don' t think they ever had a fe rry run ning f r o m  Bu ffalo that 

I recall,  o r  ever have heard of,  running to C rystal Beach. It  was 

just a passenger boa t .  

S.R: No, F o r t  E r ie to Bu ffalo.  It w e nt from B r idgeburg t o  Black R o c k .  

W.A: The ferry no. N o ,  the fe rry was in F o r t  E rie in the south-end and 

it went . . .  it was there w h e r e  . . .  prac tically at the end of B e r t ie S t reet , 

towards the bottom of F e r ry S t reet on the Buffalo s id e .  

S.R: Was that Black Rock then ? 

W.A: No, Black Rock's  down where the railroad br idge is. 

S.R: Oh, so it was the D u m m y that went from . . .  

W.A: T h e  D u m m y  run f r o m  F o r t  E r ie over to Black R ock . 

S.R: Were there any s t o r ies  that you r e m e m ber about the fe r r ie s ,  o r  

the D u m m y ,  o r  anyth ing l ike that ? 

W.A : Well ,  I used to go w ith a g i r l  in Buffalo , and another fellow and 

I ,  he had an old M od e l  T car and w e  went o v e r .  I stayed w ith m y  

g i r l  longer t h a n  I should h a v e  I g u e s s ,  a n d  h e  d i d n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  happened 

to me and h e  h a d  t o  catch the last ferry back , wh ich was m id n igh t .  

When I g o t  d o w n  there he wasn' t w a it ing f o r  m e ,  h e  w a s  gone . 

So I ended u p  g e t t ing the s t r eetcar to Black R ock and ca m e  t o  

F o r t  E r ie on the Du m m y and h itch h iked f r o m  F or t  E r ie to R idgeway . . .  walked 

the b iggest part of t h e  way.  I d i d  get a l i t t le r id e .  

S.R: You made it h o m e  by m o r n ing r igh t ? 

W .A: I got h o m e  by daylight that 's  for  s u r e .  And another t i m e  I got on 

a f r e ight t r a in that I thought,  I kn.e w  went t h r ough S t e vensville,  

wh ich w ould have only been t w o  m iles from our far m .  I thought 

I could get off in S t evens v ille there, and only have two m iles to 

walk . Where the walk from F or t  E rie , st raight up B e r t ie Road,  

was . . .  our far m  w a s  on the corner of B e r tie and Ridge Road. 

S.R: Where's  B e r t ie R o a d ,  is it still around ? 

W.A: Do you know B e r t ie S t re e t  in F o r t  E r ie ? Well that ' s  Bertie Road.  

If you follow s t r aigh t  w e s t  up it , it  takes you right t o  where I was 

born, on the corner of Ridge R oad and B e r t ie R oad. Well  anyh o w ,  

I got o n  t h a t  t r a i n  going t o  S t e vensville , and I though t I could g e t  

off i n  S t e vensville and only h a v e  t w o  miles t o  walk. T h a t  thing 

was e m pty I guess,  it didn't  have too much of a load, and it was 

really travelling right th rough . I got scared and wouldn' t  j u m p  

off, and I w e n t  clear to W elland. I had to c o m e  back t h e  next day 
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h itchh ik ing back and walking . . .  ! don't know what all.  I d idn' t get 

home ' t ill  the m i d dle of the afternoon . . .! know the ne x t  day. That 

was the las t time I ever atte mpted that . 

S.R: S peaking of t ravel,  how old w e r e  you when you g o t  your first  car ? 

W.A: I w a s  s ixteen when I got my first  car and it w a s  a M odel T F o r d  

C oupe. 

S.R: Do y o u  r e m e m be r  what year it was, h o w  much you had to pay for 

it . . .  ? 

W .A: It was a 1 9 1 4, it was t w o  years  old when I got it. It was t w o  years 

old wh e n I got it and I paid four hundred dollars . . .  four  hundred and 

twenty dollars fo r it . 

S.R: 

W.A:  

S.R: 

W.A:  

S.R: 

W.A: 

D o  you r e m e m be r  the gas m il e age ? 

Y e s ,  we got about twenty-th ree o r  f o u r  m iles to the gallon. It 

w a s  a fou r cylinder of c o u r s e  you know . 

W a s  that c o n s i d e r e d  good gas m ileage then ? 

It was good m ileage at that t i m e ,  yes . 

Even cons ide r ing the s pe e d  l i m its  w e r e  low ? 

W e l l ,  the speed l i m its were low and the t ires  w e r e  th irty by t h r ee 

and a half ,  a i r  t i r e s ,  and they were f ifty - f ive pound pressu re in 

the m .  The three and a half  inch t i r e ,  w h ic h  w o u l d  be about l ike 

that , and you c o u l d  get f ifty - f ive pounds o f  a ir in the m .  It was 

p r e t t y  near l ike r i d ing on a lu m be r  w agon. You j u s t  ban g ,  bang,  

bang,  and the roads w e r e  all full  of l ittle potholes at that time . . .  stone 

roads and they' d get all  cups in the m unt il they w e r e  scraped again , 

and they put the s t one back in th e m . 

S.R: D o  you r e m e m be r  the speed l i m its ? P ick a major roa d ,  and where 

they d iffe rent in town ? 

W.A: There wasn' t much . . .  we d idn't  have . . .  there was no constable s ,  no 

cops at that time at all.  They had a town cons table in R idgeway 

and he was just a sworn in guy,  sworn in g iven the auth o r ity to 

m ake an arrest  . . .  by the town counc il . H is na m e  was . . .  the first 

one I ever knew was there ,  was Sam Ange r ,  the Town C onstable. 

S.R: D id he have to make very m any arrests? 

W .A: Well ,  yes the k ids rais ing ca i fl around, the odd drunk gett ing in 

a fight or s o m e t h ing . • .  not too m any . I don' t know . . .  at that t i m e  

wages w e r e  awful low and there w e r e  no really b ig fact o r ies around . . .  t h e  

nickle plant i n  Port C o lborne wasn' t t h e r e ,  H o r t o n  S teel wouldn ' t  

be t h e r e ,  _or a n y  of the m .  W a g e s  were v e r y  low yet everybody was 

(21) 



( 

( 

( 

working. What you w anted to buy was very cheap.  You could go 

out and buy a ne cktie for a quarter, and now you're paying eight ,  

nine , and ten dollars for one . Like I said earlier, you could buy 

a good pair of shoes when I was a boy for a dollar and a half,  a dollar 

and sixty cents . .• and they were good shoes . . .  good , best of leather 

at that time .  

S.R: Talking of prices ,  do you re member the price of gas or the price 

of milk and eggs and butter, any of the staples? 

W.A: Well eggs . . .  my mother used to go to . . .  had customers, and her eggs 

were alw ays genuine fresh, as fresh as they could possibly be. People 

used to call up and w ant  so m any dozen eggs delivered at the end 

of the week. She used to alw ays go on Saturday. When I was out 

of school I 'd have to drive the horse and buggy for her to deliver 

around. Then end up with . . .  whatever w as left over . . .  customers 

didn't take, she'ci t ake to Beeshy's Store . . .  that w as the dry - goods 

st ore. They used to  take them in as barter at that time. You could 

trade six or eight do zen eggs in at eighteen or twenty cents  a do zen ,  

trade them in for groceries , any kind of  groceries you needed. About 

t wenty, eighteen to twenty cents a do zen for eggs,  and about thirty-one 

or t w o  cents  a pound for butter. 

S.R: And gas? 

W.A: Gasoline, oh I don't know .  I don't remember what gasoline was.  

It w as under thirty cents ,  but I think it was about twenty-eight or 

t wenty-nine cents a gallon, the first gas that I used to get . Then 

it got up towards forty-some cents ,  and we thought that w as terrible. 

S.R: Now look at today. 

S.R: When you grew up you used to live on a farm . Do you recall who 

the previous o wner w as ,  or who built i t ,  or what year it might have 

been built , or anything like that ? 

W.A: Well, I told you that previously. A fellow by the name of  Anger, 

from Chippawa,  came up there and bought the farm. They got the 

farm and in later years my granddad bought it  from a fellow by 

the name of  Anger. I don't kno w  what year that w as.  I know I was 

born there and I was born in 1 9 02 ,  so that's eigh1fthree years ago. 

S.R: What kind of farming was done ? 

W.A: Well, we had general farming in there. We had, usually had about 

ten or t welve head of cattle , milk cattle . Everything w as much 

harder . . .  labour in those days and what it is nowadays. We used 
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to separate the m ilk and make cream in the cream separater that 

you had to turn by hand, like this ,  and spin it until it got so fast 

it separated the cream from the milk. The cream w ould come out 

one spout and the milk would come out another. You kept the cream 

a w eek and then you would have . . . I guess it  soured and then you 

could churn it and make butter out of  it . The churns used to be 

like a small barrel, about that big around, and a V-shapped frarnework . . .  one 

on each side that this barrel used to turn in, and it had a handle 

that run up and down, and it  run on gears that turned this churn 

'round and 'round. Sometimes it  was an aw ful job, depending on 

the temperature I guess more that anything else. If  it  w as too cold 

you couldn't  get butter quick. You'd turn and turn, churn and churn, 

to  get but ter, and if it  was too w arm it  w ould be the same way. 

My mother used to  put cold water in the churn sometimes and . . .  whi ch 

it  didn't do any damage because it  w ouldn' t  turn into butter. Nothing 

but the cream w ould turn into butter. When she put cold water 

in one t ime and churned it about t w o  or three minutes and you had 

butter, and the next time you put cold w ater in you could keep right 

on for half an hour and you wouldn't  get butter . . .  put a lit t le w arm 

w ater in it and you'd get butter quick. Butter w as about thirty-one 

or t w o  cents a pound at that time. They had a lit tle butter press 

that you could squeeze it all down into .  It had a screen on the bottom 

and mothers w as a leaf, a leaf and I don 't  know what . . .  sornething 

else .  When you get it  all pressed down in there tight, you pushed 

on a . . .  like a stern plug that stuck up through the t op ,  and that would 

push the print of butter out of this mold and it would have this maple 

leaf and everything on it. You'd buy the papers , and wrap it all 

up in. You had to do all that , and churn it all , and seperate it to 

get the cream and everything, and sell it for about thirty-one cents 

a pound. 

S.R: A lot of w ork. 

S.R: What affects did the l)epression have on the farm and the family? 

W.A: The farrn . . .  the pepression? Well, I guess it didn't  have much of 

an . . .  rnore affect on the farmers than it did anyone else.  The people 

weren't working and therefo}!!,they were scarce of  money and couldn't 

buy like they had been buying. They bought what the necessities 

w ere more than anything else. If  you saw some nice • • •  like the other 

day I bought a basket of huckleberries and I paid a dollar and eighty-
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nine cents for a pint . Well you weren't spending money like that 

in those days in the t>epression t ime.  

S.R: Did you go and pick your own? 

W.A: Well,  you could go up above Port Colborne and pick huckleberries,  

yes ,  in the marsh up there . . •  wild ones,  but they were smaller than 

the domestic berry, but tasted just the same and everything. We 

used to go up there you know ,  in the �epression t ime.  I used to 

go up there , another fello w and I ,  drive a car . . .  that w as an old Model 

T. too . .• all the w ay to  Port Colborne and pick huckleberries.  We 

had t w o  boxes. One was fourteen and one w as eighteen quarts and 

they hooked together with a rope around them .  We used to shove 

a piece of  a board about four feet long, which w as planed the corners 

off  nice and smooth, put it through the rope and swung it up over 

your shoulder and hang on the board to carry it so it would hold 

it up out of  the moss. Y ou'd sink down in the moss that deep. You 

couldn't carry them in a basket without holding your arm s  like this 

(straight out in front ) and you can't do that . . .  carry a basket ,  an 

eleven quart basket of berries very far because they'd get going 

down and finally they'd hit the moss and tip the basket and out goes 

your berries.  Then you've really got a job picking them out of  that 

m oss. But we used to  sell them . . .  I can remember when we were 

getting thirty cents a quart for those berries.  And we were getting . . .  picking . . .  the 

bushels . . .  we were getting thirty cents a quart , which was better 

than nine dollars isn't it? Thirty times thirty is nine dollars? Ten 

t ime thirty is three and three times three is nihe . . .  sure. We were 

getting nine dollars a day and that was real m oney at that t ime.  

You'd work all day long for . • •  well ,  the first job that I had after I 

left the farm w as in a quarry where they were crushing stone , down 
. 

here on the corner of  the Garrison, Number Three and Ridge Road 

in there. They got all the stone out of there to do the Number Three 

Highway • . .  the first t ime it w as ever stoned. That's going from clay 

to stone • . •  not tarred yet .  We w orked in there for • • •  and got a dollar . • •  we 

didn't get  a dollar. We got  sixty-five cents an hour shovelling stone 

from down in the quarry into carts. And the carts w ere pulled on 

tracks, railway tracks up on the • • •  lighter tracks of course,  up onto 

a hopper where they w ere dumped and put through a crusher where 

they were crushed. Working down there in that hole when it was 

eight-five. or ninety, it would be a hundred and ten down in there 
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and there wouldn't be a dry stitch on ya for perspiration. 

S.R: And no breeze to help? 

W.A: N o ,  you didn't get a bit of breeze.  But you were glad of the job. 

At  that time sixty-five cents an hour was a heck of a lot of money. 

That's over three dollars a day. We used to work ten hours . • • ten 

by sixty-five would be six-fifty. We w orked for a fellow that had 

the quarry. The one at that time w as Roy Law . In later years he 

opened a big one down here at Windmill Point where they go swimming 

in there . He opened that and operated that for several years afterw ards. 

S.R: Did you know why he stopped? 

W.A: Why he stopped? Well yes. It was all one sided down here . All 

these roads that he was getting to build and having to bid on were 

m ore or less westerly and this down here . . .  the river here and the 

lake here , Lake Ontario the other w ay . . .  all he had was just a small ,  

such a small end here . He went up above Port Colborne and bought 

a big quarry up there , right next to this huckleberry m arsh and opened 

it  up up there . Therefore he w as near all the roads all around Dunville, 

and West Cayuga, and all up through there . He was m ore right on 

the spots .  It saved an awful lot on transport ation. 

S.R: You mentioned to me before about the Fenian R aid. Could you 

please describe what you were told by your parents or grandparents 

about the Fenian Raid, having to do with your farm? 

W.A: Well,  the Fenian Raids w ere a bunch o f  Irish people that came over 

here on an old scow and landed down below Fort Erie from Buffalo. 

I guess they thought Canada was only a small place and only four 

hundred of them could come over and take Canada very easily . . .  which 

they tried,  but the people here put up quite a resistence and then 

the Queen's Own Army w ere sent down by trai� to Ridge w ay, and 

m arched all the way from Ridgeway out there. The m ain battle 

w as fought right above , on our farm and the next one to  it.  That 

w as in 1 866 .  I don't kno w  how many there were of  the Queen's Own, 

but as soon as they found out that they were meeting a lot stiffer 

resistence then they anticipated, they retreated and w ent back 

and got on their scow and left . 

S.R: The Fenians? 

W.A: The Fenians left ,  yeah , and went back to  the States. I don't know 

what  they were. Just a bunch like the  Irish today I guess,  fighting 

over there and they don't kno w  what they're fighting over. The,  
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S.R:  

of course I w as n ' t  b o r n  then,  b u t  t h e  o l d e r  people around t h e r e  and 

talking to diffe rent ones . . . .  some of the older fa r me r s  over t h e r e ,  

the next m o r ning b e f o r e  the battle , s o m e  of the F enians went a n d  

de manded m i l k  and things from the fa r m ers to have for their b reakfas t . . . meat 

and eggs and whatever they could get.  Then they got back u p  there 

in where the m ain battle actually was ,  righ t on the B e rtie Road . 

A t  that time the fences were all rail fence s .  There was no wire 

fe nces a t  that time, they were mostly oak t rees . .. oak split s  very 

s t r a igh t .  They s p l it them by hand into r a ils about twelve feet long 

and four or f ive inches in d ia m e t e r .  There was one of those on 

each s ide of the road. The F e n ians . . .  for I guess, two or three hun d r e d  

yards . . .  t ook the fence o f f  the o n e  s ide of the r o a d  and c a r r ie d  it  

over to the o th e r  s ide of the road.  These r a ils were spread apart.  

It w asn' t a solid fence. There were s paces between the ra ils and 

they put the fence from one s ide of the road over to the other s ide 

of the road so that it was d iff icul t to shoot between t h e m  w ithout 

the bullets h it t ing the ra il .  They were lower powered caliper guns 

in that day and if  they h it a rail it  s tuck . . .  it dj d ..Jt go on t h r ough .  

N o w ,  t h e  newer r iffle s ,  l ike I used t o  g o  deer hun t ing w it h ,  that 

I owned,  would shoot t h r ough that rail l ike a bunch of cheese now, 

but they woul d n ' t  at that time.  They were behind these r a il fenc e s .  

Wh ich was a l m o s t  l ike a s o l i d  wall  by put t ing the t w o  fences togeth e r, 

right? 

W.A: It  was close t o  s o l i d .  It w a s ,  due to a l ittle  b it of crack, a l it tle 

b i t  of c rook in the rail. . .  they coul dn ' t g e t  t ight toge ther but they 

would probably b e  like that.  

S.R: Peeky holes to look th rough . 

W.A: A bullet could h it on the edge of one and go through and find a mark 

in there all  righ t .  It found enough that they didn' t last  long . They 

turned,  they turned tail and run back for the river and left . They 

did that . They m o v e d  the fence from one s ide t o  the other.  I know 

m y  brother-in-law's  fathe r  was on a far m .  There was one far m  

Jake far m e d  that wasn't in the battle next t o  h is .  There was n o  

build ings o n  it . I t  was a vacant far m  in there. They went across 

t h is vacant far m over t o  h is place and went in the barn when he 

was milking and took all the m ilk that h e  had m ilked from the m il k  

cows , a ri d  t o o k  the pa ils a n d  everyth ing , and carried i t  away t o  

dr ink o r  in a k e  f o r  coffee or something, I suppose. M y  public school 

, .,  ,,,. \ 



( 

( 

( 

teacher, I think I was probably in about the senior third in that time.  

What they call senior third book, and there was a junior third and 

a senior third . This old Mr. A. W. Reavely, he was old enough that 

he kne w all about it and was telling about . . .  he was the one that 

told us about them going there and taking the milk away from this 

farmer to drink. They took the pails and everything, yet never 

paid them a cent . I guess they were glad they didn't shoot . He 

also told about finding this one soldier lying with his stomach over 

this rock, dead there , and about t w o  of them that w ere wounded.  

They carried them into our . . .  it wasn't ours at that t ime . . .  into the 

house that was later owned . . .  it w as run by Angers at that t ime.  

Where the Angers w ere , I don't know .  Whether they w ere still there 

or not I never heard . They lost an aw ful lot of blood in there , and 

I guess it was quite  a m ess, but probably not near as much as it  

w ould have been t oday. Today they would have fancy rugs and everything 

on the floor. In those t imes  a couple little scat t er rugs or something 

is about all they had.  They could w ash the rugs,  and scrub the floors , 

and it w ould be as good as ne w .  

S.R: All the traces were gone .  

W.A: Years later, when I w as quite  a good sized lad, I don't re call the 

fellows  nam e ,  but I did kno w it,  but I can't re call it now . . .  came down 

here and he was the Queen's Own Soldier from Toronto.  He w as 

just coming down to inspect  the Fenian Raid grounds where the battle 

was fought.  He reme mbered the old Athoe homestead there . He 

remembered that. We w ere showing him the holes  gouged out of 

the brickwork on the corner of the house where the Fenians would 

shoot ,  and it would hit this brick, and it would glance off and take , 

cut a gouge out of  the brickwork about that deep and about that 

wide. It just cut a groove right out of it. Showing him that and 

then we told him . . . ! happened to think about this bullet hole in the 

window jam.  Showed him that and right away he wanted it. My 

father, beings he w as a Fenian . . .  Queen's Own Soldier . . .  

S.R: He had fought there right?  

W.A: He had fought there . . .  been there yes. He told him that if  he wanted 

to go to the lumber mill in Ridgeway and get a board the same width 

and as long as that one, a good planed, smooth, board, he could exchange 

it .  Which he did. He didn't  take the whole board. After he got 

dow n  below the hole about that far, and was about that far above 
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the hole , and it split all the way from the hole to the top because 

it was,  the hole was closer to the top than it was to the bottom . 

I suppose it split the way of the least resistence, which would be 

the short way up. He went down below it about the same distance ,  

and sawed i t  off .  A l l  he took was the short piece away back to 

Toronto with him .  I suppose he . . . 
S.R: A souvenir? 

W.A: A souvenir of the old battle grounds. But later people used to come 

from all  over. They came over there from Buffalo, and all  around, 

and w anted . . .  said that they heard about . . .  this was the bat tle ground 

and w anted to . . .  heard of the bulle t holes, the marks that were in 

the brickw ork, and w anted to see them and everything. Why, we  

had ,  for years, people coming there . Not  now anym ore of  course. 

That was over a hundred years ago (the battle ) . 

S.R: 

W.A: 

S.R: 

W.A: 

S.R: 

D o  you remember any other stories that your parents or grandparents  

might have told you involving the history? 

Regarding the battle . . .  the Fenian R aid Battle , you mean? 

Or just history. Things that happened when they were younger or 

anything like that . Stories that they migh t have just told you, late 

at night stories, and stuff. 

Well ,  I don't kno w .  

D o  you re member the ship yards,  whi ch is now the Marina o n  the 

Niagara Boulevard? 

W.A: Yes, very w ell. I w orked there . I w orked there in 19 18  and 19 19  

for the Canadian Alice Chalmers Company. They made four boats  . . . three 

while I worked there and one after I left . 

S.R: Do you know approximately what years the Canadian Alice Chalmers 

owned it and if anything was done before they had it ? 

W.A: Well,  the war started in 1 9 14, and I think it was going maybe a 

year or two  be fore they came in there. Probably about 1 9 1 6  that 

they started. I didn't  work on the first boat , I worked on the next 

t w o ,  and I didn't work on the last one. I worked on the War Badger 

and the War Weasel, I guess it was. Oh, I guess there w as about 

a hundred and thirty-five or forty m en working • • •  easily that many 

I guess working in there on all the different machine shops and the 

garage. They had busses that they took workers back and forth to 

Fort Erie on. They come up there in the morning and put them in • . •  their 

busses in the garage.  They weren't big busses. They probably carry 
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fifteen to  twenty m en.  They put them in this garage and it was 

hid in the daytime.  They'd work in there . • .  the drivers w ould work 

in there all day cleaning the m ,  and polishing them ,  and doing whatever 

they could. A machine shop, a blacksmith shop, pump house . . .  

S.R: What was the pump house for? 

W.A: Well,  the pump house pumped water for any of the ,  anything that 

needed water there. The bathroom . . .  they had a bathroom that used 

water at that time.  They pumped w ater for that out of the slip 

int o a,  up into a t ank. The tank w as on a trestle,  or a pedestal, or 

a tripod actually . . • a four legged tripod up in the air about thirty 

or forty feet .  They'd pump it up into that , and then aft er that it 

was gravity. It would . . .  the weight of the w ater in the t ank w ould 

force it through the lines so all the other buildings where any was 

required, would get i t .  My brother and I worked there . We drove 

a horse and cut tE=r in the winter and a buggy in the sum mer down 

there . There w as a small  barn o wned by the ship yards across the 

road on a different property though , but  they owned it and we could 

put our horses over in there . It was warm enough . . . ! don't think 

we even had to blanke t the horse in the winter. But coming out , 

we had to  punch a tim e  clock to  get out , and also going in in the 

morning. We had to come out around the offices,  up to  where this 

time clock w as.  To do that we had to  pass this big trestle that held 

this big water t ank up on top of it. One night  they got an, oh,  terrific 

wind . The tank up there , being large like it w as ,  got so much weight 

against it , it pushed on the tank t o  the east.  I guess the pressure , 

it was so strong, it got it tipping a little bit ,  and then the water 

run in the tank that way and kept putting that much more pressure. 

Finally, the leg on that side buckled ,  the tank upset and came right . 
down. The next morning when w e  went in, here was the tank all 

smashed to pieces in the drivew ay. All the windows were out of 

the office and everything because of the water hitting the ground 

and went side ways. 

S.R: Like a tidal wave ? 

W.A: Yes. It took all the window s  and everything out of the office there. 

That was in 1 9 1 8  or ' 1 9 .  Up until 1 9 20 ,  I left in 1 9 20 .  
S.R: And it was still • • •  oh yeah.  You said there was one more boat built 

after you left.  

W.A: It turned out to be a lake freighter and plied the Great Lakes. It 
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didn't get into any of the army w ork at all, war w ork. 

S.R: Do you recall your wages?  

W.A: Yes.  My • . .  when I started there I don't kno w  whether or not • • .  when 

I started I don't recall . . •  or when I was leaving I w as getting sixty-five 

cents an hour. At that time I was running a drill and a reamer, drilling 

any hole that w asn't punched out in the punch shop , you'd have to 

put up what they call an old man . . .  it w as a . . •  and you put your drill 

in bet ween them . . •  a scre w in it where you'd scre w it and put pressure 

on it and it w ould force your drill through the steel.  Spinning by 

air of course . . .  air driven.  Sixty-five cents an hour I w as getting. 

I think that was probably when I was leaving. I don't remember what 

I started in at. I w as there three years . . .  ' 1 8 ,  ' 19 '  and part of ' 2 0  . .. close 

to three years. I was there and the boss came arid asked me if  I 'd 

go and ride the ship in when it was launched as a test cre w .  Each 

one of  the hatches had a ladder from the top all the w ay down to 

the bottom floor. These were oil burning ships and they had a double 

floor on the bottom . . .  a rolling keel floor like. That was all subdivided 

off into compartm ents of about three feet square . But they had 

a space left open, a sm all space left open at the lo wer floor. That 

was for the oil to  pass back and forth. But these bulkheads in there 

kept it . • .  on a rough w ater, waves couldn 't get i t ,  slopping in there 

and roll the ship over. It kept the oil from slopping. We were working 

on that and the . .. ! think that there must of  been close to  a hundred 

and forty-five , fifty, thirty-five,  something like that,  men w orking 

on all the different branches of it . What •.. there w as something you 

asked me about . Oh yes .  About this launching. He asked me i f  

I would like to go in  on  a test.  I didn't  know what he meant exactly 

and he was alw ays good to  me and very good and I didn ' t  dare say 

no. So I says , oh yes. So there was a ladder w ent up to top of these 

hat ches to the t op deck, and soon as i t  was in the water • • •  they launched 

them all in side w ays on great big, about sixteen inch square timbers, 

all j ust saturated with grease • . •  just as much grease • • •  an inch of  it  

thick, piled along on the top edges that  they were going to  slide 

on. When they got ready to launch, they had a man on each side 

of that t imber with big, I think, t en pound sledges, and they were 

driving these wooden wedges bet ween the boat and the skid. As  

they got  enough • • •  they got these driven in  tight enough, the  wedges 

started moving the boat. Then as soon as the boat moved and got 
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on that grease , they w ould slide side ways right in and kind of rolled 

over, and tip, and drop into the slip , and they rocked back and forth. 

We weren't  supposed to  go down there to go through on the inspe ction 

until after it quit rocking . Well ,  I remember when I went down 

the ladder, it was slipping back and forth on the hatch yet .  We 

had to crawl  through from one hole to  the next hat chway where 

there was a solid partition . The reason for that being that there 

could possibly have been a rivet  that was skipped . . •  that w asn't driven 

and water w ould be spouting up in there . While i t  w ouldn't  be sufficient 

t o  sink the boat , i t  would take an aw ful lot of  pumping t o  get i t  

out  and keep it out . A fello w w ould get a . . .  they'd have t o  get in 

there and thread it  with a pipe threader and scre w a . . .  instead o f  

put ting a rivet ,  they couldn't put a rivet i n  because the w ater w ould 

m ake it cold and they couldn't  rivet  i t .  So they'd have to put in 

a s crew-in plug and then batter that over a lit t le on the inside.  

So  that 's what I had to  do,  was crawl  from this one hat ch over to 

the other. Water had raised. It leaked down through there into 

these era w 1 holes in there and got i t  all  rusty in there , and when 

w e  come out , what a mess. Our pants were just black, dirty rust 

and our shirt and everything. We all put up such a ki ck t o  the boss 

that he went and bought us each a ne w shirt and a ne w pair of  trousers , 

and gave them t o  us free .  A while ago we were talking and I w as 

talking about the m an I m e t ,  the superintendent , and I couldn't think 

of  his name.  His name is  Sampson, Bert Sampson. He lived in Fort 

Erie down at C o zy Dell .  

S.R: Where 's Cozy Del l?  

W.A: Cozy Dell  is about a mile on down the river f r o !D. Fort Erie .  I guess 

it's all called Fort Erie now ,  but at that time it was called Cozy 

Dell ,  part of it down in there. We all got a ne w pair of trousers 

and a new shirt out of it anyway, for our dirty mess crawling through 

there on our hands and • • •  m ore or less on your knees  and your elbows. 

What we had when we went through there was a ham m er and four 

or five wooden plugs, down to points up to about an inch in diameter 

at the top end. In case w e  did find a rivet that w as out we  had to  

stick the  point of it down there and drive it down in  tight w ith this 

ham m er to stop the leak temporarily 'till they could get at it  to 

get in there with a drill • • •  not a drill, but a threader, and thread this 

hole so that it was able , they were able to screw the plug into it. 
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I don't kno w  whether they found any or not but there was none in 

my section, fortunately for me anyhow.  It was bad enough the way 

it  w as without water coming in yet .  

S.R: Was that the first thing that was done there , the four ships being 

built by Canadian Alice Chalmers, or was there anything done in 

years before that at the ship yards? 

W.A: Well, in 1 9 07 . • •  I can remember it but just barely, I would be only 

five years old . . .  they built, I think it w as called the A. B. Ossler. 

Either A .  B. or E. B. It w as built there . I don't kno w  . . • it cost so 

much after the one was completed they never started another one 

until the w ar w as on in 19 14. It started I guess, about 19 16. They . . .  well  

they might have started in ' 14 .  It was ' 16 before they got operating 

anyhow, building the first boat in there . And they built four in there 

after that . . .  three while I was there and one after. 

S.R: D o  you re call the community that was known as Shipyards,  Ontario? 

W.A: Well ,  that w as . . .  they just called it the Shipyards .  It  w as just called 

the Shipyards because that was where they made ships .  It was the 

only one bet ween here and Chippa wa.  It had this boarding house 

there, where the men could board there . I guess they'd most likely 

be single men, boarded in there and had their meals and everything 

there . It w as called the Green Goose . And there was a store there 

where they could go and buy chewing tobac co for the che wers or 

the sm okers , and groceries or anything .  I guess men's w orking apparel 

m ore than anything else , heavy work sirts and trousers , and boots,  

in the store . I think that was about all.  There w as a couple of  farm 

houses right near there too , but I don't think they had anything to  

do with  the  plant operations. 

S.R: Smuggling. Could you tell me what you recall about smuggling or 

stories  you were told about smuggling, or anything like that ? 

W.A: Well, my dad and one of the other neighbours used to smuggle oil 

from Buffalo across and • . •  is that the one you w ould like to hear? 

They'd go over and they'd get  s ix or eight barrels of  oil on a sleigh 

in the wintertime and bring it across with a team of horses with 

sharp shoes, so they wouldn't slip on the ice, and bring it  back over 

and • • •  I don't know • • • they saved a lot. Oil was a lot cheaper over 

there then it was here. I don't know what they saved. They saved 

a lot and m ade it worth while. Anyhow,  in smuggling • • •  ! guess • • .  ! 

don't think they had anyone watching,  partolling for it or not , I never 
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heard of that .. . anything like that.  But I know the one t i m e  I heard 

m y  dad say that,  when they c a m e  back , there was a c rack in the 

ice that always . .. because of e x pansion you know , a crack that ran 

from Point A bino to W indmill P o int .  I t ' s  always there every year. 

When I used t o  go fishing out there that c rack was always there.  

They used to have t w o  planks out there,  one on each side . When 

w e  went out, if  it was open w e  put one on t h is s id e  ove r t o  get across 

on,  and then throw it back.  S o  which e v e r  way w e  were go ing w e  

always had a plank t o  get across on.  U sually i t  n e v e r  opened u p  

m o r e  t h a n  a b o u t  f ifteen to t w e nty inch e s .  But o n e  t i m e  due to 

a bad w in d  o r  s o m eth ing , it opened u p  p r etty near fou r fee t ,  and 

t ravelled north . . .  south . . .  it t rav elle d south.  When they come back 

w ith th is load of oil ,  the horses got u p  there and the horses w h e r e  

afraid to get a c r o s s  the c r a c k .  T h e y  h a d  to get a c r o s s  because 

that 's  the only way they could get h o m e .  S o  they let the horses  

take a good look at  it and they c ir c l e d  around and went back out 

around a hundred yards m a y b e ,  o r  s o ,  got the w h ip aft e r  the horses  

and h a d  t h e m  r ight u p  on a d e a d  r u n  so they couldn't s t o p .  Because 

the w e ight of  the o il push ing the m ,  they'd have to g o .  W h e n  they 

got to the c rack they j u m pe d  and t h e  sle igh went boo m p ,  boo m p  

and d idn't  b r eak th rough o r  anyth ing, b u t  they got over t h e  crack 

and got home w ith t h e i r  oil .  B u t ,  I don' t know, I guess  that was 

a go ing c o n c e r n  f o r  a lot  of t h e  far m e r s  around at that time.  There 

was p robably a lot of t h e m  s m u ggling . That 's  the only one I heard. 

my dad tell  about was t h is one.  H e  was I t h ink , only about fou rteen 

or f ifteen years the time that that happe n e d .  H e  was riding w ith 

an older neigh bou r and the older neighbour was an old hand at it. 

S.R: Do you recall any of the r u m - running days ? 

W.A: Ru m-running ? Well ,  yes . The r u m - runne rs are: .. it was dry in the 

States at that tim e and most of the booze that they d id dr ink was 

made,  I understood , up in the s tate of C o nnecticut . A lot o f  r u m - runners 

here .. . you could export it . You could get a bunc h ,  buying it from 

a liquor outlet here for exportation.  They had exportations made 

to P uerto Rico and all over,  and yet they couldn't get there with 

these s m all  boats.  But they didn't care. They . .. selling the liquor, 

were m aking it out for wherever they told t he m .  They used t o  start 

out after dark t o  g o  t o  Puerto Rico and they' d go out and circle 

the lake out here before dark, and they ' d  go out and c ircle the lake 
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until  it got dark and c o m e  back down the N iagara R iv e r  and go 

over to the other s ide and unload it and it ended u p  in all the s peak-easy's  

and everyth ing in the S tates to be sold over there.  

S.R: All  the what to be sold ? D id you say speak-easy s ?  

W.A: S peak-easys they called the m .  Bootlegge r s ,  they w e r e  sell ing it 

illegally becasue they couldn't get a license to sell  it at that t i m e ,  

but they' d s t ill s e l l .  They'd get a l o t  m o r e  f o r  it t h a n  they w ou l d  

at a l icensed hous e .  I know , I w o r k e d  f o r  one fellow down in,  h is 

n a m e  w a s  S u l l ivan d o w n  in F o rt E r i e ,  u p  towards E r ie B each and 

h e  and h is two brothers were r u m - runn ing all the t i m e .  Of c o u r s e ,  

they k n e w  m e  fr o m  be ing a c o n t r a c t o r  and heard of m e  s o  m u ch 

that they knew t h e y  could t e l l  m e ,  or if they w e r e  o p e rat ing u n d e r  

m y  n o s e  and I ' d  n e v e r  s a y  a n y t h i n g .  They w e re runn ing all  t h e  t i m e .  

T h e y  t o o k  a l l  t h e fr booze in cloth b a g s ,  i n  b o t t l e s  a n d  bags . They ' d  

have a l l  t h e s e  bags roped t o g e t h e r  w it h  about t h r e e  feet of  r o p e  

b e t w e e n  each b a g .  W h e n  they got go ing over d o w n  t h e  r ive r ,  g e t t ing 

over near the S ta t e s  . . . the r u m - runners u s e d  to be ply ing the r iv e r  

up and down patroll ing . O f  c ou r s e  t h e ir b o a t s  w o u l d  go a lot  fas ter 

and they could c a t c h  t h e  r u m - runners . They u s e d  t o  when o n e ,  

t h e y ' d  h e a r  one c o m ing , they' d have t h is ,  m ay b e  s ix o r  e ight b a g s  

of b o o z e  t ie d  on t h e  ropes on the b a c k  o f  that boat . W h e n  t h e y ' d 

h e a r  . . .  a n d  be tow ing it . . .  and they' d hear a r u m - runner c o m ing,  t h e y ' d  

t a k e  a kn ife and c u t  the rope and let  all t h e  b o o z e  s ink to the botto m .  

They knew f r o m  t h e  s h o r e ,  they knew the shore real w e l l  and they' d 

know p r e t t y . near r ight where they cut it loos e ,  w ithin a h u n d r e d  

f e e t  o r  s o  maybe.  The next d a y  they ' d  get o u t  t h e r e  w ith big grappling 

hooks w h ich are about e ight inch e s ,  and three of t h e m  . . .  one t h is 

w a y ,  and that way,  and one this way . . .  and they'd drag those back 

and forth in the r e .  Eventually they would catch the rope hook ing 

t h is bag to t h is bag. Then they' d be able to pull the w h ole bunch 

u p .  Then they' d rece ive it all that they' d cut lo ose the night before. 

Of course they made . . .  it was a rough racket but I guess they made 

a lot of money on it . But he u s e d  to tell m e  that because h e  knew 

I would never say anything.  They're all dead now . . .  and want to 

even repeat it now because they were a pretty rough bunch o f  customers . 

Then the . . .  I know another fellow that , due t o  w o r k ing on a house 

up at Burnaby , above P o rt C o l  borne.  They had a gravelled road 

there,  gravelled w ith lake shore gravel,  w h ic h  is l ittle round s tones.  
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It won't  pack together,  it w il l  . . . unle s s  it 's  m ix e d  w ith d i r t  or s o m eth ing . 

If you get into it w ith a veh icle you r w heels are go ing t o  turn in 

on it and you' r e  apt to burry yourself and get s tuck . We w e re w o rk ing 

u p  at this Burnaby on a hous e ,  and we w e r e  stay ing . . .  be ings it was 

u p  out twenty m iles to d r iv e ,  w e  w e r e  stay ing up there,  l iv ing in 

the garag e .  We bu ilt the garage first and w e  were l i v ing in cots , 

and cook ing on an o il stove in the garage . We m e t  t h is Duke . . .  oh 

heck, what was h is last na m e .  I'll get it after a b it . . .  w e  met h i m  

anyh o w  a n d  he k n e w  u s ,  a n d  w e  w e r e  work ing there,  a n d  he d idn' t 

have any fear of u s .  H e  was do ing the s a m e  t h ing . H e  would w o r k  . . .  h e  

w a s  operat ing out o f  H u m be rstone . . .  i t  j o ins P o r t  C o l b o r n e .  I t  is 

P a r� C o l  borne now , the s a m e  as F o r t E r ie is all, and B r idge b u r g ' s  

all  o n e .  H u m berst one an.ct P o r t  C olborne used to be sepa rat e .  H e  

was operat ing out of  H u rn  b e r s t one a n d  had a l a k e  shore c o t t age . 

H e ' d  go down to the l i q u o r  s t o r e s  and get a whole bunch to ship 

it out and it was t o  g o  to C leveland N e w  Y o r k  o r  s o m eplace and 

have it down ther e .  H e ' d c ircle around u n t il it got dark and he' d 

c o m e  in and s t o r e  it in h is c o t tage a n d  he' d keep it in there m a y b e  

t h r e e  o r  four days,  j u s t  s o  they wouldn't  be looking for h i m any m o r e ,  

l o a d  i t  on at n ight aft e r  d a r k  a n d  t a k e  o f f  a n d  go d o w n  anyplace 

between C leveland and Bu ffalo and unload it s o m eplace where they 

have people go ing to meet h i m .  S o  one n ight w e  were . . .  there w e r e  

t h r e e  of us sleep ing in t h is garage a n d  about t w o  o 'clock i n  the m o r n ing 

w e  heard t h is eng ine roar ing l ike all get out. W e  figu r e d  it w o u l d  

be Duke alr ight,  o r  s o m e  of h is men.  S o  w e  went o u t  to offe r o u r  

a s s istanc e .  When they s a w  us c o m ing w ith the ir h e a d l i g h t s ,  t h e y  

d idn't  know us until  w e  g o t  closer . . .  they had o n e  fello w .  H e  w a s  

Italian,  and he told W ind to get a r o u n d  to the back of the car a n d  

w a t c h e d  ' t ill h e  found o u t  fo r sure w h o  w e  w e r e .  A n d  h e  had a g u n ,  

a revolve r .  W e  got down there a n d  r ight a w a y  he saw us a n d  k n e w  

u s  a n d  said,  o h ,  it 's  alr igh t ,  and calle d m e  by n a m e .  A n d  he c o m e  

around a n d  w a s  chuck ing h is g u n  d o w n  in h is belt . . .  a n d  the three 

of us push ing on it w e  were able to push him out. Wh ile he knew 

we wouldn't do any t h ing,  but to be a l ittle b it safe , or keep on the 

good s ide o f  u s ,  he gave us a bottle of w h is key.  Well,  we d idn't 

go to bed any more that n ight , it was about two o' c lock in the m o r n in g .  

W e  ended u p  gett ing p ie-eyed and went s w i m m ing a n d  I don' t know 

what all. S o  w e  used to have a lot of fun but • • .  h e  used to • . .  h e  was 
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a r u m - runner.  D u k e ,  Duke , Duke Els  . . .  not Ellsworth.  I can't th ink 

of h is last name any m o r e .  They s t ill  have the hotel in H u m be rstone,  

r ight as you go over the H u m be r stone B r id g e .  It  would be the north 

b r idge in . . .  across the canal in . . .  what is now known as Port  C o l  borne.  

Well ,  w e  used t o  have a lot of fun.  I know we was up there one 

t i m e ,  four of u s  w o rking,  and that was aft e r  w e  were b u il d ing the 

house.  H e  c a m e  along there t h is one day,  and came in and spent 

the time of day m o r e  or les s ,  for a m inute or t w o  w it h  u s  and brought 

in a case of beer .  And at that t i m e  w e  were c o m ing back h o m e .  

I t h ink w e  w e r e  u p  d o i n g  s o m e  repairs  o r  s o m e  pick-up w o r k ,  o r  

s o m e t h ing t h a t  h a d n ' t  b e e n  finishe d .  W e  got p r e t t y  w e l l  po[uted 

w it h  t h e  case of b e e r  anyh ow , and com ing home to R idgeway ; t h e  

one f e l l o w  t h a t  was d r iv ing had a M o d e l  T T o u r ing C a r . That ' s  the 

old fash ioned,  a n d  it had the s ide c u r tains and e v e r y t h ing on i t .  

I d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  you'd  r e m e m be r  t h e m  o r  not . Not l ikely . 

Is inglass in the s ides for the w indow s .  It was s t u ff that would b e n d .  

I t ' s  l ike the s t u f f  that they h a v e  i n  s toves that you c a n  see f i r e  

t h r o u g h  o r  any t h ing . You c o u l d  s e e  through it but it wasn' t s t iff 

like glas s .  That was what the car was built . . .  had glas s e s  like that . . .  or  

w in d o w s  l ike that.  W e  got pretty near down to S h e rkston then and 

I h a d  . .  . I  h a d  a date that n ight and wanted to g e t  home early and 

w e  worked a l it t l e  lat e r  between d r ink ing and f inish ing . I was want ing 

to get h o m e  and I says to t h e  g u y  d r iving,  I say s ,  won't this  th ing 

go any fas t e r ? I can run fas t e r  than that ' s  going . He says yeah , 
I ' d  l ike to see ya.  I s a i d ,  let me out . But I got out and was runn ing 

r ight along s ide of it . H e  let m e  keep even w ith him for quite a 

w h ile and f inally started go ing ahead.  H e  got ahead of m e  fo r ,  

quite a little b i t  ahead , and he stopped and w a it e d  ' t il l  I caught 

up and said, well are you ready t o  get in o r  not ? The r u m - runners 

all got us into that . We used to have a lot of fun u p  there.  

S.R: Do you know anyth ing about the railroad day s ? When the railroad 

was really go ing strong in the area. 

W.A: Well,  there used to be a lot of trains went through R idgeway here. 

F re ight was ter rific at that time. There w as no trucks much on 

the road. A ll freight w as practically delivered by railroad going 

t o  B uffalo and back and forth.  Oh, there was a lot of trains going 

through R idgeway at that t i m e .  Now there isn' t a one any more. 

They're all cancelled out now . They got to run one every hundred y eo. r s 
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to keep their  franch ise ,  and that ' s  all.  S o  whether they'll  e v e r  keep 

it o r  not I don't know . But at that t i m e  there was a lot of t r a ins 

go ing pas t .  P assenger t r a ins were g o ing all the t i m e  back and forth 

to Buffalo, and all the w ay up to G o d e r ich in Canada.  I guess you 

went all the way t o  W indsor and D e t r o i t ,  but you h a d  to change 

once o r  t w ice t o  g e t  t h e r e .  But there was a busy t i m e  at that t i m e .  

We had a g o o d  s t a t ion h e r e  i n  R idgeway.  W e  h a d  t w o  ope rat o r s ,  

a n ight a n d  a d a y  o p e r a t o r  and t h e y  had t o  w o rk t w elve hour shift s .  

S.R:  Do you recall a n y  n a m e s ? 

W.A: Well,  A l b e r t  Y a k ,  h e  w a s  the senior  one and h e  had the d a y  sh ift 

be ings he had preference and, oh w h at was . . .  K e n d r ic k ,  oh . . .  h is las t 

name was K e n d r ick . H e  was the fellow that d id the n ight sh ift . 

S.R:  Do y o u  r e m e m b e r  approx imately the y e a r  of  t h is ? A rou gh e s t i m ate 

on how old you w e r e .  

W.A:  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know . I w a s  on t h e  h ighschool b o a r d  seven y e a r s ,  a n d  

S.R:  

W.A:  

S .R:  

W.A:  

S .R:  

W.A: 

t h is Albert  Y a k ,  the fellow that was day ope r a t o r ,  w as on t h e  h ighschool 

board the s a m e  time I was . A n d the h ighschool w as b u ilt in 1 9 27 

so M r .  Y a k ,  he was on t h e r e  then y e t ,  and that was 1 9 27 . 

S o  it was before 1 9 2 7 ? 

Yeah , before 19 27 . A n d  that 's  the s a m e  s t at ion that was lat e r  moved 

to F o rt E r ie ,  u p  near H o rton Steel .  

ls  there one in R idgeway n o w ? 

N o ,  no s t a t io n .  That s t a t io n ' s  all g o n e .  

Th e r e  j u s t  wasn' t e n o u g h  bus iness f o r  the t r a i n  to w a r rant a s t o p  

i n  R idgeway ? 

Well,  all  the fre ight was cut out , or the b iggest part was all cut 

out . T rucks cut the m out . The ra ilroads for a long run . .  . l ike if 

you was go ing to sh ip s o m e t h ing to W innipeg o r  way out to the C anad ian 

w e s t ,  a long run, it was much cheape r  to run by ra ilroad than it 

was by truck,  by gas p o w e r e d  vehicle s .  S o  they lost the b iggest 

part of it out to truck ing l ines .  I t h ink that's  really , probably what 

put them out here.  Not only that , busses put the passeng e r  s e r v ice 

out of c o m m is s ion as well.  Not only that , trains only stop at certain 

s t at ions and s o m e  of the m w e r e  quite a lo ng ways apart.  There 

wasn't  any between P o r t  C olborne and Dunville fo r instance. And 

I 'd  say Dunnville was forty and twelve . . • t w e nty-e ight m iles . There's  

twenty-e ight m iles there between stat ions . Where the bus w ill  

let you off at any little s ide road or anyth ing you wanted t o  do.  
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S.R: So you would s t ill have to get a bus o r  a tax i ?  So even expens e w is e  

it w o u l d  be more expens ive u s ing the t r a in.  

W.A: That's  r ight.  The r a il r oads got pinched out of bus iness by trucks 

and busses . A n d  I don't know whether it w il l  ever c o m e  back o r  

n o t .  I thought about that d iffe rent t imes m y self.  If gasol ine keeps 

g ing u p ,  and u p ,  and u p  l ike it is , and soft coal.  . .  all the r a ilroads 

fired w ith soft coal wh ich is the cheapest k ind of coal g o ing. A n d  

A l be rta's  g o t  m ill ions of t o n  of it o u t  t h e r e .  A l o t  o f  i t ' s  . . .  I ' v e  been 

th rough them and a lot of  the m ines out there,  they ' r e  all su rface 

m ines.  Y o u  don't even need t o  d ig down in . . . tunnel down in the 

ground for it l ike they do our coppe r and gold and the other m ines 

here in,  and rock in O n t a r i o .  Out there it ' s  all ,  a lot o f  i t ' s  all  s u r face 

m ines . Very cheap to m ine and get,  s o  if gasoline keeps going up 

f o r  t h e  t rucks and th ings a n d  gets  s o  scarce , it  m ig h t  come back 

t o  t h e  r a ilroad some t i m e ,  a n d  we'll  have t o  go back and come into 

g o ing b y  w it h  f ire and coal.  B u t  I h ope I never see it . 

S . R :  W it h  t h e  w a y  th ings a r e  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  polu t ion,  t h a t  p r obably w on ' t 

h a p p e n .  A l l  the coal s m o k e  in the a ir and s tu f f .  

W.A: W el l ,  I d o n ' t  kn o w .  The . . .  a c t u ally I d o n ' t  t h ink the t r a ins made any 

more s m oke than t h e  busses a n d  t r u c k s  do because t h e r e ' s  s o  many 

m o r e  of the m .  

S.R:  You w e r e  a mason c o n t r ac t o r .  Is  t h e r e  a n y  b ig j o b s  or any j o bs 

hav ing to do w ith h isto r ical t h ings that you' d l ike to talk about ? 

W.A: Well ,  in 1940 ,  I had a j o b  bu ild ing a p r ivate h o m e  up on the lake 

front above P o int A b ino about a m ile , for a Buffalo man. H e  was 

a contractor l ikew ise.  A nd th is was a fireproof b u il d ing . B u ild ing 

the floor was all made out of what they call flex i- cores , wh ich w as 

about a foot w ide and about seven inches deep and there was t w o  

t h r e e  inch holesthrough t h e m  e n d  to e n d .  Th ose w e r e  a l l  r e info rced 

w it h  rods,  and they f it tight togeth e r  on the botto m .  They,  w ere 

made in for m s  that were shaken so that they were as s mooth as 

can be unde rneat h ,  and they were m ade l ik e  a V-jo int on the botto m .  

The n  o n  the top,  the . . .  there was a crack between each one about 

three quarters  of an inch w ide and there was a groove in each one , 

you h a d  t o  put a beam across the top and bolts and pull them u p  

so they were all o n e  leve l .  Then y o u  poured concrete d o w n  there 

and in t w o  or three days w h e n  it  got hard,  be ings they' d g o  back 

in the s ide cracks in each bea m ,  the w hole th ing couldn't  move.  
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They had to s t ay perfectly level and it made a n ice s m ooth ce iling 

and everyt h in g .  S t a ir w ays w e re all concrete and steel and e v e ryth ing . 

That w as my b igges t j o b .  I had eleven br ick layers  on that , plus 

f ive helpe rs I guess.  

S.R: Was it s o m e t h ing new t o  build a firepr oof hous e ? 

W.A: Well ,  it was a fireproof house and it was more or less I th ink supposed 

t o  be an ad for these fle x i-cores . . .  f irep roof floo rs , and also soundproof.  

But anyhow it turned out th is fellow was a contractor in B u ffalo 

h i m self,  and h e  was b u i l d ing the West S e neca H ighschool at that 

t i m e .  The b r ick lay e r s  contract run out over there,  a n d  they went 

out on s t r ik e .  A n d  h e ' d  f igu r e d  this in at a c e r t a in price per hour 

for  t h e  b r ick lay e r s  a n d  when they c o m e  back in they got e ighty 

cents and hou r m o r e  than what he had figu red in on the con.t r a c t .  

The f e l l o w s  that run the l ift s ,  engine e r s ,  t o o k  the freight elevators 

u p  and d o w n ,  w h e elbar rows full of br icks and concrete and everyth ing , 

they got I th ink a dollar an hour m o r e .  A n d  not only that , they 

got a r id e r  in t h e ir contract that they couldn't  sh ift t h e m  m o re 

than once a day . A s  for sh ift ing I mean . . .  they could take th e m  

off the l ift , the elevator took them u p  and d o w n  and put the m on 

a c r ane that l ifted the big stone s ills u p  for under the w indo w s ,  

a n d  s w ing the m around a n d  l e t  t h e m  in place.  T h e y  take t h e m  . . .  the 

o r ig inal contractor they take and do t h a t .  Take t h e m  off t h e  l ift 

and put them on the c r a n e ,  and put the m fro m the crane back on 

the lift . They couldn' t do that in the new contrac t .  If they got 

through the . . .  putt ing the s ills up at three o'clock in the aft e rnoon,  

they had to pay the m t h e  extra t w o  hou rs through ' t il l  five o'clock 

and they d idn' t do anyth ing . A n d  not only that , they couldn' t use 

the machine.  They' d have t o  get another guy come out and pay 

h i m  a half a day . So between the t w o ,  it  put B iil Borna m in through 

to bankruptcy. H e  came over there two days in a row and sat there 

fo r a c ouple hours  out on the balcony and t e rrac e ,  j u s t  looking at 

the water.  A n d  I said t o  the men.  I said s o m e t h ing is t h e  matter 

w it h  B il l .  I says he's  not r igh t ,  he wasn' t talk ing and at  the end 

of t h e  second day he c o m e  ove r and said t o  m e ,  B il l  h e  said,  I 've 

got s o m e t h ing to tell  ya.  H e  says,  it 's  s o m e t h ing that concerns 

you as well  as it does me. H e  says, I' m going to have to go t h r ough 

bankruptcy on that school job. A n d  h e  says , I m ig h t  not be able 

to pay you . S atu r d ay n ight for to cover your eleven men and your 
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five helpers and yorurself.  H e  say s ,  if you . .  ;are you f inanc ially 

s ituated that you can carry me as long as three weeks at a t i m e ? 

A n d  I gave it a r ough thought and I ,  m o r e  o r  less thinking, well,  

what a m  I g e t t ing int o here ? I t  wasn't  tha t I couldn't  financ ially , 
I could have done that alr igh t .  S o  f inally I said , well B ill ,  I ' l l  have 

to let you know about that. I said , I'll  let you know t o m o r row . 

S o  he c o m e  o v e r  the n e x t  day and I t o l d  h i m that I could let h i m  

h a v e  t w o  w e e k s  anyhow a n d  poss ible the t h i r d  w e e k ,  if I had t o. 

H e  was as hone s t  as the day w a s  lon g .  H e  c o m e  over at the end 

of o n e  week and g ive m e  s o  m u ch a n d  t h e  e n d  of t w o  w e eks h e  c o m e  

over a n d  g a v e  m e  s o  m u ch m o re . T h r e e  weeks h e  g a v e  m e  m o r e ,  

a n d  when I g o t  all  f i n is h e d  I was all paid u p  a n d  h e  n e v e r  o w e d  m e  

a n ic k l e .  B u t  h e  o w n e d  property i n  C anada t h a t ,  a n d  t h a t ' s  what 

c a r r i e d  him t h r ough over h e r e .  Because g o ing th rough bank ruptcy 

o v e r  there,  t h e y  cou l d n ' t  attach any t h ing over here.  He w a s  hav ing 

inc o m e  c o m ing f r o m  p r o p e r t y  and s t u f f  that he o w n e d  o v e r  h e r e  

i n  C a n a d a .  H e  h a d  to g o  back and s t a r t  out f r o m  a s h oe s t r in g .  

H e  w e n t  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  painting b u s i n e s s ,  wh ich h e  was a pa int ing 

contrac t o r  o r ig inally . Two or t h r e e  guys and an old beat u p  van 

and s o m e  la d d e r s ,  w e n t  back paint ing h o u s e s ,  and anyth ing h e  could 

g e t ,  w o rk ing h is way back u p  again.  B u t  h e  . . .  b e t w een the loss a n d ,  

I s u p p o s e  the h u m il i a t i o n ,  one th ing an d anoth e r ,  a y e a r  a n d  a h a l f  

aft e r w a r d s  h e  d r opped d e a d  o f  a h e a r t  at tack . H e  n e v e r  o w e d  m e  

a n ickle , but he c o u l d  h a v e  o w e d  m e  q u i t e  a lot  a t  o n e  t i m e .  That 

was m y  m a in big job. But I built the firehall here in R idge way and 

I bu ilt the R id g e  Dairy in C rys tal B each , and they were good s ized 

build ings too.  B u t  there is n ' t  enough b i g  build ings going on down 

h e r e  to keep a fellow busy w ith many men.  Buildings are s m all 

and if you have four o r  five m e n ,  that 's  about all you could get work 

enough ahead at one time to keep g o ing . 

S.R: A re there any clos ing c o m m en t s ,  other c o m m en t s  that you w ould 

l ik e  t o  m ake at all ? 

W.A: Well, I don ' t  kno w .  It looks to me as if the future ahea d ,  espec ially 

fot the young e r  generation, that . . .  com ing on now , that unless they 

go through college and get a degree of s o m e  kind, or get a good 

trade of some kind, that w ould be my advice t o  the grow ing up young 

people of today . They need to get a degree in s o m e th ing or a good 

trade, other than that it looks t o  m e  as if they're g o ing t o  end up 
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dit ch diggers or something for the rest of their life. The competition's 

( too keen. 

S.R: There's  too m any people and not enough jobs. 

W.A: Not only that , but the nickle plant , when they first started up here 

it was only three companies. They could sell nickle any place they 

wanted and as much as they could produce . No I understand there 

is over forty of them .  That 's  in Europe and all over. The competition's 

keen. It usesd t o  be the companies all hated them be cause they 

were paying high w ages and they were expected to meet their w ages. 

Now the nickle plants hardly keep . . .  are able to keep their own head 

above the water. In fact , there's talk even of  Port Colborne shutting 

down,  and operating only from Sudbury. It might even come to  

that . 

S.R: So there's enough nickle that people aren't going to  pay the high 

pri ce now .  

W.A: Well,  the prices have dropped down beings they can't sell it  and 

with wages going up . I t ' s  . . .  well  everythl�. is changing over. Drastic 

change is taking place right over night .  

S.R: Is that all for your closing comments? 

W.A: Well ,  I can't think o f  anything else . I would think though that . . .  like 

I said to repeat , that I think a young fellow today should either get 

a good trade or a good education. 

S.R: If  he wants to  support himself  and a family. 

W.A: And support himsel f and a family and keep steadily employed. 

S.R: Well,  thank you very much for the interview Mr. Athoe.  

W.A: Well, I 'm glad you were able to come up and intervie w me. I'm sorry 

I couldn't tell you more than I did, but I did tell  you a lot ,  probably 

half of it 's  not very interesting. 

S.R: No, it's all interesting. 
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